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'Michigan residents need to
have a little more faith in their
state and ita evolving high-tech
economic vinbility, aays Doug
Rothwell,

“‘The head of the Michigan Eco-
nomic Development Corporation
admits that DaimlerChrysler's
job' cuts, plant closings and
ﬁnnnciul problems are “bad
news.”

-“But put this in perspective as
to whoro Michigan is teday,” he
urges: 95 percent diversity in
ifidustry and jobs compared to
78 pareont only 10 or 20 yoars
ago.

“*Over the last 10 years, over
700,000 joba (have been) created,
only 60,000 of which are in men-
ufacturing,” he says. “Of the
remaining 660,000 jobs, all are
in ongineering or high tech

dreas,

“Michigan {s the No. 4 stato for
high tech jobs in the country”
and the top state for attracting
and keeping businesses, he says,

“We're going to take our
lumps,” says the MEDC’s presi-
dent and chief executive officer.
“But at tho samo time, we hope-
fully have enough momentum
behind the change in Michigan
that we can work our way
through this.”

A better idea
Tho Lnnmnx-bnsed Rothwnll
d Michigan
lnsueu Wednesday  with

reporters, cditors and publishers
from the Hometown Communi-
cations Network Ine., of Livonia,
which publishes the Obscrver &
Eccontric newspapers. He was
invited by Philip H. Power,
Homeotown founder, owner and
bonrd chairman, who is also a
member of Rothwell’s MEDC
bonrd

**I edmire what Doug has done
with MEDC,” says Power, o
Democrat who praised the
MEDC as “one of the most effec-
tive initintives of the (Republi-
can Gov. John) Engler adminis-
tration,”

Power says past economic
development efforts were “gen-
erally. ... ineffective™ because
thoy focused on “how do you
~bribe companics to put planta in
Michigan.” Also, operations
were “hampered” by civil service
restrictions that thwarted hirlng

people” and pi
ed functioning in a “private-sec-
tor” way, he soys.

As a publicly chartered corpe-
ration, the MEDC escaped such
restrictions and, Power hopes,
will continue into the new
administration in two years.

He notes that tho MEDC led
the United States three straight
years in new or expanded site
locntions and also has earned
Michigen laurels for having the
best businesa attraction program
in North America.

*“This organization has suc-
ceeded in establishing a track

MEDC's mission, he says, is
“to serve the business communi-
ty, to help them create and
rotain jobs, but also to work with
the communities to help us pre-
pare for growth in a amart way,
in a way that’s going to meot
their local needs.

“And that's n fundamental
respect we have for those com-
munities: We do not want to
impose our views on what com-
munities should do or not. We
really want to respect and halp
them develop their own plans for
growth and really try to help
them moet their objectives,”
Rothwell says.

Local control

That's not easy, he says, con-

Outlining the
future: Doug
Rothwell, pres-
ident of the
Michigan Eco-
nomic Develop-
ment Corpora-
tion, presents
his views to
Hometown
Communica-
tions editors.
Behind Roth-
well is Kath-
leen McMahon,
MEDC director
of communica-
tions,
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sidering Michigan's strong Home
Rule policy that allows govern-
mcm.s to locato plants and other

ly without

v pendency

A strong Detroit

Regarding Detroit Mayor Den-
nis Archer's complaint that
Qakland County markets itself
by saying, “Look at us'and for-
got nbout Detroit,” Rothwell
saya:

“I don't think anlund {aoln
they can be na succesaful as they
want to be without a strong
Detroit, And if they don't realize
that, they're wrong. If we don't
have a atrong Detroit, this
;zg_iun will never be what it can

Rothwell says MEDC condi-
tioned its $1 million in aid to
Detrolt on the basis that titles
to 1,800 properties needed for
new development must be
cleared or the monoy repaid.

The propertics are an example
of why Farmer Jack supermar.
kets may put its new $2.5.mil-
lion warehouse in Livonia:
“Detroit has no property for it,”
says Rothwell,

Now technology pnrkl in

well p will

n’gnrd for. or cooperuﬂon with,

go | hnnd in-hnnd with urban

Rothwell says lhn MEDC is
working for

edey and be located
mA!nly in rlu\vntnwns inatead of

by gotting governments and
planning commissions to “look at
the impact” on surrounding com.
munities. MEDC has even held
seminars around the state for
local officials.

