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Whalers lose to Spits in OT

A weankness hna been found in
the Plymouth Whalers’ game.

Just get them to overtime.

On Sunday at Windsor Arena
against the second-place team in
the West Division, the Spitfires,
the first-place Whalers went into
OT for the third time in four
gamea — and lost for the third
time, 4-3.

Jason Spezza's second goal of
the game and 24th of the season
gave Windsor the win at 1:05 of
the extra period. Spezza took
possession of the puck behind
the Whaler not; ho shot it in
front, but it hit Plymouth goalie
Rob Zepp's leg and went into the
net for the game-winner,

Plymouth still got a point, and
it still has a 16-point ndvnnhga

in the standings over the Spits.
Indeed, the Whalers were tied
for first overall in the Ontario
Hockey League with the Erie
Ottera going into last night's
game between the two,

And the Whalers got two
points the night before, romping
past the Kitchener Rangers 6:1
at Plymouth’s Compuware

Aguinat Windsor, the Whalers
let an early 3-1 lead escape, The
Spitfires’ Sal Peralta scored the
gama's first goal, on the power
play at 9:12 of the opening peri-
od.

Plymouth responded with
first-period goals by Stacey Brit-
stone, on the power play, from
Stephen Weiss and Damian
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Surma, and from Staphen Walss,
from Britstone and Surmn, The
latter came with 42 seconds left
in the period.

‘The Whalers increased their
lead to 3-1 when Weiss found the
not again, scoring his 30th of the
season from Chad Laroso and
Ryan O'Keofo ot 4:39 of tho sec-
ond period. The rest of the game,
however, belonged to Windsor.

Spezza’s first goal, on the
power play at 12:01 of the sec-
ond, narrowed the gap to 3-2;
Robin Boucher tied it at 3-all
with 4:08 left in the second. The
third period was scoreless,

Rob Zepp stopped 26 shots in
goal for Plymouth. Windsor's
Mike Leighton made 29 saves.

In the win over Kitchener Sat-
urday, the Whalers scored the
game'a first three gonls and
coasted to the triumph,

Larose accounted for two of
the goals as Plymouth pelted
Kitchener goalis Jeff Johnston
with 43 shots. Whaler goalie
Paul Drew faced just 18 shots,
making 17 saves,

Surma had a gonl and an
assist for Plymouth, with Chad
Wiseman, Britstone and O'Keefo
nlso getting goals.

‘beatsﬁ

Brett John's threo-gonl burst helped keop
atholic Central ahead of another one of the
state's. best teamms as the Shamrocka stopped
;. Grosse Points North, 8-2, at Redford Avens on
CC, which has tied Cranbrock (No. 1 in Divi-

in the last two weeks, stopped the Norsemen
‘(Jt:;;ll in Division 2) in no emall part thanks to

“After 'Jim Spiswak gave CC a 1-0 lead, Nor?;ls
- countered with a goal from Mike Barger. John

scored an unassisted goal for a 2-1 lead, then

period
“ John made it 3-2 with a xuul from Splewak
'.~and Eric Gicsa, then 4-2 in the third when he
-8scored from Brian Genrich and Jared Ross. Gen-
rich (from John) and Ross (from Eggert and
_ -Genrich)-capped the scoring for CC, now 14-0-2
- ‘overall nnd 6-0-1'in the Michigan Interscholnu-
" Ho Hodwy Luguu.

" RORTHVILLE 3, cmmeom 2 Uvon[u Churchitl's hock-

“Northvllls upended the Chargers at Nowi Ice Arena, 32,
The loss opanad the Loor for rival Livonia Frankiin to win
*.the Western Dlvialon of the Westem Lakes Activities Asso-
clation, All-the Patriots need la’a victary Fet, 9 over Ply-
.- mouth Canton to clinch the title outright.
*. . Churchilt I8 now 10-4-4 averall and finlihes 4-1@ ln the
“ M;Iom Nosthvills improved to 7-9-1 and 241,

another No. 1 team'

" tns, while outshiooting the Mustangs, 2626,
. ' But Northville camed tho victory with 8 gont in each

-sion 3) and beaten Trenton (No. 2 in Divisicn 1) -

" "Roger Horrie tied it for North in the second .

