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when he propeses marriage,
*“Nellie is kind of ditzy, very
naive, unaure of herself. She
thinks everything is one big
ndvanture. said Muandn, a
Canton

She growa beyond the Little
Rock background where she's
coms from.” .

Alot of work

Dedication like M e is

was in a production at Henry
Ford Community College in
Dearborn, and “they needed
mnles.” Since then Plaguo's
worked with the Avon Players in
Rocdl,wsler Hills. He's also been

at Plymouth Sn!em High School,
Merenda loves the story line and
the Rodgers nnd Hommerstein
music. She has to — otherwise
where would she find the energy
to join the Plymouth Theatre
Guild cast four nighta a week
after leaving rehearsala for the
Sound of Music at the high
. school.

“Emile deBeeque is an older
man,” said Merenda who began
acting at age 8 with the Whistle
Stop Players at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council. “She
has to overcome her prejudice
when she finds out he has two

one of the key ingredients in pro-
ducing a succesaful show,

“It's a lot of work; muasicals
tako a lot of time. In the first act
alone there’s 18 acenes,” said
assistant director Dennis Hubel
of Plymouth. “I've been involved

ra Theatre's
productions of Tosca and La
Boheme.

cceds from cach show to o deaig-
nated charity. Our Town will
bonefit the American Cancer
Socicty.
Their first productior, God-
apell, presented in September
and October, was & success,

“Wo had a sell-out on three
nighta. I just couldn’t believa it,"

with everything including set
conatruction. It's the way people
pitch in from advertising the
production to sound. It's the tal-
ent in fmnl of and behind the
scenes.”

Kerry Plague is one of thnu
talents. The Canton resident,
who plays Emile deBecque, wna
o late bloomer. He first went on

said Pearson. “The support from

Emotional the community has just boen

PR . N overwhelming. Even the busi-

D 1s vol al’ pogs has opened up
and lntruvened 4l.mt wl::oﬁ )}:Lﬁ their arms to us.

" e comunils with all St: Kenneth Catholic Church

oart,” said Plaguo, who 8ings  orerod jts social hall as n perfor-

Some Enchanted Evening, one of
the most popular songs in the
show.

. “1like the musical because tho
songs are spread out among
meny principals. The barre is set
high so it helps me improve. 1
can’t wait for opening night. 1

children by a E‘lliplrfo woman. atage at agé 41 because his son hope to break a leg.”
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mance space. Pastor, the Rev.
Joe Mallia, makes a cameo
appearanco in Our Town as Pro-
fessor Willard.

Ritter, who like Landry is a
parishioner of St. Koenneth's,
hasn't been on stage for 47

yeara. “I know Marlenc and saw
8 amall article in the church
paper that they were casting
‘Our Town' and looking for peo-
ple,” he said. “I was familiar
with ‘Our Town,’ and interested
in trying out. Itu beon a real
exporience. The troupe is won-
derful. Many of us came in as
strangers, now we're family.”

Teaching

Pearson smiles as Ritter talks,
and aays, “that’'s what we hope
happens with every show, One of
the things wo want to do is teach
and give people the benefit of the
skills we’ve acquired over the
years, To see them bloom is such
a beautiful thing, it's very
rewarding. It's a joy to sec peo-
ple interested in theater become
involved in it.”

HoneCK from page Bl

Ritter, like other cast mom-
bers, got interested in theater
after performing in a high school

play.

"l'vo always enjoyed theater as
a member of the audicnce, but in
the back of my mind always
wanted to be on stage,” he said.

Landry, who dirccts the show,
was cast as Emily, one of the
leading characters, in her high
school production of Our Town.

