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Spas offer TV,
sounds along with
muscle massage
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Tlme to relax: Mark Sims keeps his spa operating all year long in the yard of his Westland
home. The water's warmth and the spa’s massaging jets help him relax after a long day of
work.

A little bubbly: The spa, sold and dis-
tributed by Cal Spa, features jets
that spray on backs, necks, arms,
PN . [ves and toes. Different seats allow
for different water massages.

their muacles feel botter”

Spas once carried the reputation as n status
symbol for the “single guy,” said Jeremy Hershey,
assistant manager at Fireplace & Spa.

*“Today, a lot of people buy it for the family,”
Hershey said, “Parents buy it to spend time with
their kids. Wives like it and it's a nice way to

increaso the pump's efficiency.

Only na few apas ordered from the Can-
ton atere have been installed inaide
homes, said Hershey. “A vast majority
have them installed on their decks, pavers
or patios. Most put them outside. It's nice
using it when it's cold outside.”

kabramexyk@oe.homocomm.net

ark Sims of Westland always stayed at

hotels that included hot tubs or spas
while vacationing.

The relaxation he experienced from the spa

after a long day of traveling wasn't Jost on him, bring the family together” ‘When people buy spas now, they want
*As much as I enjoyed them on vacation, 1 Th jets don't 1 them mointenance-free, Hershey said,
. ended up buying ane,” Sims anid. *“Mine's out- these jets don't lag P . | Warranties tast five years an the tub for
side, and I wouldn't have it any othor way. It's “Spas vary in “therapy” and how thoy *hydro- * | electrical, parta and labor, 10 years on the
relaxing, it's soothing, and you can uso it in the different usually fc on | shell (or surface), and a lifetime warranty

the neck, back, calves and feet. Sometimes it
depends on the seat chosen by the spa user.

The Atlantic, Cal Spa’s most popular model,
offers six different seating positions. (Spas range
in size from four scats to a capacity of six or
seven people.)

One seat focuses on the shoulders and lower
back, the lumbar therapy scat jets water onto
tho entire back. Two other scats houso
ndjustable jets to massage neck muscles.

on the heater or ozone system.

Spas ot Fireplace & Spas, rangé in price
from $5,000 to $3,000, Sims said his elec-
tric bills increased about $50 a month in
winter to operate his spa.

Murray said Dimension One is the only
spa seller that will guarantee $20 operat-
ing costs per month for normal use in its
warranty for the Dimension One Spa.

“You sce a lot of spas with fiberoptics,

morning or r work.”

That reaction is common in the hot tub and
apa business, spa sellers and distributors said at
the Home Improvement Show in Novi, Feb. 1-4,

AlittleR & R

“People always talk about how it's good for
your jointa and how thoy help with atreas,” said
Gary Martin, atore manager of Fireplace & Spa

iﬂsﬂn‘;’[‘- ) for Four § Sit in one of these, and these rigid, stiff mus- sterco systems and o lot of glitz,” Murray | |8 A
ean Murray, sales monager for Four Scasons | clea and jointa will melt into jelly. Sit long said. "But people want a low clectric bill " -
L} in hfield, said cust: enjoy the | enough, and you won't want to climb back out. and they w[fnr leas maintenance. They Under cover: Spa owners can purchase any

relaxation. “They enjoy the jets, they enjoy the | (Anyono with a heart condition should check don't huvo the time to cheek the chemicals 1/HNE from a gazebo to this simple umbrella

Keith Hueffner, manager with Masters Spas of
Michigan of Utice, said spa purchasers love the
magnetic hydrotherapy. “People get stuck in traf-
fic, they get home and they want a place to
relax,” Hueffher said, *It not only gives them n
place to relax, it helps them sleep better when
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Backyard fun: Cal

spas and dress up backyards.

hot water,” Murray said. “You can use them any- | with a doctor first.) every day” to help shelter the spa and protect it from the
time you want, whether it is 2 a.m. or 6 a.m.” Hershey said spa purchasers love the *foot F outside climate. Four Seasons Sunroom fea-
dome,” offered in spas ranging in price between eatures tured these Dimension One Spas at the recent

$8,000 and $9,000. Whirlpoo! jets shoot 200 gal-
lons & minute on your feet, while a CD-stereo
system plays music.

Cal Spa also features a new heat exchange
unit to protect the henting clement from any cal-
citration and a new Dually power unit to

Dimension One's patented Ultra Pure
‘ater M: § ]|

filtors, heats and “ozonates™ spn water, d

tems

zones.
is warranted against blistering, cracking or

cracking or delamination for five
years. Pumps, tha control system, the
heater parts and internal plumbing
arc warranted for five years.

Mpster Spas of Michigan offer a 13-
inch TV set with two spenkers that
pop up in carners located dingonally
from the television. Hueffner throws
the TV remotae into the water, then
picks it up and switches channels.

The Master Blaster Foot Therapy
System activate 14 nozzles on each
foot with 200 gallons per minute.
Fiberoptic lights and waterfalls set
the mood,

The Legend spas also offer hydro-

calling for fewer chemicals, Models include 100
percent foam insulation, interchangeable jet sys-
ludi 100-gait inut hoon
et for the feet and legs. Other jets can change
water volume, pattern width and speed. Four-
teen jets mnssage aix different muscle-group

Dimension One spas at Four Seasons range
from $2,995 to $10,000, The Ultra Life apa shell

delamination for the life of the spo. The Quarite
Plus spa shell is warranted against blistering,

Home Improvement Show in Novi.

Microban built into the acrylic surface of the spa
Wl;h an encrgy-efficient pump and insulated
tub.

Master Spa prices its units from $3,495 to
$12,900, It plso offers the only polymer plastic
gazebo on the market.

Spas can bo sheltered inside a gazebo. Fire-
place & Spa offera a fiberglasa pavilion, which
offersa panoramic view of the aky and surround-
ings.

Homeowners love the fiberoptic lights, Her-
shey said, “There’s something about sitting in
the dark with the lights,” Hershey said.

Badzont

ic therapy, “There are a lot of

Spa also sells gazebos and patio furniture to accompany its

sports athletes using the magnetic
therapy,” HuefTner said. It also offers
antimicrobial protection with

Falling water: Many different spas feature this
waterfall option. The waterfall feature was
added to help with the spa’s calming effect.
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Stop the floods

inl

problems.

; 8 face p
flooding if pipes burst when they
are out. The Appliance Doctor

tells of an invention to stop those

See Home Work, Page 3

MARTY FIGLEY

Border order

Check out your options before
starting that border garden
this spring.

See Garden Spot, Page 4
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Valentine couple:

A Farmington Hills couple
offer their recipe for a success-
ful marriage.

Sece HomeTown Life, page 5




