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d love, 3,000 years of history
d culture, My Ethiopia ian’t
eberything, She is the only
tBing.” = unknown Ethiopian
Pptriot.

r Habe Wold Dadi, owner
and chef of The Blue Nilo in
Ann Arbor the ubeve quote,
d above the
pstnurunu hur. is quite apt,
nd he proudly declmu. “I'm the
gst restaurant in town.”
ZAlthough such a proclamation
aubjective, one fact isn't: The
Hue Nile ie 8 unique dinlnz
It gives new
5 the worda “ﬁngor food.” All the
$od eaten at this Ethiopian
#staurant ia done so with the
mgers. lmugmo that, no uten-

,'Ent with your fingers, It's the
sihtural way. It's fun,” says Dadi.
2He loves to talk about food and
i!vory willing to educate his cus-
temers about the delights of
Ethiopian fare, which includes
1§ts of greens, pureed peas and
lcn;lls, and chicken, lamb and

beef.
+*If we don't talk about food,
what are we going to talk about.

*Call 1-888-56-LEASE for

1 33489

for retumlng lessees
inchudes refundable secunty deposrt
excludes tax, tite and icense fi

Is there anything else?” ho says.

Honey wine

Ask how The Blue Nile's
famous light and delicate honey
wine is made, and Dadi will tell
you there are no grapes, just a
fermentation of honey, wator
and hopa, He'll even add a bit of
romance. *It came from honey-
mboners, from feeding the bride
and groom fresh honoy. It repre-
sents a fresh beginning.”

Romantic

Dining at The Blue Nile can be
romantic, napncmlly on waock-

The Blue Rile Ethloplan Restaurant
Where: 221 E. Washington, Ann Arbor, {734) 998-4746. .
Detrolt location — 508 Monroe Street, Trappers Alley. Mall, Gmek
town, (313) 964-6699.
Open: 59:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday; 4-10:30 p.m, Frlday and Sat.
urday; 3-9 p.m. Sunday. Closed Monday.
Menu: Fixed price ally t “feasts”:
vegetarian $23.90. Salad and beverages extra.
Atmosphere: Uncluttered, cool, a perfect setting for Ethloplan cul-
sine and American Jazz. (The Ann Arbor locatlon features & jazz
combo on Fridey and Saturday nights,
Cradit cards: All majors ‘accepted R
Resorvatlons: Accepted for partles of six or more, -
Extras: Non-smoking, caters to large groups, nice bar area, superb
coffee.

$16.90 and

ends whon there's a amall jazz
combo, but it's always intimate,
Diners gather around small, bas-
kot-topped tables, and wonder-
fully hot, wot washcloths are
passed around for cleansing the
hands. The cloths are comfort-
ing, especially on eold winter
days, and their warmth builds
anticipation for the meal. (Hot
cloths are once again distributed
after the meal.)

Smaller tables are placed next
to the diners for béverages and
plates of soft, foamy flat bread
made from sclf-rising flour and
hot water. The feast, either
Ethiopian (with meat) or vege-
tarian, arrives on a large, flat
tray, with cach selection individ-
ually mounded.
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makes dining at The Blue Nile
8o much fun: Break off a picce of
bread, sccop up & luscious tidbit,
then, transport the food to your
mouth, ignoring what falls into
your lap or on the floor, Accom-
pany this with sipa of spicy
Ethiopian ico toa or light and
delicate honey wine.

Healthy

dining spot for the health con-
scious, The meat is simmered,
never fried, and the vngctnhlex
are flavored with onions, garlic
and herba.
healthy,” said Dadi, “We skin the

chicken, trim off all the fat from
the ment, use no preservatives
and make everything from
scrateh. It's very balanced.”

Some selections are cooked in
“berbere” snuce, a blend of roast-
od jalepeno peppers and over 14
herbs. Berberi resembles pnpri~

Next comes the ritual that

and more complicated. It's deli-
cious, full of character.

Dadi and his wife, Almeaz
Lessanework, make sure no one
leaves hungry. The set-price
feasts aro all-you-can-eat, and
your tray and bread supply are
constantly replenished. “Thoy
sample a little of everything. Thi
more they cat, the more we brin,
out,” said Lessanework.

The result? “Tasty,” said Dadi.

The: Blue Nile is the perfect ,

“The food is very
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Mercury Mountainaer V-8 AWD with

Convenience Group and Luxury Group

features include:

5.0L OHV V8 engine . ‘
Fulltime AllkWheel Drive : : .
Power windows and door kcks

ka, but its taste is much spicier

Woelcome: Habte Wold Dadi (right), owner of The Blue
Nile, and his wife Almaz Lessanework, offer gracious
hospitality and Etiuopmn feasts to thezrguests.

Lessanework, whose brother,
Seifu, owns The Blue Nile in
Grecktown, was born in Koffa,
Ethiopin, the land of the coffee
by

an,
Obviously brewing an excel-
lent cup of coflee is in her genes,
She ronsts and grinds her colfee
beans every dny, The result is
nothing short of coffee perfec-
tion,
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Fingertip speed control with tap-upitap-down feamre i

Dual front airbags™

4-wheel disc AntiHock Brake System (ABS)

SeturiLock™ passive antitheft system
Remote Keyless Entry system

Electronic Automatic Temperature Control

Leather Seating Surfaces

visit LMA]

11 Ccom

s, For cash back, take new retail delivery from dealer
stock by 47272001, **Always ryour safety belt and secura children in the rear seat. \
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-Both Dadi and Lessanework:
agree the most mwnrdmg nnpccb
of owning The Blue Nile is scrv-
ing the customers,

*I don't care what they lnnlc
like when thcy come in, Our,
major concern is what they look
like on the way out,” says Dadiy
"lf they have a smiling fncc.»
we'rohappy.”
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