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Commander ends 32-year career
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Dennis Rochford seems a little  ian staffers, eign Wars Police Officer of the school,” he said. "I‘ha older I got,
young to be retiring. “It's amazing. [ waa fortunate Year. the more I enjoyed it.”

But the 50-; yenr-nld Farming-
ton Hills Police Commander
doea have n 32-yoar-long career
behind him ~ having started as a.
cadet even before Farmington
Hills waa a city.

“I'm maxed out on retirement,
6o it's time to move on,” ho aaid
of his decision, “Police work is a
young person’s profession. You
need new ideas all the time,”

No one in Rochford’s family
guided him into a law enforee-
ment career, He tried college,
but it roally wasn’t what he
wanted. At the time, he was
working in a gas station in
Detroit that was a rogular stop
for police officers.

“These guys looked like they
enjoyed their jobs,” he said. *So 1
thought I'd try it.”

As a codet with the Farming-
ton Township Police, Rochford
answered phones, dispatched
and handled the front desk.

enough to watch this area grow,”
he sald. “Grow as acityand as a
police department.”

‘That has been largely positive,
ho said, with the only real nega.
tive aspect shared by moat of
metro Detroit, that the roads
haven't kept up with the traffic.
Rochford feels city officials have
done n good job of controlling the

growth,

“It's a real well-run city,” he
commented. “It's boen fun to
watch.”

In 1971, Rochford was promot-
ed to police officer and worked
patrol, As he worked his way
through the ranks, he served in
the detective bureau, but
returned to patrol, where he has
served as a sergeant, licutenant,
captain and commander, with
more than 80 officers roporting
to him.

During his tenure, he's
recoived many letters of appreci-
ation, citations, commendations,

Rochford returned to college in
his late 208, earning an Associ-
ate of Arts degree in Criminal
Justice from Madonna Universi-
ty. But having been in the field,
he found the subject matter a lit-
tle...well...boring,

“I've always loved math,” he
said, when nsked about the
Bachelor of Sclence degree he
holds in accounting. “I'm the
type where I'm very orderly and

* focused, That's one thing that

drew me to police work was the
structure.”

He has also picked up a Mas.
ters in Public Administration
from Eastern h Univer-

A member of tho Furmington
Hille Police Department’s
Benevolent Association,
Rochford has been a regular vol-
unteer at the ronual “Cops for
Kids” 10K run for muscular dys-
trophy, is & mentor in the Farm-
ington Public Schools' mentoring
program, and he serves on the
city’s retirement board und the
board of the Livingston Oakland
Federal Credit Union,

Rochford, who is looking for-
ward to spending a month in
Florida with his parents and
then traveling and golfing,
wruppnd more than three

f in a few

sity and is a graduate of North.
western University’s School of
Police Staff and Command and
the 177th session of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation's
National Academy. Rochford
aeid it has always been impor-
tant to him to keep his mind

words of advice he’s given to
young patrol officers,

“Treat everybody the way you
want to be treated, and never
take this for granted. We're out
there to serve the peoplo, and
the citizens are our customers.”
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Top officer: Dennis Rochford retired on Friday,
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~« Naturally Glossy mastara in Jet Black

In 3 steek, ultra-chic python print
makeup bag, this great gift Includes:
» Dramatically Cifterent

* Clinigue Happy Perfume Spray
« Touch Base eyeshadow In Nude Rose

* Rinse-Off Eye Makaup Solvent
* Extra bonus change purse

Yours at no extra charge with any
Clinique purchase of 16.50 or more.

your added bonus:

With your purchase of 35.00 or more,
geta limited edition matching tote. In two
tones of blus, it's sleek and chic, too.
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eye lift

things are looking up.
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CALL 500-424-8188 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (853-7500) open Sun.12-8, Mon.-Sat, 10-9.
FOR IMFORMATION call 953-7500. CHANGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Exprezs® Card or Discover®,
LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONLA, CORMER OF MEWBURON RCAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAXE THE SIX NILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 276). |

Look For Our New Store
PINING MID FIBRUARYI




