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FARMINGTON OBITUARIES

JOSEPH L. SKWIERCZ.
Services for Jmph L. S8kwier-
ﬂ.‘73. of F were held

8, 1811, in Detroit and died Jan,
20 2001. at Boteford General
1 in Far ton Hills.

Jan. 21 at Heenoy-Sundquist
Funeral Home in Farmington
with the Rev. Scott Thibodeau
officiating. Burial took place at
Holy St;gulchre Cemetery in
feld,
Mr. Skwiercz was born Feb. 6,
1927, in Hamtramck and died

She was n homomaker and a

member of St. Gerald Catholic

Church in Farmington. She
enjoyed playing cards, crossword
puzzles and walking.

She is survived by doughter,
Patricia {Thomas) Murray; soven
gnmdchlldran and four grcal-

dan, 18, 2001, at d Hospi-
tal.in Furmington Hills. He
warked for Onklnnd Cnmmumty
College in Fa Hills

She is
m death by her husband, Antho-
ny, and son, Anthony III.
ts mado by Thay-

until his retirement in 1892.
,He is survived by wife, Julio;
bon, Andrew Skwicrez; daughter,
Jolie Skwiercz; sistors, Gertio
Madin and Clarie. Ho is preced-
edin death by his brother
George.

:.uznm A CHRISTIE

“/Services for Elizabeth Ann
Chmue, 85, formerly of Farm-
ington, were held Jan. 22 at
Heeney-Sundquist Funoral
Home in Farmington with the
Rev. Jennifor Snad officiating.

urinl took place nt Oakland
Hills Memoarial Gardens in Novi,

* KMrs. Christie was born June 6,
1916, in Dotroit and died Jan,
20, 2001, at Lahser Hills Care
Cenwr in Southficld. She was a
homemaker.

She is survived by son, Robert;

Wighter, Susan (Robert) Kelley;
granddaughters, Diana Kelley
pad Lori Gleeson; and grand-
ubns, Scott Gleech, John Kelley
&1d Robert Christio.

M. RECKMAN

<’A memorial eervico for Eliza-
beth M. Reckman, 90, of Farm-
ington will be held at o later
Hate at St. Gerald Catholic
Church in Farmington.
b Mrs Reckman was born Jan.

or-Rock Funeral Home in Farm-
ington.
JOHN A. DONNELLY

Services for John Augustine
Donnelly, 83, of Orchard Lake
will be held at 11 a.m. Friday,
Jan, 26, at St. Gorald Catholic
Chureh in Farmington with the
Rev, John Menner officiating.
Burial will take place at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery in South-
field.

Mr. Donnelly was born April
10, 1917, in lsclin, Pa., and died
Jan. 20, 2601, at Grand Traverse
Pavilliona Multi Care Facility.
He warked as a.pattern maker
for Ford and Cadilinc Motor
Companies and was a member of
St, Gerald Cathalic Church in
Redford.

He ia survived by daughters,
Mnrgnmt (Dick) Vcnturn nnd

thi (Larry) D

sons, J. Thomas (Audrey) und
Gerry  (Diane); brother,
anroncu {Coletta); um.er, Mnry

hi six en;
nnd two mnt—g‘mndchxldmn. He
was preceded in death by his
wife, Margaret.

Arrangements made by
Hoeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home in Farmington.
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not out of the question.

But officiala’ and developers
may be a long way from finaliz-
ing the agreement that will
direct the three-phased plan.

Roaidents in surrounding
neighborhoods and those most
directly affected seemed miles
apart in their opinions.

Property owners in the
Clafrviow area expressed a des-
pernte need for relief from condi-
tions they say have deteriorated
for yoars, while reaidents from
surrounding neighborhoods
expressed fear that more retail
space would damage tho charac.
ter of the area and only exacer-
hnte intolerable traffic condi.

Andy Nickelolf, presidunt of
the Wcalgaw Civic A

in West Bloomﬁuld it rivaled 12
Oaks Mall and Somerset, with
1.3 million square feot of
leaseable space.

“A Maumr Plnn of a city

B Resldents spoke emotionatly about not having
phone urvleo, stagnant property valun and
abandoned cars heaped up on plowt!

them. - .

should cross bound and look
into adjacent communities,” he
said.

Ray Fraderick wondered why
the plan seemed to be a moving
target. Developers had proposed
two plans, one of which included
multi-family housing that might
take the form of luxury condos
abova the retail shops,

“What if the mayb-u don't
come through?” he asked. “If this
is such a good idea, why can't
the developor show us a solid
proposal?”

Cnuundru Eddfugtun vmced

rose in defenso of the city’s Mas-
ter Plan, It designates the prop-
erty as o Spncznl Use Area and

devnlopmunt becnune sho wor-
ried nbout c¢rowding in the
achools. Hcr b:ggon. concarn.

1l alter-
natives, nll of which include resi-
dential uses, He said the plan
was developed with extensive
input from the community.

