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Craig Mon-
toya isn’t so
sure about his

-When asked
where he was
calling from the
bassist jubilant.
ly  declared:
“Marquee,
Michigan{” But
maybe that's

) what _touring

does to & guy. You see it was

Everclear’s first headlining tour

in about two years, And Mar-

guette isn't an easy name to
remember when you're from

Washington.

“We've been in the studio for a
long time,” he said with a sigh.
The reault came in the form of
two contrasting full-length
raleases in 2000 — the pop-ori-
ented Songs From An American
Movie Vol. One: Learning How
To Smile and the brash Songs
From An American Movie Vol.
Two: Good Time For a Bad Atti-
tude.

It was quite an

whereabouts,

.least one year of touring in

between thom. But the projoct

was an unusual one from the’

very atart.

Two sides

“Volume One was originally
golng to be Art's solo record,”
explained Montoya. “He atarted
it. We went on a couple of tours.
He had throat surgery. When he
went back to it after a four-
month break...he celled Greg
and I up and nsked us to listen
to a couple tracks.”

The project wasn’t teking
shape as singer and songwriter
Art Alexakis intended and soon
Montoya and drummer Grog
Eklund werae working on new
songs for the record - two
released s the singles Wonder-
ful and AM Radio,

All of a sudden, it became the
unlikely foll to E lear’s

A RS

Clearing the con

.
usion.
[ ]

to where we would normally put
more guitara. It scemed to work.
We always knew we were going
to do Volume Two, a full-on rock
and roll vecord.”

Volume Two boasts the radio
single When It All Goes Wrong
Again. If asked to choose, Mon-
toya admits Vol. Two better
reflects the rock he was raised
on. “We pumped out the whola
thing pretty fast,” he said, “We
knew oxactly what we wanted,
We played loud. We played
angry. That's what we're about,”

He admits though that the
decision to release what seemed
to the public to be two albuma at
once was a bit confusing. “People
didn't know what to think.”

“My brother and my father
both played guitar,” aaid Mon-
toya, who grew up in Spokane,
Wash. “There were always gui-
tars hanging around the house.”

p
So Much For The Afterglow,
Complete with a cover of Van
Morrison’s Brown Eyed Girl and
an ode to Otis Redding, the
recotsljhowod a gort of music

decision to release these records
just four monthe apart, rather
than stagger the albums with at
»

and for pop

culture, right down to its Ameri.
can Gothic-inspired cover art.

*“Volume One used more vocals

Montoya grabbed his first gui-
tar at age 16 and held on'tight.
“In the 80s, cveryone wanted to
be Eddie  VanHalen,” he
explained. *It was the only thing
I ever really folt passionate
about when I was & kid. When
things got tough, I just listened
to music, When | was upaect

about something, 1 would crank
the music.”

While Montoya’s small town
existence didn’t offer as much
exposurs to popular television
and radio, he said he grew up lis-
tening to rockabilly, his father's
Oldies station and learning
about muscle cars. His
quintessential “American movic”
might fall in line with American
Graffiti. “1 didn’t watch TV a8 a
kid,” ha said, “1 didn't watch The
Brady Bunch.

Scaling down their 1 hour 20
minute headline set to 60 min-
utes for the Matchbox Twenty
tour, Montoya said: “We're
gonna put on the best show we
can.” The difference betweon
headlining and touring with
another radio heavyweight is
simply the size of the venue.
Everclear will go from perform-
ing in clubs and theaters cater-
ing to about 3,000 screaming
fans to giant arenas - like The
Palace of Auburn Hills.

“It will be kind of odd, we've
only been on two other support-
ing tours, when we first started.”
Those tours included Detroit's
Sponge and Filter and came
around the time the band

CD REVIEWS

Opening Time

The Push Stars

Co-op Pop Records

The Boston trio that lent
Everything Shines to the smash
film Therc's Something About
Mary returns this month with a
follow-up to After The Party.
Proving that perhaps the party
has just begun, The Push Stars
offer Opening Time, a collection
of 13 contagiously catchy and
unmistakably heartfelt tunes
rooted in melodic guitar riffs and
story-like lyrics. .

Singor-songwriter Chris Trap-
peor, drummer Ryan Macmillan
and bassist/keyboardist Dan
McLoughlin performed Jan. 31
at Ferndale's Woodward Avenue

Browery to an, enthusiastic.

crowd of college co-eds, curious
music journalists and die-hard

fans, Since the band {s contem-

plating a split from Capitol
Records, Opening Time, was
1 d ind tly this

wonderment. - .
From the intriguing enargy
behind Waiting, Watching, Won-
dering to the scaled-down, inti-
macy of Trapper's voice on Last
Night's Dream, we hear The
P Stars at once yielding-
clear. But it's the vivid story.
tolling of songs like Who We Are
and Over You that give that

month, Politics aside, the record
itaclf takea over where After The
Party loft off. Here, we heer a
solid - trio conveying the
heartache of past.relationships,
a search for thi i

late-nbilty and earns the band
ita faithful, ever-growing follow-
ng.

