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Oscar

Plan to attend the Detroit
Institute of Arts Oscar Night
America Gala, 6:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 25 at the Roostertail, 100
Marguette Drive, Detroit. Guests
of the gala, presented by the
DJA's Cinematic Arts Council,
will reccive an official 73rd
Annual Academy Awards pro-
gram. The cvent benefits the
Detroit Film Theatre and is
expected to sell aut, Tickets cost
$136. Call (313) 833-7967.

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
BTAF? WRITER
scasola@oo.homecomm.not

The 73rd Annual Academy
Award nominationa announced
Tuesday, Feb. 13 didn't come ns
much of a surprise to the Detroit
Film Theatre’s curator and resi-
dent film expert. Elliot Wilthelm
might not agree with all of the
choices, but that’s all part of the
excitement of Osear time.

This year Tinsel Town ia talk-
ing about Crouching Tiger, Hid-
den Dragen — Ang Lec's mysti-
cal martinl arts film that’s
crossed over into mainstream
America, earning a grand total of
10 nominations. For a foreign
language film, it's managed to
garner even more attention than
the 1988 Italian-subtitled Acade-
my favorite, Life Is Beautiful.

“It's a good alternative audi-
ence movie,” said Wilhelm of
Crouching Tiger, which is an the
verge of becoming the highest
grossing foreign language film.

Audi ave inde pond.
ed to it." He ndded that the for-
cign langunge status of the film
lends prestige.

Romantic fable

Among those also nominated
for the highest honors ia the
romantic fable, Chocolat, Steven
Soderburg’s Traffic and Erin
Brockovich and Ridley Scott's
Gladiator. Soderburg will actual-
ly compete against himself in the
two most coveted categorios,
Best Picture and Director.

As Best Picture, the film that
earns Oscar tends to represent
what the Academy hopes to be

remembered by in that.year,.

said Wilhelm. “It’s the mesaage
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Embraced: Laura Linney (shown with Jon Tenney) is nominated as Best Actress for
her role as Sammy in “You Can ' Count on Me.” Her competition includes Joan Allen,
Juliette Binocke, Ellen Burstyn and Julia Roberts,

they want to send to the world, If
you look at tho history of the
Academy Awards, it's on a kind
of graph of socio-political histo-
v

‘That's something to take into
consideration when easting your
own vates on Sunday, March 25,

Making a difference

*If Erin Brockavich wins the
Osear,” said Wilhelm, *it’s not
just going to be because it's a
pretty good movie, it's going to
be because it’s the story of a real
person making a difforence in
society.” By thesc standards,
Traffic doesn’t stand much of a
chanee due to its bleak message

" nbout the war on drugs.

“When 1 think about the
Oscars, I sce reflections of how

. sociaty soes itself,” said Wilhelm.. .

The nominees are...

B Actor — supporting role
Jeff Bridges, The Contender
Willom DeFoe, Skadow of a

Vampire

Benicio Del Toro, Traffic
Albert Finney, Erin Brock.

Tom Hanks, Castaway
Ed Harris, Pollack
Geoffrey Rush, Quills
M Actress

ovich

Joaquin Phoenix, Gladiator

B Actress — porting
role

Judy Dench, Chocolat

Marcia Gay Harden, Pollack
Kate Hudson, Almost Famous
Frances McDormand, Almast

Famous

Julie Walters, Billy Eiliot

B Actor

Javier Bardem, Before Night
Falls _

Russell Crowo, Gladiator
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It's a Mystery.
But Is it Murder?
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A gravely ill woman
wrestles with what it
means to llve and to dle.
Based on the controversial
carcer of Michlgan’s Or.
Jack Kervorklan, this
thought-provoking drama
tells the story of a family
pulled apart by a toved
one’s desire to end her
life. Who's to choose?
Meadow Brook Theatre's
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witl have you guessing
untll the very end.

Vnivensity
East European Folk
Ensemble
Sunday February 25
at 2:00 p.m,

Warren Woods
Community Theatre
13400 12 Mile Road

{(West of Schoenherr)

Tampuz™

e

Warren, M
Tickets $18.00 Info: 248.887-4677

Ticket Master (248) 645-6666
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& Scuba
Outfitters

You wouldn't rent a toothbrush.
‘Why rent a snorkel?
Le! our protessionals fit you with
your own equipment.

Great Seleclion
Affordabla Prices
Avallable in & Aainbow of Colors
Gift Certificates
Swimming Snorkeling Scuba

Joan Allen, The C d M Ser lay — ad
Juliette Binoche, Chocolat Chocolat =
Ellen Burstyn, Requiem for a Crouching Tiger, Hidden .
Dream Dragon .
Laura Linney, You Can Count O Brother, Where Art Thou?
on Me Traffic .
Julia Roberts, Erin Brockovich Wonder Boys -
M Directing B Foreign Language Film
Steven Daldry, Billy Elliot Amores Perros o
Ang Lee, Crouching Tiger, Crouching Tiger, Hidden -
Hidden Drogon Dragon
Steven Soderburg, Erin Brock- Divided We Fall
ovich Everybody Famous! -
Steven Soderburg, Troffic The Taste of Others -
Ridley Scott, Gladiator ® Best Picture e
@ Screenplay — original Chocolat
Almost Famous Crouching Tiger, Hidden .
Billy Elliot Dragon e
Erin Brockovich Erin Brockovich
Gladiator Gladiator
You Can Count on Mc Traffic

premature
reincarnation.
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" SEE THE DATE MOVIE OF THE YEAR e
“A Lovely Romance For Your Valentine.

<Sans Edwards, NBC NEWS BUREAU

SHE JUST NEEDED A MONTH TO CHANGE WIS LIFE FOREVER.

ADULT TOPICS MaY #OT BE SUTABLE FOR PRE-TEENS.
Following every performance join In a TALKBACK about the issues,

MBT BOX OFFICE: (248) 377-3300
GROUP SALES 48) 370-3316

www.mhtheatre.com
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