“It’s a lot of fun ltupplng on
the nlher side and secing it hap-
pen,” said Landry, “It's a time-
less story about daily life, and
important things like marriage.
It tenches us that life is very pre-
cious, and that we should stop
and examine the simple things,
because these are the things that
wa toke for granted.”

tra in fall 2000. “You have to
research because the message is
so important, if people would be
touched by it. If the translation
in one part anye ‘my face gets
red,’ the color in tho string sec-
tion must be red. If he'd said ‘my
face gots whito’ the strings must
not be full, Even though they
don’t understand Latin words,
they feel the music,”

It's that attontion to detail
that has made the Swedish
Radio Symphony Orchestra per-
formnnce of Verdi's Requiem so
powerful over the years, Found-
ed in 1836 as a Eurcpean radio
orchestra, the ensemble has
been led by accomplished con-
ductora such as Sergiu Celi-
bidache and Esa-Pekka Salonen,
who attracted the attention of a
world audience with its strong
commitment to new music,
Before long, musicians like Igor
Stravinsky and Matislav Ros-
tropovich were eager to work
with the orchestra,

Todny, all of the concerts are
still heard on radio including the
peﬂ]’grmuncu in Dublin and New

ork.

“My goal is to make the

orchestra sounding like what 1
have in my ears,” said Honeck
who began playing violin at nge
7. Honeck grew up with eight
siblings who all played Instru-
ments. Ho decided to become a
conductor at age 13 after hearing
the Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra at a New Year con-
cert, Since studying nt the
Academy of Music in Vienna,
Honeck's led the Zurich Opera
nd the MDR Symphony Orches-
tra in Leipzig, and guest con-
ducted the Dresden
Staatskapelle, Vienna Philhar-
monic Orchestra, Chicago and
Houston Symphony orcheatras,
and the BBC Symphony Orches-
tra in London. He is also princi-
pal guest conductor of the Oslo
Philharmonic Orchestra,

High standards

“From a technical aide, I want
to make stire that thoy keep high
standards but go more into
details and get the colors out and
the messagoe bo clear.”

Honeck also wants to continue
performing with the Swedish
Radio Choir which was founded
in the 1920s. Under conductor
Eric Ericson, the 33-member

" choir won international awards.

Ericson, who became conductor
of the radio choir in 1952, has
since retired but continues to
make guest appearances.

Ericson's considered a master
in the field of choral conducting.
He established tho Stockholm
Chambor Cheir (now the Eric
Ericson Chamber Choir) in 1946.
‘The group remains his main
vehicle for doveloping the art of
a cappolla singing.

In addition to the Feb. 18 per-
formance with the orchestra, the
Swedish Radio Choir will join
with the Eric Ericson Chamber
Choir to sing the: muaic of
Strauss, Ligeti, Lidholm and
Schnittke ot St, Franeis of Assisi
Catholic Church Saturday, Feb,
17 in Ann Arber. .

* “They’re a really great choir,”
said Honeck. "They aang with
the Barlin Philharmonic the
week before we left on tour, It's a
very homogencous sound and
trained by Eric Ericson. He
made the sound of Swedish
Radio Choir. I'm amazed how it
fits in with the aound of the
orchestra, It's a clean but full
sound. They have power.”

Catch the spirit of Mardi Gras

It’s carnival time in metro
Detroit. If you're tired of staying
home, and looking for something
fun to do, here are some options.

B Celobrate the Mardi Gras
with the Brazilian Culture Club
of Detroit on Saturday, Feb. 17
at the Holiday Inn on Telegraph
Road in Southfield.

Begun in tho 1980s to soothe
homesick Brazilians, Carnaval
has grown into a party that
attracts partygoers from all over.

he flamboyant, sometimes
risqué costumes, the sound of
syncopated drum rhythms, and
an nuthentic Brazilian samba
band, have carned Detroit's Car-
naval its reputation as one of the
biggest such feativities outside of
Brazil.

*It's not just for Jocal Brazil-
ians,” said Sergio Santos of Can-
ton, the club’s secrotary. “The
public is welcomo to attend, If
you come, wear comfortable
shoes, and be ready to dance for
five hours atraight. Bo ready to
seo some outlandish costumes aa
well, There will be prizes for the
best coatumes.”

