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Whalers .(':linch West crown

Some things are assured, any-

way.

The Plymouth Whalore' 5.3
win over the Windsor Spitfires in
Windsor Sunday clinched the
Ontario Hockey League's West
" Division title for the Whalers

© and assured them of at least a
No. 2 seed in the upcoming OHL
Playoffs. Plymouth still has nine
regular-scason games remnin-
. ing, but its record is 38-12-4-6
(85 points); Windsor is 28-21-6-4
.(66 pointa),

The Whalers remain two
points behind the Erie Otters for
the overall lead in the OHL.

Tho win did not come easily for
the Whnlers. playing their fourth
game in five nights, They took
the lead on three separate occa-
sions, but it took an empty-net
. goal in the closing seconds by
Damian Surma to assure the vic-
tory.

Preston Mizzi opened the scor-
ing for the Whalers in the first
period, with assista from Kria
Vernarsky and Nate Kiser.
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Windsor knotted it early in the
second on a power-play goal by
Ahren Nittel,

Stephen Weiss answered with
a power-play goal for Plymouth
midway through the second peri-
od, assists going to George
Nistas and Tomas Kurka. But
the Spitfires tied it again with a
goal early in the third period.

A score by Chad LaRoso 5:51
into the third put the Whalers
shend for good, Chad Wisemnn
increased their lead to 4-2 at
15 23, Kurke and Weisa assist-

W(nduor pulled goalie Mlke
ighton and it paid

when Steve Hildenbrand beat
‘Whaler goalie Rob Zepp to make
it 4.3 with 1:19 left. But the
Spitfires could not repeat that
success, and Surma’s empty-net-
ter clinched it.

" A night earlier at Compuware
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Arena, the Whalers again held
on to boat London 4-3. The
nght.a took early control, get-
ting first-period goals from l\hke
' Stathopulos and Joel Scherban.
Weiss netted a goal in between
for Plymouth (assisted by Kurka
and Kiser) to muke it 2-1 London
aMr oney: ¢«

ka‘tied it at 2.2 with the
nnl goal of the sccond period;
Weiss and Mizzi assisted.

Bryan Stewart (unassisted)
and Chad LaRose (Vernarsky,
Mizzi) gave Plymouth a 4-2 lead
with 8:57 left in the third period,
The Knights narrowed the gap to
one on a power-play geal by Den-
nis Wideman with 7:02 remain-
ing, but they could get no closer.

Paul Drow stopped 26 shots in
goal to get the win for the
Whalers. Aaron Molnar had 24
, saves for London.

The Whalers have two games
thia weckend, traveling to Lon-
don Friday and hosting Ottawa
Saturday (7:30 p.m. at Com-
puware).

Livonia Stevenson is an
extremely well-coached team,
“Thoy’ve got great team speed,

« 8 great gonltender and Kevin

(Marlowe, the goalie) played
extremely well. Shoot, he shut us
out threo times,”

Mark Blazok, assisted by Dave
Bonello, made it 3-0 with 8:61 tq
. Ploy in the game. He took a feed
°“from behind the net and got hia
own rebound.

Bobby Zagata scored with 7:27
left, capitalizing on a turnover,
with brother Tommy drawing
the assist.

The Spartans’ final tally came
with 2:38 to play whon Johan
Edlund wristed the puck in off

“~goalie Greg Diven's shouller s

Stevenson wound up with a 34-
32 advantage in shots for the
ame.
Shepler will find his team in a
similar position tonight when it
playa a Redford Unified team it

« 8lso handled during the regular

Benson.

“That was early in the year
when they'd lost some players,”
he said. *This is not the same
team we'll be facing tonight.

“In playoffs of any type, the
first thing you think of is that
it’s a one-game climination,

"Every time you go out on the ice
you havo to give it everything
you'vé got. Because, if you lese,
it’s over,

“Farmington had three things
going for it, This is Mike’s old
team; we'd beaten them twice
previously, and we knew they'd
be playing the gamo knowing it
could be the inst game of their
soason.”

The Flyers seomed to wear
down midway through the game.
The Spartans began besting
them to the corners for loose
pucks, and the Flyers weren't as
crisp finishing off their checka,

However, thoy picked {t up in
the third period and were getting
the occasional odd-map rush.

“Our kids never quit,” Harris
said. “We had seme injuries, so
we were not quite as deep as you
should bo at this time of year.

“I felt our team won with class
this season and lost with dignity.

“1 guarantee we will build on
this scason. We'll huvo a differ-
ent look next ycur

Harris gave junmr goalie
Danny Zcldes playing time over
the Inat 7:27, leading to one of
the game's highlight moments.

