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Champions of freedom

share their ideas on
‘The Triu’mph of Liberty’

N ‘Like all Americans, | took for granted the indl-
vidual liberty to which | had been born. It seemed
as necessary and Inevitable as the alr |
breathed...The thought that | mlght lose it had
never remotely occurred to mo.’

The Triumph
of Liberty

By Jim Pow-
cll

Free Press,
2000, $36
For most
ESTHER gxﬁ_erilcuns it s
ifficult to imag-
LUTTMANN ine n world
where citizens
are imprisoned without a trial,
tortured and exiled for religious
differences, deprived of private
property, and if they are women
or members of minority groups,
have no recourse to the law.

Still more difficult to

Rose Wilder Lane

Journalist

the Declaration of Independence;
Mary Wollswnecmrt, the first to
call for women’a suffrage; Fran-
cisco Goya, whose paintings
depict thn horrara of war} and
Maria A ri, who

is a world where defenders of the

libertics we hold dear are perse-
cuted for their belicfs,

ation and punalvlty in
the clagsroom wuh freedom of
and

The stories are bnsed on
biographies, letters, diaries,
speeches and interviews as well
a9 unpuhluhcd muoterial supple-
mented by visits to historic sites
in tho United States and Europe.

The style is, in turn, encyclo-
pedlc. narrut:vu. luatoru:, and

physical mutilation, incarcera.
tion and death.

But such conditions have
cxisted throughout human histo-
ry, author Jim Powell reminds
us, and prevail in many parts of
the world todny.

In his recent publication, The
Triumph of Liberty, senior fellow
at Cato Institute and cditor of
Laissez-Faire Books explores the
2000 yenr-history of man’s strug-
gle for freedom, won not by mili-
tary might or government decree
but through the lono voices and
brave acts of inspired individu-
als who stuck to their vision of

lienab ts and i
liberty regardless of the cost ta
their personal lives.

Profiles

Triumph of Liberty consists of
65 essays, each profiling the life
and work of 8 man or woman
who made a crucial contribution
to freedom. Although somo were

Americans

Among the Americans are
Booker T, Washington, s former
slave who never know his futhqr,

abound,
ncqualnhng us with the writings
and comments of the individuals
in question. Ten thematic group.
ings, togethor with a lucid intro-
duction and :onclusmn, pmv:ge

1} to the

yet who founded Tuskege
vorsity and fought for clvnl
rights; Nabel laureate Milton
Fricdman, who taught that
minorities could find refuge in
countries with free markets; and
Mark Twain, whose passion for
self-reliance and democracy gave
rise to these words: “It is not
[political] parties that make or
serve countries ~— it is clean
men, clean ordinary citizens.”

Lesser known but no less hero-
ic persons are also part of Pow-
cll's book. Among others, they
are Thomas Szasz, Hungarian-
born psychiatrist who fought to
restore civil rights to mental
patients; John Lilburne, 17th
century Englishman, who wos
the first to challenge courta in
t}mlr prm:llcn of toon:lng dofnn-

aristocrats and well
mosat came from humble bnck-

und Lysunder Spo%ner. lvth oen-
tu.

ds and wers school,
the harsh realities of life. 'I'hny
run the gamut from college pro-
fessor to corsct maker; from
president to wandering hobo and
former slave.

Coming from both sides of the
Atlantic, many of these champi-
ons of freedom are well known.

The Europeans include John
Locke, whose writings inspired

governmant monopoly of mail
delivery by starting his own ser-
ce,
There are some sutprua
as well:
Ludwig van Beethoven tmd
Gilbert and Sullivan, author of
wostern’s Louis L'Amour, and
Victor Huge, whose novel, Les
Miserables, has inspired the
most popular musical ever.

series of indlvxdunl bios,

Journalist Rose Wilder Lane
(daughter of Laura Ingalls
Wilder and co-author of the Lit-
tle House books) once explained
why her brief flirtation with
communism ended when she
bumped into reality during a
visit to tho Soviet Union:

“Like all Americans, I took for
granted the individual liberty to
which I had been born. It seemed
a8 necessary and inevitable ap
the air I breathed...The thought
that 1 might loge it had never
remotely occurred to me.”

Reminder

The Triumph of Liberty
.reminds us that liberty is a frog-
ile thing indeed. It does not Tun
on auto-pilot and, therefore, can-
not be taken for gmnuzd Appre.
ciating what others have sacri-
ficed for our benefit and then
learning from them is a stop
toward preserving frecdom for
future generationa,

Esther Littmann is a Bloom-
field Hills resident who teached
English. You can leave her a
message on a touch-tone phauo at
(734) 853-2047. Her fax number
in(248) 644-1314.

