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Sports scene loses another legend with death of Joe Norris

Lest  week
took it's toll
with the passing
of Dale Earn.
hardt, Eddic
Matthews and

Now, I write
about a legond
who was Joe
Norris, for he
pussed awan
Fob. 19 in San
Diego following
a two week bout with pneumo-
nia, He turned 93 on Feb. 10.

Norris was scheduled to com-
pete in a record 72nd American
Bowling Congress Championship
Tournament an March 12,

There have been millions of
bowlers over the past century,
but only one Joe Norris.

He spent the carly days of hia
illustrious career in Detroit and
captained some of the groatest
bowling toeamsa ever to hit the
lanes. Norris, a member of eight
different pqwling halls of fame

Norris carned his fame as o
bowler, but was also a renownced
practical joker and could relate
those stories in detail as if they
were done ycsterday,

d, yes. He could tell stories
about bowling events which he
took part in, he could remember
exact scores like they happened
last weck as well as names of
people and places from a totally
different era.

*Norris, who was born in
Springfield, Ill., and raised in
Detroit became the first bowler
inducted into the San Diego Hall
of Champions when he was hon-
ored in absentin on Feb. 7.

It was the eighth hall to recog-
niza his illustrious carcor,

Regarded as one of the best
team howlers in history, Norris
organizad the firat of the fabled
“beor teams” when he secured
Stroh’s sponsorship of his ABC
Tournament team in 1933,

Under Norris’ leadership,
Dotroit Stroh’s captured the
1834 Tournament team title, five
national match game champi-

was one of

bowlers of all time and he was
honored as such at last years
ABC convention in Albuquerque,
NM.

Among the many recorda he
holds — the was the youngost
ever {at that time) to bawl a 300
at the age of 18 and conversely
also the oldest at the time when
ho did it again at ago 86.

Joe would hop on a planec to
Detroit for almost any occasion,
and certainly for the annual Old
Timers Tournament at Thunder-

- bowl Lanes in Allen Park, which

he called “the best event of all.”

onships b 1934 and 1945,
while adding another pair of
ABC titles with the Tri-Par
Radio team in 1954.

These teams helped establish
the Detroit aren as the world
capital of bowling.

*Tho one tima “Boy Wonder of
Bowling” won a number of indi-
vidual titles as well as team
championships. He bowled with
a team of other great bawlers in
an exhibition match against a
team of German bowlers prior to
the 1936 Olympic games in
Berlin. .

His legend grew in the ABC,

an annual cvent except during
World War II when it was sus-
pended. Norris bowled in his
first ABC Tournament in 1926
at age 18 and misscd only once
(1842) when ho was recovering
from appendix surgery,

*In 1986 Norris became only
the third bowler ever to knock
down over 100,000 pins in ABC
Tournament compotition, In
1992, he surpassed the total life-
time pinfall record and by 2000
in Albuquerque he established a
new all-time high with 123,770
pins for 642 games, an average
of 192.78 aspanning scven
decades,

“Joe Norris was a true tren-
sure to our sport,” ABC Execu-
tive Director Roger Dalkin snid.
“Wo are going to miss him, but
rather than mourn him during
our national convention at Reno
in March, we're going to cele-
brate his life and al! he did for
our sport.”

Last year, after tying the
record in number of ABC tourna-
ment eventa at 71, Norris said:

“0ld age doesn't bother me. I
figure that's part of life. I've been
pretty lucky health-wise, I've
been protty lucky bowling, too. It
has taken me to 45 different
cities in every continent,

“I came from a poor family and
we didn’t have any money for
education. I'd probably have
been selling shoo laces on a cor-
ner if it hadn’t been for bowling,

“But it was more the friend-
ships and traveling, and being

.with the right people, that
meant the most to me,”

*Each year at the Greator
Detroit Hall of Fame banguet,

Shamrocks rally to win regional

BY PAUL BEAUDRY
STAFF WRITER
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8 WRESTLING

Twice during Wednesday's
Divigion 1 team wrostling
regional, Catholic Central was

* close to being down for the count.

And twice, the Shamrocksa
picked themsclves off the mat for
the win,

CC fought back from a 22-6
deficit in its somifinal match
agninst Dearborn Edsel Ford,
winning seven of the last nine
matches for a 34-29 win over the
‘Thunderbirds,

Then the Shamrocks did the
same thing in the final against
host Northville, again winning
soven of the last nine matches to
turn a 19-3 deficit into a 37-28
win over the Mustangs and earn
a spot in the atate quarterfinals.

“The guys were awesome,
We've been waiting a year for
this . . . a chance to rectify a
mental mistake from last year,”
said CC coach Mike Rodriguez,
referring to the Shamrocks dis-
qualification from last year's
regional because of a weigh-in
violation on his part. “Everybody
did what they were supposed to
do and came through.”

The win sends the Shamrocks
{17-6} into the Division 1 quar-
terfinals on March 2 in Battle
Creok’s Kellogg Arena against
Temperance-Bedford — a 70-3
winner in its regional final
agoinst Pincknoy. Northville (24
3) advanced to the finals with a
47-30 win over Livonin Steven-
son.

In both cases, Tim Mulroy
started the Shamrocka on their
way as he posated a pin in the
opener and a 6-4 win in the final
at 125, then Nato Rodriguez won
hia next two matches at 135 to
close the gap.

Trailing 19-9 going into 140
pounds, CC mixed up the line-up
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search and hunt for voles and
mice. Seede at the base of bird
feeders nnd garbage are not dis-
missed cither.

