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: Experimenting: Power
Middle School students
(clockwise, from J{runt left)
Jessica Booth, Alese Bag-
dol, Elizabeth Whitfield,
Elizabeth Ferriss, Alexan-
dra Butkovich and
Octavia Brown work on
an experiment at Walt
Disney World’s Island
xplorer station.

Power’s science club
leads to adventures,
even travel to Florida

By T Symrit
STAFY WRITER
tsmith@oe.komocomm.net

Join a club and go to Walt Dis-
ney World. Well, that’s not
exactly the incentive for Power
Middle School’s first Young

(3700 per student) were paid for
by the participants and their
families, with the help of fund-
raisers.

YES Club members were
accompanied by five parent
chaperones and Power science

Club.

teachers Sheila Gappy and

But 27 sixth- and seventh-
graders who lova science signed
up in March 2000 for the after-
school YES Club and most were
still on board in late August,
when the current achool year
began. From that group, 23 trav-
cled to Walt Disncy World in
Orlando in December.

At the resort, thoy wed newly-
found lessons with hands-on,
interactive activities shared with
professionnl scientista and con-
servationists. For example,
experiments were done to “track”
stuffed animal lizards. The trips

Fun [n Florlda: A visit with an Epcot Center sczcntzst
was part of the trip for Power Middle School students

(from left) Elizabeth Whitfield, Laura Kakos, A

my

Duseck and Molly Carroll. The school’s Young Environ-
mental Scientists Club recently traveled to Florida fur
a combination of fun and hands-on learning.

Hoop . from page

AL . .

Nancy Morris, who co-sponsored
the YES Club,

“I had a great experience being
with the kids outside of school,
watching them interact,” Gappy
said, during the recent' pizza

party “graduation” that conclud.
ed the first year of the club. At
the party, students also rececived
certificates.

Morris described the Florida
visit a8 educational and hands-
on, “where they got to seo scien-
tists working.”

(Ironically, the Disney pro-
gram also {s known as YES,

standing for the Youth Educa-

tion Series.)

Fun time learning

“I like science and I didn't
just do it (sign up) because of
Florida,” said 12-year-old Eliza-
beth Ferriss, also {n seventh
grade, “I did it because I like
science and labs and stuff.”

Her mom, Andrea Ferriss,
concurred with that statement.

“Elizaboth has expressed
interest in being a veterinari-
an,” Andren said. “She's enjoyed
animals since she was a tod-
dler, and I thought thia would
be a good experience to bridge
academic classroom learning
with real-world science and
carcers.”

The trip to Florida basically
was the icing on the program
cake, snid Gappy. Students
enjoyed a variety of hands-on,
scientific activities much closer
to home.

“We went to the woods and
did some tracking of male blue-
birds,” she cxplained. *We did
Internet research on endan-

public relations department
were there, and 66 children in
grades K-2 Joved it. Moreland
and Ruff run }mskclbull cﬂmlu

loved it and the parents who
watched loved it too.”

Piston T-shirts and certifi-
cates also were given to the

and a
throughout the metropolitan
Detroit area.

“Each child had their own
basketball and sat around the
gym floor,” Alameda Principal
Helene Blackman said Wednes-
day. “They were dribbling,
passing the ball back and forth
to each other. They ended by
shooting baskets. The kids

7 Blackman said Tuesday's
after-school clinic was the fol-
low-up to an Alameda assembly
in mid-January, when More-
innd and Ruff “talked about
teamwork, getting along and
being kind. They talked about
how to get along.”

“It's an example of the way a
sports team encourages good

citizenship,” the principal
added. P P P
Meanwhile, Alameda will be
a Pistons Partner school on Fri-
day, March 2, when the team
takes on the Miami Heat.
Blackman said all Alameda
families are invited to attend
the game, and from six to 10
youngsters will get to walk out
onto the Palace floor prior to
the contest. Blackman said the
lucky kids will have their
names drawn in a lottery.

Say Y.E.S.: Members of the Power Middle School Y.E.S. Club are as follows: front
row from left, Elizabeth Ferriss, Joel Knight, Sam Kakos, Ryan Berndt, Adam

Dubois and Erik Baker; middle row from left,

Alison Mroz, Amy Dusek, Laura

Kakos, Andrea DAgostmo, Radhika Upadhyaya, Mark Bullu:m, Nathan Walker;

back row from left, fmculty
roll, Kristen Stahl, Alese B

co- jponsoe;‘l;faétcy Morrw,

Ameya Walimbe and Chris Clark.

gered species...”

Some of the youngsters at the
year-ending pizza party talked
about benefits of being in the
YES Club.

“I've always liked science,”
said seventh-grader Nathan
Walker, 12, *] think it's fun and
really interesting. There are all
different things you get to see.”

Ancther soventh-grader, Joel
Knight, 12, likes science because
the subject “involves everything,
it's not just about numbers.”

Seventh-grader Amy Dusek,
13, said youngsters had a lot of
fun in the club, “But you had to
bo organized and ready.”

For 13-year-old seventh-grader
Elizabeth Whitfield, being part
of the YES Club might also lead
to n career in veterinary
medicine someday. *I like ani-

mals a lot, I'm !.hmking nbou! 'y
career in science.”

Although the debut of thn
after-school club was deemed
successful, both teachers said no
decision has yet been made
sbout continuing it into 2001-02,
A survey of parents will be one
of the factors in the decision,
which could be made this spring.

YES kids

Other studenta participated in
the first year of the Power YES

DEPRESSION PATIENTS

Research Focus Group in the Detroit Area

If you have been diagnosed with Depression, and
have tried at least two different antidepressants, we

may be able to invite you
marketing rescarch focus

to participate in a
group about a new

treatment for it. All information will be ;m;[l!
confidential. No last names are needed. Those who
participate in the study will be paid $75 for their
time (approximately 90, minutes.) Call 800-559-5954
and ask for Diane between 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
weekdays (otherwise leave a message and we can
call you back-discreetly) to learn more,

Shelby Gallowa
ichy Elizabeth Wi ttﬁel

, Moll Car-

club (apellings supplied by the
school): Alese Bagdol, Erik
Baker, Ryan Berndt, Jessicn
Booth, Octavia Brown, Mark
Bullion, Alexandra Butkovich,
Molly Carroll, Chris Clark,
Andres D'Agostino, Adam
Dubois, Shelby Galloway, Insiya
Haosan, Chris Hult, Laura
Kakos, Sam Kakos, Kelly
Koenigsknecht, Alison Mroz,
Monn Shah, Kristen Stahl, Rad-
hika Upndhyuyu and Ameyu
Walimbe,
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PIONEER STATE MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

is proud to weicome

P Insurance

Pionesr State Mutual welcomes
Szura Agency to our growing statewide network of
indapandent insurance agencles.

As a member of the Pionesr family of agencies, Szura Agency offers
ge for your home, auto, business, and fann.

Contact Szura Agency soon and ask
about Pioneer Stats Mutual, the company that offers
“Insurance the way It should be.”

SZURA AGERCY, INC.
109 E. 4th Streat
Rochester, M! 48307
248-651-4487