".ev.team suffored a_malar. biow Manday whon host . :
* fram Ryan Tracy and Scolt Sporka at 2:37 followed by Josh

" pariod,

+ 7" Churchlll didn't convert on 8 palr of nveon—ulrn -Itub'

] PREP HOCKEY

wlod — Tim Hillcbrand from Reb Ryan and Seott Schueter
8t 0;38 of the first; Jason Engabretson unassisted at 2:37

of the second; Bnd Scheular, the game-winnar on & power:

ploy amm from Asron Saiwood and Hiltabrand with 3:66 to -

[

Ryan Vnmmw scored for Churchill gt 4:35 of the opon-
ing pericd nnd Mike Andos Licd It at 22 with 9:51 In uw
third on an assls1 from Tom McKoe.

IN 8, W.L. WESTERN 2: Josh Garbutt's hat ek
lifed Livonla Franktin (8:1-5, 4-0-3) 10 & WLAA-Westam
Oivision victory Saturday, over host Walled Lake wmnm
(681, 1.5) at the Lokeland cs Arons. .

“This was b must-win game, but wo played ‘our worst -
game of the season,” Frankiln coach Temy Jobbltt sn!d,'
“The good news |s thot we ployed bad, but still won,

Fankiln scored the first four gemes — two cact in the
first Bnd second perluds -— to bulld 8 4-0 lead. .
Robert fed off with o gool at 6:38 from Joson Roblnson

and Andy Garbutt followed by Josh Garbutt's goal from
Anders Wondol and John Nichal ot 7:04. .
_In the second perlod, Robert tallied a powerplay goal

Gorbutt’s unassisted goal at 4:39,
But Western's Kyle Davis broke frankin netminder Chris
Gadutt's shu\u\n string ‘MU\ a goal at 10:29 of the some

Adam, Junu and Alan Shamoun scored st 1:43 and
8:29, Mapectlvely. 10 cut the deficit to 4-3 befors Josh
Garbutt’s empty netter with 56 soconds,

Rockers follow big vzctory with bad loss

‘It's difficult to tell what the
Detroit Rockers are going to do,
from game to game,

On Friday, they rebounded
from a four-point loss to the
NPSL's National Conference-
leading Toronto Thunder Hawks
to beat them 12-9 at Plymouth'a
Compuware Arena,

Big win against a first-place
team.

But then on Sunday, the Rock-
ers hosted the Buffalo Blizzard,
last in the NPSL's American
Conference, with former Rocker

dout Brian “Goose” Finnerty
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in goal for the Blizzard, The
result: an 11-8 loss at the Palace
of Auburn Hills.

The aplit left Detroit still in
last in the National Conference
with a 5-18 record. Toronto was
12.9 through the weekend; Buf-
falo was 9-13.

Agpinst the Blizzard Sunday,
the Rockers trailed 7-2 at the
half but narrowed that to 11-8
after three quarters. However,
they were scoreless in the fourth.

Marciano Boumann led Detroit
with two two-point goals. Martin
Nash and Shawn Boney scored
one two-pointer apiece,

Matt Little 1ud Buffalo with
three twoa and one asaist for
seven points. Andrew Crawford
and Chris Handsor added one
two-pointer apiece.

Finnerty turned away 19 shots
to earn the win in goal for Buffa-
lo. Placek had 14 saves.

In the win over Toronto Fri-
day, the Rockers bounced back
from a 7-6 deficit aftor three
quartors to outscore the Thunder

Hawks 7-2 in thee fourth. Fiv
different players scored goals for
Detroit, with Neil Gilbert and
Matt Knowles aach getting a
three-pointer.

Boney, Paul Daily and Denni
Brose added a two-pointe
apicce, and Joel Shanker got tw
a8Bists.

Toronto was led by Mauro
Biello with a threc-point goal
and two two-pointers. Jocelyn
Roy also had a two-pointer,

Placek made 11 saves to pick
up his third win. Theo Zager had
12 saves for Toronto.
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