Wild Swan Theater presents
“Along the Tracks,” an original
groductwn for young people
ased on incidents related to
the Underground Railroad, 10
a.m,, 12:30 fm and 7:30 p.m.
at the Towsley Theater on the
Washtenaw Community Col-
lege campus in Ann Arbor.
Tickets $6 children, $8 adults,
(734) 763-8587. i

Detroit Symphony Orchestra
Principal Trombonist, Ken-
neth Thompkins, is one of the
featured artists in “Classical
Roots,” a concert celebratin,
African American classica
music composers and musi-
cians, narrated by Danny
Glover, 8:30 p.m. at Orches-
tra Hall in Detroit. Tickets
$20-@52, (313) 676-5111,

Heather Yanke (clockwise),
Cailtin Burke of Farmington
Hills, Won Kyung Shin, and
Jaquelyn Wzgmn; winners of
the Pontiac-Oakland Sympho-
ny’s annual Concerto Compe-
tition, will perform with ¢
symphony at 3 p.m, in Oak-
land University's Varner
Recital Hall in Rochester
Hills, Tickets $15 adults, 810
students and seniors, (248)
334-6024.

Good sport: Toby Book-
er clowns around as
Luther Billis, the
smart aleck sailor *
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through South Pacific.
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“It's exciting. We have a great cast
and we're having a great timg,” said
Kathy Booker, a Walled Lake resi-
dent making her directing debut.
Booker was assistant director for
Dcath Trop presented by SRO Pro-
ductions in Southficld, “The set gives
the feeling of the island, but we're
using actors to imply Bali Ha'i where
it takes place. I enjoy the whole
romantic moed of the show, It's light
except when Lt. Cable dies, It's real
life. Actors are lending their own per-
sonalities to the characters.”

That ineludes the amart aleck
Luther Billis, played by Booker’s son
‘Toby who kids his favorite part of the
musical is whon the good-natured
sailor is on atage. .

“My character ia the comedic relief
in the show,” said Toby, who played
one of the leading characters in Neil
Simon's Fools with the Farmington
Playera last fall.

“My main objective is to get over to
Bali Ha'i becauso all of the French
planters have all their young women
there, There's a lot of back door
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Provenzola when he was surfing the

‘Web to find a community theater
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Troplcal breeze: Kerry Plague (left), Susan Menda and

musical for opening night.

Conductor leads powerful interpretation

Anthony Provenzola rehearse the Rodgers and Hammerstein

%

of Verdi’s ‘Requiem’

Genesis

‘Our Town’ -
BY KEFLY WYGONTK

STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oo.homecomm.net

Life’s simple truths haven't changed
— you're born, you live, you die. It alf
goes by 8o fast. We don't pay attention
to life until we lose someone we love.

Set in Grover's Corners, N.H,, 1801,
Thornton Wilder's Our Town could be
your town. The truths about everyday
life revealed in this Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play are the reason The Genesis
Troupe chose to present it.

The audience meets Emily Webb and
her neighbor, George Gibbs, their par-
ents, and some of the other people wha.
live in the town. Emily and George
grow up together, fall in love and get
married. .

“It's a beautiful story, it's just about

life, whether it's 2001 or 1901," said
assiatant director Delores Pearson of

wivhidts

Dress rehearsal: Lane Ritter
(left) and Carl Polys, rehearse
a scene from “Our Town.”
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Background

Founded this summer by Pearson,
Marlene Landry of Livonia, and a
group of interested friends, The Gene-
sia Troupe is on a mission to present
family-oriented ahowa to the communi-
ty. They also donate a portion of pro-
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What: The Genesls
Troupe piesants,
“Our Town*

Thornton Witder

‘When: 8 p.m.
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first performed it as a member of the
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. In fact,
the last time Honeck was in Michigan was
when the orchestra, under the direction of

his npproach to conducting. Requiem — 8 p.m.
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what happens in the score, the harmony,
then I look to find what is behind the
piece, what the composer intended and what we
understand in our time, how can I describe with my
orchestra the feoling,” aaid the Austrian-born
Honeck. “What does the Requicm mean in our time?
It's what humans are asking for in our technical
world. People are longing for more humanity besides
this machine. They're longing for things behind us.”

gious? If you go very deep into the word,
the context, people feel the message.

“It’s one of my favorites. Every time when you do it
it's impressive in o total great way. The way the man
expressed it. We know he studied Mozart’s Requiem?”™

Manfred did his own rescarch on the meaning of
the words before conducting the work, . -

“I asked the Vatican to find the text s0 [ could go

Audiences will always cherish this master work decper into words, if I could sce the words to under-
which the Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra will , stand more and more how he composed the mean-
perform with the Swedish Radio Choir and soloists  ing.” said the 42-year-old Ho“.ﬂd& "hﬂl‘mk over as
Marina Mescheriakova, soprano; Nadja Michael, of the Radio p. Orches-
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Master work: Manfred Honeck conducts the
Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra.