With 30 seconds to play,
starter Diven, his prop carcer

over, called up to his father, who
was taping the game for Farm-
ington.

“Hay, dad,” he shouted.
“Thanks, for hockey, for every-
thing.”

REOFORD CC 13, W.L. WESTERN 1:
Twodime defending state champlon Red-
ford Catholic Central (22-0-3} folied to vic-
tory over Wallad Lake Western {7-12-3)
behing three goats and two assists from
Miko Ratigan in s first-round game Mondoy
at Recford Ice Arena.

Tha game was haited fter two periods
bacause of the marcy rule.

Jim Splowak and Ryan Lasecki each
¢ontributed one gosl and three pasists,

REDFORD CC 4, BROTHER RICE 1: The
Shamrochka (21-0-3, 10-0-2) scored four
unanswered goals in tha (Inal period to
beot Birmingham Brother Rice 1n a Michl-
80 [ntezscholastic Hockey Loague game
Saturdny ot Recford Arena.

Rice, 210 In loague play, struck In the
firs1 period when Justin Kozlk tallled an
una3sisted, ahorthanded goal.

CC's Jnred Ross scdred a power-play
goo) Just 30 seconds Into tha third from
Brett John and Jim Splowak to maks 11 1-1,

With oight minutas to play, Splowak
scored the game-wlnner from Mikg Ratigan
ang Andrew Eggort.

Ross saded another goal from John, and

Mike McCloan capped the scoring from
Mork Demmer end Dean Storm.

Andlew McCoy end Damyl Bridgas apit .

time in the CC goal. They facad just 14
shots; Rice's Chris Eppert made 33 saves.

NOTICE!
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If You're Retired Or About To Retire .
And Have Asséts, A Pension, Or Social Security. ™.

Retirement Strategies, nc.
Is cordially inviting you to a FRE
estate conservation and financial straregy seminar.

This FREE Seminar Reveals The Secrets
You MUST Know!

* Did you know that most people have a mlsunderslandlng of
how Medicare works?

+ How to determine tEe “countable” and “non countable” assets!

» Why giving money to your children may not be the answer!
» The biggest mistake retirees make is how their money and other’
assets are titled, and much, much more!
These shocking discoveries may end up saving you thousands

of dollars!

You CAN Protect Your Assets!
Find Out What You MUST Do To Protest Your
b . Estate...Before It’s Too Late!

, This Is The One Seminar
You Don’t Want To Miss!

Thls FREE Educational Seminar will be held on:
Thursday, March 8, 2001 at Two Times:

' 10:30 a.m. to Noon and 1:00

william Costick Center, 28600 Eleven Mile Rd., Farmin
East of Middlebelt Rd. on the N, Side of 11 Mlle R:
Ronald J. Briggs Sr., with 30 years of experience, will be conducting this seminar.

Refreshments will be available -

p.m. to 2:30

p-m.
gton Hills, MI

CALL TODAY

Call Any Time - 24 Hys, A Day |
b

- While this is fresh on your
mind! Seating is limited!
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of team compafition.

feel what the pros feel.

team today!
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Find out in The Michigan Cup —.
compeitive, amateur golf ot ils bestt

A state-wida toumument designed for golfers
of all levels, laoking for that unique thallange

From the scraich fo 20 handicap golfer; The: i-
Michigan Cup — your-chance fo.compete and ..

Den't be left in the dubhouse. Register your

_ Tournament details and regmrunon forms _
available ot all Metro Detroit Pro Golf
locations, or visit
www.michigancup.com
Sponsored by:

| =) o

-~ DIBCOUNT

734.522.8872.

Visit us ot the Michigan Golf Show in Novi, March 9 = 11, Booth #1025
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Save like never before
on fine quality home
furnishings for every

raom in your home...
* DiniNG RooMS
Living Rooms
Howme OfFICE
WatL UNits
Beorooms
ACCESSORIES
LIGHTING

PicTures

* AReA RUGS

The best pri

The best service.

BARCA\QUNGE

- We pay your

interSale

Pinal Days! Satc end Monday, Mareh 5t

During our WinferSale Event enjoy exceptional savings
throughout our 40,000 square foot showroom.

Now thru Monday, March 5th...

R & BRADINGIONDYOUN(‘

Our Leather Gallery has something to satisfy every decorating taste with a wide
range of styles from classic traditional to the most fashion forward contemporary. .

Oxford in
laathar match

saring at
rp $1800 -
Sake. $107

&[gh + HEKMAN + BOOKER - sanca\puwasr - EINIIEEEN -
HABERSHAM + « &Jaspen - Thomastille « henrecon » BTN -%-umm

SHERRILL « KINCAID

home
furnishing 0
designs @

734.285.5454 ¢ IMOS Dht. hg:
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