Macmillan - who blushes
when asked what he thinks of
the new album - admits it's less

ful and a way of looking at life
with your eyes wide-open in
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lished, but truo to their sound.
And he's right. There are no aur-
prises here, aside from maybe
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tho bonus track.

The Push Stars' music poasess-
e¢s a genuine quality that
deservea to be heard by so many
more. Opening Time scems
appropriately titled, Look them
up on the Web www, pushstars.
com.

Instant Classic

The Dungbeatles

Magic Donkey Records

While The Beatles manage to
harbor the top selling album in
the couniry once again, the
Detroit area’s own Dungbeatles,
are climbing the ranks on their
own. With the recont releass of
Instant Classic, The Dungbent-
les meld melodies, drifting chord

something you can't help but
cnjoy.

With lyrica that tell a story
and wind around your mind, The
Dungbeatlea ahow off a diatinct
talent for songwriting covering
serious mattera - Life Worth
Giving — perfecting romantic bal-
lnds ~ Save a Place — and cven
showing a dark, comic sensibility
= He's Got a Big Truck, The band
ia Jordy Bradley, Thad Bradley,
Peto Peltier and Buddy Grell,
The album comes complete with
a black and white warning that
advises “good tunes” are in store.
With 14 catchy tracks, Instant
Classic is an enjoyable music
experience for anyone with a pop
craving. Learn more at
www.dungbeatles.com

structurcs and tones befitti;

retro rock radio, the sound is

SHOP, and SHOP some more!

# Special shopping offers

%r YOU NEEDED

ANOTHER REASON TO SHO[.

Grab your charge card and call your friends. The brand-new lusunous,
full-service Marmiott at Centerpoint is giving you an excuse to SHOP,

$119*

"CENTER OF SHOPPING® PACKAGE.
* Deluxe accommoxations for two Friday or Ssturday

« $23 certificate for farkway Grille (inside hotel)
» Health club, indoor/outdoor pool, masseuse

Located onc mile west of 173 off Square Lake

N

Road, we're within minutes of Great Lakes
Crossing. Canterbury \illage, Somersct
Collection & downtown Birrmingham.

O

CALL 1-800-228-9290
FOR RESERVATIONS.

arriott.

AT CENTERPOINT
3600 Centerpoint Farkway » Pontiac, A 48341 » 248-253-9500
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“AN AGGRESSIVE THRILL RIDE.

Dark, hilarious and a kind of electric adventure...
1t's fun to watch. A roi ' good time."
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Ever-
popular:
Everclear
is Craig
Montoya

i8
and Greg
Eklund.
Catch
them this
weekend
at the
Palace of

Auburn
Hills with
Matchbox
Twenty.

released its major label debut,
the acclaimed Sparkle and Fode.

“The only hard thing about
touring is being away from your
family,” he said. *I just got
divorced last year. I know its
effects. That's the only part.

“Besides that touring is a
blast. You get a very little sam-
ple of different places.”

Check out Everclear opening
for Matchbox Twenty, along with
Lifehouse, 7:30 p.m. Saturday,

Auburn Hills.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola
her at (734) 953-2130
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It's a Mystery.
But is it Murder?

FEB 14

THROUGH

MAR 11

A gravely Il woman
wrestles with what It
means 1o live and o die.
Based on the controverslal
career of Michigan's Dr.
Jack Kervorklan, this
thought-provoking drama
tells the story of a tamity
puiled apart by a loved
one’s desire to end her
tife. Who's to choose?

! WORLD Meadow Brook Theatre's
PREMIERE  playwright-in-residence
= "=8 BY KARIM  will have you guessing
N AL "% ALraw! until the very end.

ADULY TOPICS Mav NOT BE SUTABLE FOR PRE-TEINS
Following every performance join in a TALKBACK about the issues.
MBT BOX OFFICE: (248V377-3300
GROUP SALES: (248) 370-3316

www.mbtheatre.com
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Qeft), Art
Alexak

March 3, The Palace of Auburn -
Hills, 1 Championship Drive, '
Ticketa cost :
$24.50-834.50. Call (248) 645- -
6666,

writes about popular music.Call |



