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Invest in real relief
for 1-275 residents

Using words like “living hell” might
seom like dramatization, but for resi-
dents who live close to traffic on 1-275,
nothing less could capture the essence of
their dilemma.

It would be easy to tell residents they
shouldn't have built their homes near &
freeway, but 16 of the 28 subdivisions
affected were there before the freeway.
What's more, when the road was con-
structed, residents have said they were
promised noise mitigation, which has
never materialized,

For years, everyone has wmtad
patiently for someone in power to do
something. While state officials have told
residents to wait — for reconstruction, for
asphalt for tined - the

missioned study concluded: “Certain
rendway surface treatments have the
potential to be cffective in reducing traf-
fic nolse, However, sufficiont supporting
mformation is not available to dnwrmine
the of such

It doesn't make sense to keep sinking
thousands of dollars into surfacing, when
no one can seem to agree on which type
will do the job. Residents need real rolief.

The study suggests some

“
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“SURE, [T'5 GOOFY AND DANGERQUS, BUT LANSING HAD TO DO SOMETHING!

sense measures, like rezoning so that no
additional single-family homes can be
built along 1-276 and strict building spec-

noise problem has only grown moro criti-
cal.

The state highway commission lis-
tened intently to residents’ concerns last
week, and we applaud them for their
patience, More importantly, we share the
pride Mayor Nancy Bates expressed
Monday for the dignity with which resi-
dents conducted themselves,

*I've never been prouder of our citi-
zens,” she said. “They went there not in n
warrior or combative mode.”

Instead, thoy simply told their stories
and offered suggestiona about noise
abatement, nsking for the kind of help
only state officials can provide. And they
were told to wait yet again.

‘What's more, residents were given ren-
son to expect a solution might be a long
time coming, More than 600 areas in the
State of Michigan currently meet or
exceed the standard for freeway noise
mitigation, It would take billions to rem-
cdy all those aituationa.

As it has been explained to local offi-
cials, the problem lies in the state’s deci-
sion to devote funds to building and
improving roads, rather than dealing
with noise abatement - compounding the
problem they refuse to address.

A solution is long overdue, and like
residonts and officials, we have been
inundated with information from both

Bottom line, consultants recom-
mend a barrler made of “mas-
sive” materials.

ifications that would require extraordi-
nary noise mitigation measures, like
noise barriers, in nearby developmenta,

Bottom line, though, consultants rec-
ommend a continuous barrier made of
“masaive” materialg, within 20 feet of the
rondway and starling from 14 to 20 feet
above the highway surface, to reduce
peak hour noise levels,

Concrete blockades have their draw-
backs. Let's face it: Big walls are ugly
and can become real eyesores if not main-
toined properly,

But consultants say they would reduco
the nois¢ to tolerable lovols, Residents
who can't hold a conversation in their
backyards might be willing to mnke the
trade-off.

Asphalt and concrete industry repre-
sentatives could present their cases from
now until St. Swithun's Day, each con-
vincing a scparate segment of the affect-
ed population. We believe it's time to
abandon the road surfacing debate and
focua attention and tho state’s limited

ding on barrier i that will

the asphalt and Both
offer surfacing alternatives that could cut
down on the noise,

As the city of Farmington Hills' com-

really make a differenco for residents.

Report can help map future

Local school officials are bout to got a
new and powerful tool to help them

determine relative strengths and weak-

nessea in the operation of their districts,

Standard & Poor’s, the well-respected
Wall Street firm with a rich history of
providing ind N biased analyti-
cal services, is getting roady to unveil the
firat of five annual reports on Michigan’s
raore than 500 public school districts.

The five year, $10 million study will
tie academic resulta to school finances
and other factora that impact a district.
The program was first announced in Gov.
John Engler’s State of tho State address

dent performance, spending, return on
resources, learning environment, taxes
and debt, and demographics.

All of the data will be available on
S&P's Web site, and school officinls will
bo offered the chance to writo o reaponse
to the study. Web links to each dietﬂct‘
‘Web site also will be provided.

