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Safari With Us!” building tour.

Also enjoying the aafari tour
wore current students such as
third grader Elizabeth Heffron,
who undoubtedly would hate to
aoe hor school fold -~ which
remains a distinct possibility,

“It's roally fun,” Elizabeth
said. “I want (Gill) year-round to
stay and I hope that it will.”

A lot will depend on how many
parents were impressed enough
Monday night to aign up and
posaibly recruit others into the
ninth-year program. With repre-
sentatives from nearly 50 fami.
lies in attend the resp:

route, which included opportuni-
ties for childron to viait teachers
and participate in activities such
as "Pin the Trunk on the Ele-
phant” in first grade teacher
Cindy Shuster’s clasasroom.

“Wo really want to get him
enrolled here,” said Stanley, a
city of Farmington Hills fire-
fighter, “All we're doing now ia to
get him excited about what the
school offers.” .

Comparison
In the crowded media center,

Zimmerer compared the year-
round and traditional calend

to the p i d to

be positive. .

Currently, there are about 100
students enrolled in the yenr-
round program, which is located
in one wing of traditional Gill
Elementary,

“We've heard there is more
individunlized attention (from
teachers) in the year-round pro-
gram and a shorter summer
l’)‘renlf," said John Collins of

to show there I8 less
difference than what might be
perceived.

“People understood the calen-
dar, and just seeing it to make a
visual comparison is an impor-
tant thing,” said Zimmerer,
adding that one of the problems
in selling the program is “percep-
tion. Peaple need to see the cal-
endar,”®

Highlights of the year-round

Yard de the followi

F Hills, in

with his wife, Kelly. “So there's

better retention.”
And John has somo personal

experience to draw from, having

attended a Plymouth-based year-

round school in seventh grade,

include the

@ Students attend school for
183 days, just like traditional
clomentaries and follow the
identical curriculum. °

& At Gill, children from the
year-round and traditional
schools 3) h

Februery (traditional students
also are off for one of those two
weeks in each break) and a two-
week break in May, Thoso
breaks are called intercessions.
Parenta also nsked what might
be the social impact of moving a
child from the traditional school
sotting or from a different school
attendance area. In particular,
thoy wented to know if existing
friendships might be jeopar-

But Zi staff b

haps spread the word. To help
keep information flowing, o
video is being produced to soon
air on education channel 10.
Many parents will continue to
actively promote the program.

Apples and oranges
Other positive aspects of the
year-round program, according
to a fact ‘sheet distributed at the
meeting, include: reducing stress
and burnout for teachers and
dente; increasing student

and parents of students now in
the program assured them that,
if anything, youngsters make
new friends while keeping their
old ones.

“It's just brondened his hori-
zona,” Barb Maas, whose son

chary attends kindergarten in

motivation.

One parent ot the meeting,
Joy Davis, is still unsure about
carolling a child in the program
for next year. She wanta to find
out if it stacka up academically
to the traditional calendar and if
families keep their children
cf\mlled for the duration of their

the year-round program,
ded from the audi
It works for them

Adding insight was Zachury’s
dad, Terry Maas epoke glowingly
about the program; he men-
tioned that he becamo sold on
yoar-round education after
attending a similar informa-
tion/orfentation meeting a year

ago.
“I can't say enough good things
about it u’nd that's why I'm on

*You do get bored in
time,” he said. “This (program)
sllows them to make a better
transition to the next grade,
becauso they are still learning.”

The Collina' live in the Gill
attendance arca and are looking
to enroll two children into the
year-round program for next
yoar, Their daughter, Kaitlin,
now attends second grade at the
traditional Gill school and their
son, Cameron, will start kinder-
garten in the fall.

Another interested family
were the Barnes’, including
Brende, Stenley and their 5-
year-old son, Jordan.

They went nlong the safari

get
for lunches, sssemblies and
to form a buildi )
community. :

@ Both schools start at the
same time, in late August, But
whereas traditional schools end
in early June, the Gill Year
Round Education Program con-
cludea in mid-July, etill allowi;

he to keep it,” said
Terry Maas, “I believe in it and I
believe it works.”

