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Many couples buy furniture together before marriage

[PRNewswire/ - Newlyweds
are getting a head start on their
now lives together by furnishing
their first homes early.

Some 28 percont of married
cuuple- say they hought thuir

Catherine Bailly Dunne, suthor
of Interior Designing for All Five
Senses. “They can follow a few
basic guidelines to ensure the
process ia aa easy ond fun as it
should be.”

firat piece of fi
before thoy stepped over the
threshold, and 32 percent bought
furniture within'the l"rst uix
months of

Dunne B crafting a
master plan based on your
dreams and demands.

“Eynry couple has a list of fur-

a recent survey conducted by tho
American Furniture Manufac-
turers Association (AFMA). .

And, it's not only when they
buy their furniture that helps
couples create their beginning,
it's also how thoy shop.

Furniture is exciting
“Furniture shopping is a very
exciting experience for couples
who are decorating their new
home,” says interior designer

they need and a longer
list of pieces they want. Begin in
the room that needs the most
furniture or where you spend the
most time, and build from
there,” Dunne said.

“And, don't forget to treat
yourselves every once in o while
to a pieco of furniture you've
been dreaming about.”

Finding the ideal starting
pni_nt is casier than saying, “I

0.

Learn likes

First, learn what kinds of fur
niture you both like. Pick up
some decorating books or browse
at a local retailer to see what's
available, “And, don't be afraid
to roplace furnishings that are
worn out, have outgrown their
welcome or no longer suit your
lifeatyle,” Dunne said.

Dunne elso amphuulzes tho
power of accessories. Items such
as lamps, picture frames, vases
and area rugs ere simple ways to
add detail and style to a room.
And, because most honeymoon-
ers’ homes ore filled with wed-
ding gifts, picces such as book-
shelves, curio cabinets and coffea
tables are perfect for disploying
new treasures.

Nawlyweds who don't know
where to start greatly appreciate

Dunne's practical advice. In fact,
45 percent of those couplea sur-
veyed say thoy wish they had
had s better understanding of
their own taste and style before
they began furnishing their
home. And 44 percent of couples
wanted more information about
the varicties of furniture stylos
available,

Indeed, furniture manufactur-
ers today are creating an even
wider variety of furniture atyles,
that appoal to both bride and’

m.

* “The industry is responding to '
the needs of consumers with
homeo furnishings that are both
stylish and comfortable,” said
AFMA Vico President Jackie
Hirschhaut, “It's easicr nnd
more fun than ever to d

Most decide together

The AFMA survey found that
67 porcent of the newly married
make their furniture decisions
together. And, Dunne says that
in furniture shapping - like rela.
tionahips - togatherness is the
keoy to success. “This is one of the
first opportunities newlyweds
have to express who they nre as
a couple,” Dunne said. *“Thoy

ahould diascuss the atyles they -

prefor, and what would be the
best additions to their new life
together, Above all, they should
have fun designing a home that
reflecta their personality as a
coupla.”

‘While most newlyweds usually
don't furnish their new home all
nt once, Dunna advises they

rooms the way that you've
always dreamed,”
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ate what
they can do. “I recommend cou-

ples sclect furniture and acces-
sories they both love, keeping in
mind that their furnishings will
eventually be replaced as their
family nceds and style profor-
ences change,” said Dunne,
“Nothing can roplace the aatis-
faction they'll get from a home
they are happy spending time in
together,”

Finally, newlyweds should be
relieved to know the possibilities
are endless, “From choosing col-
ors to selecting styles, the most
important thing to remember is
that there are no mistakes,” snys
Dunne. .

The American Furniture Man.
ufacturers Asscciation {AFMA)
is hendquartered in High Point,
N.C. -- tho home furnishings
capital of the world -- and has
more than 360 U.S. furniture
members,

M The Frank H. Boos Gallery,
420 Enterpriso Court in Bloom-
field Hills, will have an auction 8

p.m, Thursday, Feb. 1, featuring
pmperzy belonging to the estate
of Marshall Fredericks and other

estates and private collections.
Cnll {248) 332-1600.