Despite the potential for controversy,
Cox said he believes the vast majority of
districts will be pleased with the reaults
of the study. His biggest criticiam was
reserved for the state itaelf, for doing a

H Mentor misquote -

Thia letter ia to clarify what I enid
during my speech at the 37th Annual
Dinner for the Chamber of Commerce.
1 spoke about the Farmington Schools

A The Farmi

ship to the United States, Aa an immi-
grant, myself, I am proud of that event
and of the work of the committee,

If Mr. Oliverio had been at the Rain-
bow Breakfast he would have realized
that th- more than 400 persons who

Obscrver accidentally misquoted me,
‘What I said about the mentoring pro-
gram is that it is nice to have someone
care about me other than my parents, I
also like the mentoring program
because I get to meet new people and
watch them working at their jobs. I
want to thank the Observer for giving
mo an opportunity to clarify what I
snid at the Chamber of Commerce
Annual Dinner,
Taylor Robinson
Farmington Hills

Brmnmn Bl Breatxe
Women at work: Thylor Robin-
son attended the Annual
Chamber Dinner with her
mentor, Carleigh Flaharty.

M Political hacks

(Phil Power's) column of Feb. 1 hita
the nail on the head. Although we dif-
for greatly on tho formulas for funding
our two great universities, it appears
we agree that the method of selecting
the governing bodies need help. Both
‘parties seem to “thumb their noses” to

last year and is being fi d by the
state.
We welcome this new program, and

" urge local school officials to embrace it us

well, If nothing else, the wealth of data
generated by the reports should help
local school boerds and business man-
ngers how school dollars are being
spent, and how specific programa are far-
ing in relation to the lovel of investment.
A Michigan advisory group represent-
ing the major education associations,
members of the state education depart-
ment, nnd union Jeadership was eatab.
1ished to head-off criticlsm that S&P's
School Evaluation Services (SES) was
another attempt by the governor to criti-
cize public education while pushing for
vouchers and more charter schools.
William Cox, managing director of Stan-
dud b Poor’s, called such criticiam “non-

Nur is the study intended to rank
school districts orC:a 1:1;1:1’ to compare
specific programs, Cox added.

"I'h!nilnotmct.hchEAPmt. and to
treat it as such would be a disservice to
the program and the schools,” Cox sald
last week. “And if the governor or anyone
else tries to use it as such, we will be
writing letters to the editor oppoaing the
practice.”

Instead, Cox said the SES report will
allow school officials and parents to study

how districts perform in six areas: Stu-

We welcome this new pro-
gram, and urge local school
officlals to embrace it as
well. If nothing else, the
wealth of data generated by
the reéports should help local
school boards and business
managers track how school
dollars are being spent, and
how specific programs are
faring in relation to the level
: of investment,

less than stellar job of gathering and
maintaining accurate school data.

“There were some areas where the
data either wasn't available or obviously

higher when they nominate
*political hacka” to run for these spots,
based on their service to their respec-
tive partics rather than service, knowl-
edgo, and loyalty to the universities
they will represent.
Dr. John H, Richardson
Farmington

Once again, Ron Oliverio has wield-
ed his pen to smear another woman
elected official. This time the pen is
aimed ot Attorney General Jennifer
Granholm, who has won wideapread

-acclaim during her first two years in

office.

Ho attacks Granholm for an excel-
lent speech she made at the Rainbow
Breakfast, which celebrated the way
our two cities have assimilated the var-
jous ethnic groups who live here into a
alng!e community dedicated to making
the ican dream work for every-

was not accurate,” he eaid. “We

dd d this weakness in our Y
report.” :

Our communities. are blessed with
quality publie schools, but all can atand
improvement in some areas. Hopefully,
Tocal officials will accept the S&P reporta
and use tlwm to map futum strategy in

for
all ltudcnt.l.