Following the meeting, Barb
Maas and Zimmerer scemed
optimistic,

*“The parents I talked to were
sold on the idoa,” Maas snid.
“They felt‘. as I do, that we're not

about six weeks of summer vaca-
tion. .

B The shorter summer vaca-
tion doesan’t mean y

an 1 society

‘Wo don't need three months off
for sumrmer anymore. It's just a
logical caiendar, lt’m‘?kcu sense.”

]
and their families misa out on
breaks and trips. Théy inatead
are imbedded throughout the
rest of the school year, with two-
week breaks in November and

Zi
optimiatic that the parents who
attended the meeting will sign
up for next year - kindergarten
registration ia the week begin.
ning Monday, Feb. 26 ~ and per-

Y

“T'd like to find out if the num-
bers are dwindling by fifth
grade,” Davis said. *... Are people
sticking with it?*

According to Zimmerer, class
sizes are too small to make a
comparison with traditional

00l8.

"But they (at the ycar vound
school) do less review,” Zimmer-
er exploined, “Students are fresh
and ready to learn after ench
intercession.”

To answer Davis' other ques-
tion, enrollment has dropped in
recent years. But the level of loy-
alty and devotion to the program
remains at a peak level.

The bottom line facing the Gill
Year-Round Education Program
=~ such dovotion must quickly
translate into increased enroll-
ment.

“The parents hove been out-
standing to work with and have

- certainly done more than I ever

dreamed of,” Zimmerer said.
*They are dedicated to the spirit
of year-round, Now, we wait and
see.” ¢

Shot In the dark: Leighton Douglas Gaines plays pin
the trunk on the elephant.

STAYY Piiotoa pY BLL BREXIYR
What's it all about?: Principal Gayle Zimmerer dis- .
cusses the year-round school concepts with Stan and
Brenda Barnes. One-year-old Brandon snoozes on his
Dad’s shoulder while his brother Jordan visited class
rooms.

1

Worksheet time: Christic Scott has a question about

early explorers of the new world for teacher Karen

Quigley.
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blue sea waters, nffixed to the
inner boat walls to rescmble
portholes; a drawbridge conncet-
ed to the bont by paper chaina
and rope; and a French flag.

*A child had an old French
flag and thought, ‘Hey, let's be
sailing for France,” Quigley
explained.

On deck

Rewarding .

By providing a visual and the-
matic connection to the materi-
al, Quigloy emphasized that stu.
dents learn the subject a variety
of ways,

But they also “take ownership
with so much that goes on,” said
Quigley, while her students
were pnrﬁcla:tinx in a mid-day’

Inside the innovative ion,
Quigley and students together
read textbook pnssages about
explorers Cortez, DeSoto, Coron-
ado and deBalbon. Then they
begen designing posters or
brochures for their own ships,
somo with the use of classreom
comiputers,

For cxample, such work
included:

M Students Murphy Thiel and
Baratt Shanaman, who otched
the beginnings of posters for
their respective fictitious ships,
*Shrimpmate” and the “S.5.
Shanaman.”

® Student Ben Peven, who
was typing a help wanted adver-
tisement for his boat, *The Ger-
man Sailor.” Among positions
needed were chef, deck hand,
assistant captain, doctor and
shipwright.

@ Also working on a computer
was student John Bowdon,
exparimenting with text styles
for his “Sea King” poster.

According to John, he plnnm'ed
to “make it look old by using dif-
ferent fonts nnd then burn the
edges. Actually, my Mom and
Dad will help me” do that.

About the classroom bont,
John said it really helps got
everybody into the right meod
for learning about historical
advontures, “We're explorers

- now.”

w ish teacher
Flora Chinchilla.

“Like with the decision mak-
ing, like on building the boat,”
Quigloy noted. *It's a classroom
community.”

That such projects are suc-
ceasfully motivating her stu-
dents makes her job easier and
much more rewarding than
requiring them to memorize,
facts and recita them by rote. .

*It's (about) seeing the kids
faces every day, that thoy are
excited about being in cloas,”
Quigloy said with a smile. “Their
braine are clicking together,
coming up with this idena (the
boat project) and then making it
happen. That's what keeps you
going.”

High Tech: Baratt Shana-
man checks his h k.
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