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130 tudents. That would take into con-
skation 21 current fifth graders mov-
ing up to middle school next year,

The informational meetlnz will help
diggxict administrators decide the pro-

awareness throughout the district
includes hard-working committees on
public relations/marketing, parent orien.
tation and rescarch.

“What thoy woro nnylng is they love

grai's future. One area to be i is
whether thore is sufficient interest to
marit its cost,

Mgnnwhxln, %lt;:merer an%d schools

to tipdate parents during a mocting at
Gill, scheduled for 7 p.m. Wednesday,

21,
Maxfield met with about 70 parents in
Navember and already knows how much
they want the year-round program to con-
tinue. To underscore that point, an ongo-
ing campaign led by parents to raise

this p d said shortly after

the November meeting. “It gives them a

choice, fits their schedules botter and

they just think it's right for their chil.
ren.”

Makes sense
In a prepared st Gill Year

“Since we no longer need to schedule
the school calendar around an agricultur-
al year and since most children are ready
to go back to school after five or six aum-
mer weeks off, it seems the year round
calendar makes the most sense,” said
teacher Vickey Shaw.

Kindergarton teacher Linda Lipson also
noted how families and staff connect in a
familial way because of the program.

“Since: parents have specifically chosen
this program | for their c]nldrem they have

Round teachers omphasized how the
extended school calendar cases stross,
reduces the potential for burnout and
enablea youngsters to retain more from
year to year.

d their to being
active partners in their children’s educa-
tion,” sald Lipson in the statement, *I
think this is a definito strength of the

program.,
According to fifth grade teacher Jon

Editor
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Vondrasek, tho idea for “a
renl fnmlly atmosphere. The students all

ow cnch other, w! takes care of any
first-day jittera of wondering who will be
in their class. They also know who their
teacher will be the following year.”

Smaller class size is another benefit,
ensuring individualized instruction.

Students in the K-5 program attend the
same number of days ns do thoso in the
traditional calendar, even though their
year stretches into mid-July.

Gill Elementary School is b;tween Eight
Mile and Nine Mile roads on the west side

of Gill Road; (248) 489-3690.

Hubred is anxious to take the
reins at The Farmington
Observer.

*I'm really excited because I
know tho community very well
and truly enjoyed tho Jaat year
working in Farmington ond
Farmington Hills covering sto-
ries in both communities,” she
said.

“Joni will continue a tradition
of involvement in the communi-
ty that has been a trademark of
Farmington Observer editors
over the last two decades,” said
Susan Rosiek, publisher of the .
Observer Newspapera., “The
Fnrminnton/l-‘nrmlnxtcn Hills
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expect a lot of their
Observer cditor and Joni is
potsed to take on the chnllnngea
and opportunities that loom.”

“The Observer is pleased to
continue its tradition of excel-
lenco in community journalism
with Joni at the head of our
Farmington/Farmington Hills
team,” added Roaiek,

“I'm looking forward to contin-
uing the emphnsis on communi-
ty involvement and community
focus eatablished by my prede-
cessor, Joanne Maliszewski,”
Hubred said,

Maliszewsk! left the newspa-
per last Dec. 1 to take a position
with Boyden Global Executive
Search in Bloomficld Hills.
Observer veteran copy editor
Doug Johnson filled the gap
until Maliszewski's replacement
was named this week,

Hubred's family lives in Mon-
tevideo in southwest Minnesota;
she was born and raised in Hoff-
man, Minn. She is the mother of
two childron: Jared, 21, and
Leah, 19.

A Farmington resident for
almost n yenr, her hobbies
include indoor gardening, walk-
ing around town and reading
“voraciously.”
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real estate section with Barry
Jensen as editor and Doug
Funke ns lead writer.

Front-page real estate colum-
nists are Robert Meisner on legal
issues and Tim Phillips on mort-
gages,

A third-place award for the
HomeTown Life section was
enrned for best young people's
coverage,” a section and covernge
overseen by editor Kim Mortson.

All told, the Observer Group
~— which also includes papers in
Livonin, Westland, Garden City,
Plymouth, Canton and Redford
— took home 18 awards, includ- .
ing four first-place honors. .

“We are proud to receive this
recognition from the Suburban -
Newspapers of Amorica,” said .
Hugh Gallagher, mannging edi.
tor of the Observer Newspapors.”
We work hard te produce what
wo believe are the best commu- -
nity newspapers in the country.
The SNA awards encourage us :
to continuo to improve what we -
do to serve our roadera.The.
respect of our readers is always |
our highest reward.” B

Qther winnoers: R

W Livonia — Firat plnce, best
editorial writing; first place, best
special section (“Livonia at 60);
first place, beat sports photojour-
naliam (photographer Tom Haw-
ley); second place, best local elec-
tion covernge; and third place, .
best front page. Local editor is:
Dave Varga. .

@ Westland — Third place,
best breaking nows story (staf
writer Darrel Clem); and secon
place, best in-dopth reportin
(also Clem). Local editor is Juli
Brown, .

® Redford — Third plaw.—
best sports writing (staff writer
Paul Beaudry); and third place,
best environmental coverage. -
Loca editor is Jeff Counts, .

@ Plymouth - A pair of indi-.
vidual awards went to photogra- |
pher Paul Hurechmann, who'
won third-place honors in the-
eategory of best sporta photojour-
nalism, and to local editor Brad '
Kndr!ch who was recognized
witha leennd-plam award in the
category of best column writing.

* Read Dan
,O’Meara s
sports coverage