‘Tho impact issue, he says, “has
brought people together where
there woren't programs that
instigated that type of conversa-
tion in the past,”

Rothwell snys communities
hm{c to recognize their interde-

Tharel a need to attract
young, technologically skilled
people to Michigan to fill the
high-paying jobs in information
tachnology. engmeering and

dical science Michi;

pnl —that “4 Michlgan, you
cannot only get a great job, but o
great life.” It also encourages
Michigan employers to offer paid
internships,

MEDC also aims to improve
the telecommunications and
technology infrastructure in
Michigan. It put all ita own ser.
vices on the Internet, making
information available 24 hours a
day,

The future

As for MEDC's future, Roth-
well says, "We're trying to get n
cloger relationship with our uni-
versities,” to got them to ace
“that cconomic development is
part of (their) mission,

“If you look around the coun-
try, a lot of the regions that have
done well™ have done so because
“it's the univarsities leading the
charge, not the government.”

Here's what Rothwell says on
other koy issues:

@ Mass transit: “It would be
great if we had more of it,” but
settling the competition between
the Detroit and suburban sys-
tems comas firat., However, the
region’a “dispersion of jobs and
people is 80 great” that “I'm not
sure a fixed rail system would
work here,” other than a line
paralleling Woodward from
Detroit to Pontiac, Buses and jit-
ney systems would be the

answer.
Alley in Oak-

Aut, 41,

has

and is trying to get, he expln!na
And those young people want to
}m where things are *happen-
m|

Tc recruit them, MEDC is
advertising — in Chlcngo and
Cincinnati and on college cam-

. IT PAYS TO GET MOVING

Run it out of your garage into
your hometown classified section.

And once your ad for your car, truck, van, boat
motorcycle—whatever— arrives, we'll park it in your
homatown classified section until it really moves.

That's right, we'll keeé running your classified
transportation ad until it sells!

Every wesk we have nearly 500,000 readers and we

land County: MEDC is a mem-

ber, “very involved in all activi-

ties and actually cosponsor s lot

of things that they do ... These

local efforts are critical because

(‘:ﬁ}::l:lgun is) not viewed as high-
ch.’

-tech future

W No‘union representation on
MEDC: “Mayba there should” be,
but “unjons are having a declln~
ing influence right now” and
only a smal} percentage of now
Michigan companics are union.
ized. “But maybe that's some-
thing that we should do more of.”

# Helping laid-off workers find
Jjobs in Michigan: Worker transi-
tion programs are available, but
nuto workers' contracts pay so
well and the benefits are so
many choose ta wait for their old
Jjobs to re-ope;

| Elec:ric puwer' Mlcbignn
laws are not nearly as restrictive
regarding power companies as
are California’s. Also, Michigan
isn't as energy dependent. *We
have been told by the Public Sor-
vice Commission that we're
going to be OK as long as we
don't have o severe summer,”
but there will be brownouts ~ not
blackouts — if it is severc.

These days, Rothwell is get-
ting to “enlighten® folks in black-
out-ravaged California,

He recalle the woeful 1080s,
when the economy was so bad,
people were leaving The Mitten
State in droves and a mean joke
wos moking the rounds: “The
last one in Michigan, turn out
the lights,

Rothwell's MEDC is sending
out ﬂuhlighu with letters “to a
bunch of high-tech companies in
the Sllicun Valley saying, ‘The
lights are still on in Michigan.”

.He explains that the flash-
lighu are to help the California
techies find their way into Michi.
gan's once-again sunny - and
inereasingly technologically
advanced — business climate.

know that one (or a whols lot more) will'be on your
phone in no time at all.
~So start your engines and call us today!
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it's in the benefit of the state,”
Power says.

Not about politics

. Rothwell aays that economic
dovelopment “really shouldn't ba
about politics.” How companics
grow and try to do business
*doesn't conform very well to the
political cycle,”

The thinga MEDC does “aro
.there to help every community
.Erow,” he says. “And communi-
;ties are growing no matter who's
‘in_power. It (economic develop-
‘ment) should be a win.win for
svery
K MEDC: contractual partner-
-hip between the state and some
40 Michigan government entitiea
w-including the economic devel-
.opment corporations of both
Wayne and Oakland counties
‘and those of the cities of Farm-
pgton Hills, Novi and Detroit —
mean efforta to kill the MEDC
‘Wuld have to be approved by all
40, Raothwell aays.

Renewal by Aadersen - Window replacement

f.l'l)lll deompany vou can trust.

If high heating bills are getting you down, don't
wait. Get your old windows replaced with beautiful,
new energy-efficient windows.

W Custom-sized replacement windows that carry the
Andersen® name.

B Starc-to-finish replacement process, we do it all.

B Styles and colors to march or change the look
of your home.

To arrange for a free in-home estimate,

call us at
(888)-537-3639

or visit our showroom

LIVONIA
37144 Six Mike Rosd
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H(‘\.\'

SY ANDERSEN