One of the things that allows
skunks to survive in urban areas
{s their opportuniatic appetite.
They will eat almost anything
they can find that is edible,

Though skunks are more com-

mon than most people realize,

few have ever cncountered one.
Do not panie if you do encounter
a skunk. They are very “confi-
dent” animals, Wild skunks have
been meen in the preaonce of
bears, bobeats, coyotes and other
predators, casually eating and
almost oblivious to tho threat of
danger.

Skunks are passive animals,
Don’t corner them, or throw
things at them, yell, scream or

- holler; speak softly, move slowly

and the animal will continue on
its way. Enjoy the opportunity to
s0e & live wild animal.
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a bit, swapping Chris Petersen
from 140 to 145 with Mike
Werner, and moving Chris Crac-
chiolo down’to 162 and Jay
Abshire up to 160,

The move paid off as Peterson
and Werner won with pins nnd
Abshire might have saved the
day at 160 by holding off Anton
Patushaj, 5-83, With time running
out in the third period, Paljuse-
vic came close to reversing
Abshire and coming away with
two points that would have tied
the score, But Abshire held him
off, got the win and gave CC a
24-22 lend.

“We changed the lineup to play
to our strengths,” said Mike
Rodriguez. “We wanted to mix
things up so our good people
weren't going to get pinned. It
was very instrumental, but it all
was.”

A major decision by Ryan
Rogowski gave CC a 28-22 lead,
but Northville tied that with n
pin at 189, Matt Markowicz gave
the Shamrocks a 34-28 lend at
215, then Blaic Naysmith closed
it out with an 8-2 win.

It was pretty much the same
story in the opener. After falling
behind 16-0, Mulroy and Nate

Rodriguez earned a pin and a
major decision. Then Werner got
a pin, Abshire, Cracchiolo and
Jason Hilliker won by decision to
tie Edscl Ford at 25.ull. Rogows-
ki got n major decision and
Markowicz won with a technical
fall and CC moved to the finnls,

Stevenson (16-8) started in the
same hole against the Mustangs,
but couldn't eatch up. Northville
started out by winning the firat
five matches for a 28-0 lead, but
tho Spartans streaked back with
a pin at 136 by Doug Novack
(3:13), Matt Radley at 140 (:35),
Chris Cooprider at 145 (0:44)
and Imad nharbisn at 160
(1:19) to cut the lead to 32-24.

But that was as close as the
Spartans could get as Northville
earned pins in the next twao
matches to go ahead 44-24,

“We're hurting and it showed,”
sald Stevenson assistant Dave
Falzon. “We had five starters
who couldn’t wrestle because
they were hurt. Northville's got
talent and they are very good.
But the kids came back and
fought hard. You have to giva
them credit,

“Novack, Radley, Kharbush
and Cooprider did what they
were supposed to do and stick
their opponent. We had a good
scason. Wa weren'’t supposed to
get this far and we did.”
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the Tom McKay Award {s given
out to an individual who has
been dedicated to the advance-
ment of the sport of bowling.

t yenr's recipient wos Nor-
ris, whos was olocted to the
Detroit Bowling Hall of Fame in
1869,

Anyono who would like to visit
the Detroit Hall of Fame may do
so by visiting Thunderbowl
Lanes in Allen Park where it is
all on display in the main con-
course,

Plenty of Norris photos and
memorabilin are thore. And if
the vencrable George Prybyla is
around, ho can tell all kinds of
Joe Norris stories.

*Norris will be remembered by
those who knew him as n great

competitor, n gentlemnn and
anlso an ambassador of the sport
of bowling. We call him n legend,
but he was more than that, a
giant among men and a large
slice of bowling hiatory.

SOWLING HONZR ROLL
Country Lanes (Farmington)
Ever-7: Matt Mckenzle, B01, Country
High School: Keith Hermon {ago 185),
296.

Cloverianes (Livonla)
Renalsssnce Mixad: Hashone Green,
293, Sunday Night Mixed: Byron Gold-
ston, 300, Plco Inter-Plant Mixed; Ron
Rich, 300, Elks Tourmament: Dave Fish-
or, 299. Monday Morning Foursome:
Shondron Jordan, 805 series.
Meni-Bowl (Livonls)
Big Ten Mixed: Ron Soese, 289,
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Joe Norris: A legend in the~
sport of bowling. g
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The Fun Of It.

. Put your dreams in motion with a Reereational Loan

from Dearborn Federal €

“or RV of your choice.

Affordable
« Low fixed or variable rates
* Terms up to 144 months

* No pre-payment penalties

Easy to appty
* No application fees
* Up to 100% financing

You can take it easy on the deck of your new :
boat or travel the country in an RV, with a
Recreational Vehicle or Boat Loan from us. We
can arranga financing before you shop, giving
you the bargaining power to purchase the boat

* Apply online or by phone, 24 hours 8 day

it Union.

Convenient repayment options
* Automatic payroll deduction
* Account transfers

www.dfcu.org

* HomeBranch, 24-hr. tefephone service .

Call 888-336-2700 to lind out how to join.

DeARBORN
Federal Credit Union
Striving to maka everything we are

meverything you need. .
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Orportunty Lener.

Andersen .
{rom a company

If high heacing bills are getting you down, don't
wait. Get your old windows replaced with beauriful,
new energy-efficient windows.

name.

B Styles and colots to match or change the look
of your home.

call

Lt o w2 ot e

To arrange for a frec in-home estimate,

(888)-537-3639

of visit our showroom

Window repl
VOLL Can Trust.

B Custom-sized replacement windows that carry the
Andersen®

B Start-to-finish replacement process, we do it all,

us at

www.renewalbyandersen.com
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All Renewal by Anderten
windows carry
Exancy Star® label.
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