“I think there was a definitivo
statement that this type of big
box (development) is not conais-
tent with what we want for
Farmington Hills,” he said. “The
Master Plan gculs were based on
somo valid concerns...Some of
those concerns are still thero
today and even more com-
pelling,”

They included traffic congea-
tion, urban sprawl, crime and
the blight of large, vacant build-
ings, he aaid,

Nickeloff and others pointed
aut the size of the project all on
ita own is larger than the Novi
Town Center. Coupled with a
shopping center across 14 Mile

nelghborhnods wnh failing scp-
tic systoms and undrinkabio
water,

About people

“My idea of n community is,
it's all about people,” she said. *I
would hope if my neighborhood
was going through what these
people are going through, people
would care more sbout us than
the traffic.”

nightmare for 10 years, We can-
not wait snother six months,
?nother 10 yoars. It's gone too
ar.”

Ray Marchewitz, who served
30 years with the Farmington
Hills Police Department, raised
five children while living in
Clairview and has watched com-
mercin] development rise into
the Northwestern corridor up
from Southfield, leaving his
neighborhood surrounded.

“Clairvisw shouldn't have been
built,” ne aaid, “Thesc things can
ba resolved if you, the councll,
will work with these developers,
Givo us o chnncu to get out with
some dignity.”

Fran anlely and Ed Spring,
both active in the Council of
Homecowners Associations, said
neighboring residents weren't
opposed to Clairview getting
some relief. Vallely said her
neighborhood had similar prob.
lems and footed the bill for
sewer, water and road imprave-
ments.

“We aro for relief of residents
that have been put in a bind,

ially, by the city,” Spring

Clairview r 8 spoke
emotionally about not having
phone service, stagnant property
valuos and abandonod cers
heaped up on property behind
them.

d the

said. “We aro for the Mastor
Plan. Wa would like to see you
stay with it as much as possi-
ble.”

He and othan urged officials
to ask d to'come back

ofciﬂzens, said Rick Zerbo. “We
live that concern. We're an
island. Wo pay taxes but we are
cut off from most of the ameni-
tics of the city...It's been a

with a more solid proposal that
fit better with the Master Plan,
Residents also suggested hiring
an urban planner, but council-
man Jerry Ellis pointed out that
urban pl believe in high
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density.

“We have always tried to
reduce density,” he said. “I
believe this project is our last,
best plan

In the event the PUD didn’t go
through, he said, property own.
cra could rezone the land and

CASH
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You At

ut Anilry

dcvclop it plecemenl The city
would still be Jeft with blighted
properties, traffic congeation and
drainnge problems that have
caused sovere flooding at
Orchard Plan Condos, where
residents' cars are under water
virtually every time it rains.

Ellis said the PUD gives offi-
cials the opportunity to develop
a whole project that would bo
battor than in parts. Among
other ausgunonl. he proposed
adding a “green belt" to the pro-
posed parking lot in front of the
canter, with lattice under the
grass to allow parking on it. Ho
and other officials came up with
wisgh lste that developer Gary
Sakwa said couldn't be entirely
fulfilled.

City attornoy John Donohue
pointed out approval would sim-
ply direct the drnmng of s PUD
agrecment,

“It's & commitmenat by the
council to negotiate a final
agraamenz in good faith,” he
said. “It's approving a concept.”

Reading from the Master Plan,
councilman Barry Brickner said
the document “must remain flex-
ible” based on the latest trends
in dovelopment and technology.
The Master Plan does not con-
trol the use of land, he add

While he favored the PUD,
Brickner admitted, “I don't likea
moving target.”

Mayor Nancy Bates directed
staff to set up n meoting with
the developers and City Council
membera, possibly in a study
session that included Planning
Commission members.

Councilwoman Vicki Barnott
said she'd also like to work with
officials in West Bloomficld to
address the timing and location
of traffic lights, to nlleviate con-
gestion at the 14 Mile-North-
western-Orchard Lake corner.
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to take possession of your assets.

All estates in excess of $15,000 must go through the
probate proetu If you'll have assets worth over
$100,000, including your home, you owe it to your
family and yourself to leam the facts abaut living trusts.
A will alone GUARANTEES that your estate will go
through the pain and cost of prabate. Probate court will
take zn average of nine months AND COULD
YEARS, During this time your family may not be able

The cost of probate (fees, hwymmdmh)ml& : :
deplete your estate by as much 8 10% of its value. B

Free “Living Trust” Seminar
Give Your Family the Gift of Avoiding Probate

Estate taxes run from 37% to $5% of your gross estate .
(for estates of over $675,000).

‘ALL OF THIS CAN BE AVOIDED WITH
PROPER ESTATE PLANNING.

A LIVING TRUST AVOIDS PROBATE, thus
eliminating the pain and cost of probate. In addition, s
living trust protects you during your lifetime according
to your instructions and not & court appointed guardian.
¥ind out how a living trust can protect you and your
1oved ones at one of the following FREE seminars,

TAKE .

i)
(ool M-14)

When you stiend e COFFEE & COOKIESSERVED ' .~
. ::;6%.&";.%% mny Al Scmlmn arc oatisved unl i
¥ m“.n e A IO | CALLTOLL F FREE to RESERVE YOUR SEAT
aliving trust will benefit you.

Dennis P. O'Neill, Attorney and estate counselor, presenting YOUR' “NEIGHBORHOOD FAMILY LEGAL

CENTER"