For more tickets and more
information, call (313) 862-7824
or visit www,BCCD.com

B Thoe sixth annual Mardi
Gnu Mnxlc Pnrty to bonafit

for in the

Jazzy: Straight Ahead performs Feb. 27, “Fat Tuesday,”
at Fishbone’s Rhythm Kitchen Cafe in Detroit's Greek-
town,

born. *This alumni group takes

costume.

great pride in helping i
reach their goal of academic
excellence.”

The alumni affiliate is co-host.
ing the event with Merchant's
Fine Wine in Dearborn. Tickets
are $60 per person. Sponsors
who donate $150, $260 or $500
will receive two tickets and spe-
cial recognition, Tickets are
available at Merchant’s Fine
Winn 22250 M(chignn Ave.,

r more inft ion,

College of Arts, Sciences and
Letters at the University of
Michigan Dearborn, is 5:30-9
p.m, Friday, Feb, 23,

The event at the Hyatt chenA
cy Denrborn features n silent
auction, wine tasting, appetizers,
desserts and Mardi Gras music.
Prizea will bo awarded for best
costume, or participants can
attend in work attire. .

*Our the past five years, we've
awarded more than $14,000 in’
scholarships to d ng liberal
arts students,” sajd Susan Ged-
ert, nlumni officer at UM-Dcar-

For
cn]l {313) 436-9198.

M Fishbone's Rhythm Kitchen
Cafe in Greektown is presenting
a *Fat Tuesday, * Masquerade
Party 8 p.m. to midnight, Tues-
day, Feh, 27,

Locnl jazz bond Straight
Ahend will perform, and cos.
tumed partygoera will compete
for more than $1,500 in cosh and
prizes, The celebration includes
a New Orleans buffet, and
“Crustacean Station,” featuring
fresh crawfish and oysters,

The caver charge is $10 per
person, no chargo if you wear a

Fishbone's Rhythm Kitch
Cafe is at 400 Monroe St. at
Brush in Detroit. Call (313) 885-
4600 for detaila.

@ If you want to visit New
Orleans for Mardi Gras, but
can’t, drive to St. Clair Shores to
Jack's Waterfront Restaurant
and join the party, Dixicbelle &
the Dixio Jazz Cats will be per-
forming New Orlcans style jazz
and blues at the seventh annual
*Mardi Gras" bash, begmmng at
8 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb, 27.

The restaurant will be decorat-
edl with tho‘domclnl Mardi Gras
colors — gold, green and purple.
Traditional beads will btfglreen
to the ladies, and Doubloons
([ﬂmd luck coins) passed out to
all.

There will be prizea for the
best costume, and the erowing of

a*King Rex.’

Sell-out crowds are expected,
call (810) 4456-8080 for reserva-
tions and information, Jack's
Waterfront Restaurant is off Jef-
ferson, north of Nine Mile Road.

Concert showcases local vocalist

Oakland University will-host &

- special evening with the Pontiac-

QOakland Symphony, featuring
vocalist, Caitlin Burke of Farm--
ington Hills, 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
18 {n Varner Recital Hall on the
campus in Rocheater Hills, Tick-
ets are 315 adults, $10 atudents,
call (248) 334-6024.

Burke will perform the Jewel

opera, Fauat, S8ho ia being hon-
ored, along with t.hm other stu.
dent in thi 's

the Oututnndmg Student in
Voenl Porformance awavd. the

annual Cencerto Competxtion A
concerto is a solo vocal or instru-
mental performance accompa-
nied by an orchestea.

Burke has received numerous
honors from the Departmont of
v‘h_dualc, :l‘ll':gn'tro gnd Dugce at

'Sonm from Charlqn

Y

ifer Scott Memorin! P1ono
Award and the Gutatn- Sng Stu-
dent in Musical Th. stor Award.
She is a seniur double major-
ing in vocal nnd piano perfor-
mance, and will be studying in
Haly oa the recipient of the Uni-
versity's Oversens Award,