W Decorating consultant Jea-
nine Matlow is tenching classes
in Oakland County: “Entertain-
ing with Stylo ('7 9 p.m. Thurs-

and “Decorating with Antiques
and Collectiblea® (7-9 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 27) through Weat
Bloomfield Community Educa-
tion. Learn innovative and
affordnblo ways to decorato and
entertain using items you have
in your home. For costs and
other information on tho classcs,
call Farmington Community
Education at (248) 489-3333,
The Longacre House at (248)
477 8404 or | Wost Bloomfield

day, Feb, 1), “ with
Antiques and Colluctiblea (10
a.m. to noon Saturday, Feb, 3)
and “Conversation Pieces” (7.9

p.m. Tk dny, Feb. 8) through
i C

at (248)
539 2290,

M Crafting, decorating and
cuukmg guru Katio Brown will
ate tive party deco-

Far ity Educa-
tion; “Decorating with Antiques
and Collectibles” (5:30-7:30 p.m.
Tucsday, Feb. 8) and “Entertain-
ing with Style” (6:30-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13) through The
Longacre House in Farmington;

rating at a free event 1-3 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 3, at JoAnn etc in
the Auburn Mile Shopping Cen-
ter, 600 Brown Road at Baldwin
in Auburn Hills. Brown, soon to
host programs on HGTV and the
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UPHOLSTERY

Custom Upholstery « Slip Covers
10-15% OFF ALL Beacon Hill, Robert Allen,
Kravet & Duralec Fabrics with this ad!
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Celebrate
our Grand Opening!

New Location Now Open in Auburn Hills!
100 Brown Road 248.393.6600
Monday - Friday 10am - 9pm / Saturday 10am - 6:00pm
Sunday Noon - 5pm
COMPLIMENTARY DESIGH SERVICE AVAILABLE
REACH US ON THE INTERNET AT. www.ethanallen.com
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— Top of the Line
Pamtmsg rywall, Inc.
and Sutton Construction

Commercial and Residential

Spring is just around the corner, are you
thinking about sprucing up your homa?
Think Top of the Line!
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> We Specialize in:

* Interior & Exterior Painiing
p * Drywall hanging & finishing
P * All typas of plaster work
p + All types of carpentry
P+ Basement finishing
P>« Additions .
P« Bathroom remodeling
: « Kitchen remodeling
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P We use Cromwell /
» Benjamin Moore
>

Food Network, will share her
knack for mixing homey appeal
with a hip sense of style and a
touch of romance. She will offer

will donate $6 of each seminar
fee to Habitat for Humanity,
The Feb. 17 seminars are; “Win-
dow Wondem. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.;

tips on d ng
and, entertuininx. including
some from her new book, Katie
Brown Entertainz, whila demon-
strating affordable how-tos that
take the stress out of decorating
and antortaining,
& Haberman Fabrics, 117 W,
Fourth in Royal Oak, presents a
variety of home decorating class-
es, They include the tl;reo-;clu-

and *T " 2:30-5:30
p.m, The Feb. 18 lcmfnnru are:
“Off the Wall ... And On,” 10
a.m. to 1 p.m,; and “Ruffles and
Flourishes,” 2:30-5:80 p.m.
Before Saturday, Feb. 3, you
may submit “design challengn
photos for Klein's reviow; contact
Haberman Fabrics for more
information. Costs aro $45 for
each mmlnnr 480 for one dny’s

sion “Advanced
lnwn, Mondays, Fch 6-19 ($45)

(which lncludeu lunch). 8115 far
threo which

(248) 6541-1 0010 or vimt
www.habermanfabrics.com
W Haberman Fabrica, 117 W,
Fourth in Royal Oak, will pre.
sent “Designs for Living,” four
decorating seminars with Mou-
recn Klein, Feb, 17-18. The atore

810-245-6082 7V
Ask for Dan

jfourdevelopment@ yahoo.com

33474 Woodward Ave.
2 Biks. N. of 14 Mile Rd.
- Birmingham (248) 647-5211

lunch on your full day of ses-
sions); or $160 for all four semi-
nars (which includes lunch both
days). Advance registration ia
required by phone, (248) 541.
0010; by mail; in person; or visit-
ing www.habermanfabrica.com
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