P

Thu Multicultural, Multiracial Com-
mittee should be commended not criti-
cized by Oliveric for helping take the
diversity that is here and molding it
into a single purpose. Among the activ-
jties of thin committee is the annual
Heritagoe Featival where last year over
100 persons took their oath of citizen-

'

d were working toward
unity not division. He would have real-
ized that some 73 people wero honored
for their work in bringing together our
diverse population.

As for Granholm's record as Attorney
General ghe should be commended, not
vilified, for trying to get the Public Ser-
vice Commission to step up to its .
responsibility in protecting the con-
sumers and not the large utility com-
panies. She is the only friend the con-
sumers have in Lansing as the rest of
the elected officials, ns a group, as well
as the Public Service Commission con-
tinue to do the bidding of the utilitics.

As past mayor, I appeared several
times before the Public Service Com-
mission on behalf of our citizens, only
to be rebuffed cach time while the PSC
went along with the utilitics, The
heavy utility company politicat contri-
butions to most elected officials are
proving to be a good investment for

om,

Attornoy General Granholm is in our
corner and should be praised for her
consumer protection efforta.

(A footnote to the Oliverio letter, He

claima to be a member of the Ethics
Committee, There is no Ethics Com-
mittee in Farmington Hilla, It was dis-
banded soveral years ago for lack of
activity. Even before being disbanded
the committee hod not met for several

years.)
Aldo Vagnozzi

Farmington Hills

B Four seconds

February 16, 2001: Just another day,
That's how it started anyway, for me
and probably for a man and woman
that *met me" that night.

Had plans for the weekend, two
birthday pumen next month, vacation
this summer. I'm sure they had similar

plans. We “met” that night when my
trnin collided with their car at Jon
Kronk end Lonyo, wasn't really even a
train, just two engines going about 46
mph (sﬁll 500,000-plus pnundn)

There are different eyaw-t-

are thoy going to say when she nsks,
“Why did mommy and daddy die?*
*They were trying to savo four sec-
onds™ I never really thought about
what if thera waa no tomorrow. Now I
think about it all the time, every time I .
drive my car through an intersection
{will someone run a red and end my
life now), o heart attack while I take
tho trash out, is everything “in order,”
hke it or not am 1 ready to die right

Everybody has beenlateorina
hurry when a train {8 coming. Most
people have at least thought about “I
can beat it.” We don't win ties, but you
do losa, Stop for the train.

If you have to “think about” some-
thing, think about.the 300 semi trucks .
that aren't on the road with you
because of that gne train, or better yet

" think about your kids, hulbnnd “wife,

mothor or father when someone has to -
explain why you're dead.

Four seconds.
Michael Rits,
Livonia’

# Reparatlons questioned

Whether one belioves that deacen-
dents of slava blacks in the 1800's
doeserve reparations or not, would it be
politically correct to suggest that the
food stamps and other entitlement pro-
grom distributions have more than
covered tho suggested value of repara-
tions necessary to atone for the living
conditions experienced by blacka dur-
ing the years of slavery?

Docs the suggestion have merit or
might the race hustlers find the sug-
gestion not their liking?

Neil Goodbred
Livonia

ness” about what h
but all three said they drove around
cars that were stopped at the railroad
gates. I had three bright lights (two of
them flashing), blowing o horn that

. - would give you a headache it's so loud.
B Letter smeared Granholm

They had to sce me,

Playing chicken, or just in a hurry?
Doesn't really matter, they’re both
dead. If they waited four seconds, 1
would have gone by, we would have
never met. They could have done some
of the things they had planned, and I
wouldn't ba thinking absut it at lenst
10 times a day every day.

Four seconds.

The speed limit was 50, I complied
with all the rules, I don't feel “guilty,” 1
was Jjuat doing my job. I feel bad;
for the conductor, who saw “a grape-
fruit size hole where her forehead and
brain should be,” for the police, EMTs,
and "elean up crew” that had to inves-
tigate, measure, check, and clean up
the scene, for the family members that
will never be with them again.

But mostly for a five-year-old little
girl - the last thihg I saw at the scene

| = a erying little girl, hugging two

adults, family members of the dead
couple? Was she their daughter? What
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