Find answers, to ‘Today’s Questions’

(PRNewswire) — Sunday
morning worship usually con-
sists of a sermon that has noth-
ing to do with the problems we
face each day, it's a history les-
son and not somecthing that we
need in this age, according to
author and researcher Rev. Elvis

- F. Mitchell, Ph. D.

Dr, Mitchell, an ordained min-
ister and educator, uses scrip-
ture to address particular issues,

- He examines the many iasues

facing people today in a series of
books *Spiritual Answers
Today's Questions™ ($11.85,
Writers Club Preas)
(http/Awww.iUniverse.com )
“People today cannot relate to
the Moscs, The Pauls and ali the
other gmnu in the Bible becauso
our world is so different and we

need to bo able to use the Biblo - al

in o way that is relevant for us
and our situations. The now

millennium is the best time to
start to make a difference,” says
Mitchell.

People basically need some-
thing to believe in and the com-
fort of knowing where to look for
answers in the Bibles that they
nlmndy own cnn mnkn life more

more secure, ndda Dn Mitchell.

Issues
Mitchell's books examines top-
ical issues such as;

Bankruptcy and the effects it
has had on this country’s econo-
my (over 400 thousand individu.
als filed in the last quarter of

000.)
Universal Healtheare and the
high cost of medical servico
Credit cards, a new form of

ave
Mitchell has been a featuro
writer for many years and has

BOOK HAPPENINGS

taught in varioua educational
sottings. He comploted his Mas-
ters of Divinity in Tennessee and
recontly completed his doctoral
program in Jacksonville, Fla.

He has created the Elvis
Mitchell Bock Ministries Inc,,
which will promote writers and
artists depicting the many
moods of daily Jife,

“This book has make a tremen-
dous difference in my life, I can
now examine my feelings about
certain things and look in ‘Spiri-
tual Answers Today's Questions’
and soe what the Biblo says
according to scripture,” says
'l'rncy C. Mitchel), a computer
engincer of Nuhvllln. Tenn.

“Spiritual Answers Today’s
Questions, Vol. 17, by Rev. Elvis
itchell, paperback, $11.96 is
available in bookstores, and over
ony Internet book source or at
tripod.com and homestead.com.

Book Happenings features
events at suburban bookstores,
librarics and literary gatherings.
Send news leads to Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48150,
fax (734} 591-7279 or e-mail
kwygonik® oe. homecomm.net.
WRITER'S QROUP

WaldenBooks Writers Group
meets 7-9 p.m. on the third
Thursday of every month at the
store, 30200 Plymouth Road,
Liveonin. All writers arc welcome,
‘The group includes accomplished
writers, beginning writers, and

. those who have alwnys dreamed

of being a writer. Call (734) 261+
7811 and ask for Wanda if you
have any questions,
BORDERS *

n Farmington Hills store,
230895 Orchard Lake Road, (248)

[

737-0110 — Jewish Authors
Book Group mects 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb, 27; new philoso-
gl_;y group 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.

® Downtown Ann Arbor, 612
E. Liberty Street, near State St.
(734) 688-7662. Off the Clack 32,
staff arts festival, 7 p.m. Friday,
March 2, Ann Arbor Symphony
Orchestra Petting Zoo, 1 p.m.
Saturday, March 3. Your kids
will be able to “pet” all kinds of
neat h\ntrumenu ineluding a
cello and rangs of violins. Call
(734) 994-4801 for information
about Ann Arbor Symphony
Orchestra youth concerts.
Author Amitav Ghosh
and eigns copies of The Glass
Paicce, a novel set in Burma
that begins with the shattering
of a kingdom and goes on to tell
the story of = people, and their

fate, 7 p.m. Thursday, March 16.
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Newly released titles include:

@ Schooner Passage: Sailing
Ships and the Lake Mickigan
Frontier by Theodare Karamans-
ki, $34.85, Focuses on the 19th
and early 20th conturies when
schooner trade was n well-devel-
oped system of maritimoe trans-
port for commodities,

& Mail the Pail by Colin
Bergel, {llustrated by Mark
Koenig, $16.95. A dnlixhtful
story that illustrates the mail by
Eail delivery syatem for Great

akes {reighters, written for
children six years old and older.
Readers will meet Mary, who
lives in the port city of Manistec.
Her father is a sailor who doliv-
ers iron, stone and coal to due-
along the Great Lakes,



