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Orchestra

brings a little
of Paris to life

ost of us only dream of visiting

Paris, museums like the Lou~

vre or the dark and emoky
cafes where Impressionists congregat-
ed to discuss their work.

This magical city and the country of
Franco spawned a great deal of beau-
tiful music as well, Composers such
s Camille Saint-Snens and Maurice
Ravel gave the world “Carnival of the
Animals,” “Bolero,” and other memo-
rable music.

On Saturday, March 10, the Livonia

. Symphony Orchestra will make it

possible for you to sail away to the
city on tho banks of the Seine when it
0 French C tion,” 8
concert focusing on composers born in
France, and those who spent their
lives there, So come visit the city
where Henri Toulouse Lautrec creat-
ed his pnintings and lithographs of
the colorful dancers at the Moulin
Rouge. You won't have to go any fur-
ther than Carli Auditorium at
Churchill High School in Livenia.

Featured musicians

Guest pionist Laura Kargut and
organist David Wagner, along with
the orchestra, will take you away to
this cultural and intellectual center of
international fame.

Kargul, who grew up in Redford,

first came to

What: The Uvonla international
Smm ‘?‘v::wwa attention when
o
st Loura Woigul | o medeher
and David Wagner in | - tho Nethi
aconcert of music | in the Nether-
by Feench =t -+ | lada in 1985
composets shortly after
mﬂ 7:3& ™o receiving a doc-

aturday, Marc! in pi
Whers: Ghurchin | LoFate in piano

performance
from the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

Ticksts: $15, $10 She is now direc-
studenta, call (734} | tor of keyboard
4254855 studies at the

Note: Front parking
lot space Is limited
due to construction.
Addltional pasking at
rear of school

University of
South Maine
where she has
been o member
of the faculty
since 1989. Sho
will perform Cesar Franck's “Varia-
tions Symphoniques.”

“It's a one movement piano concerto
written in 1886,” said Kargul who
mnde her American debut with the
Redford Civic Symphony Orchestra at
age 13. “Franck spent his life in
France. The piano and orchestra are
equal partncrs, almost chamber music
like. At times I'm accompanying the
orchestra and at times they’re accom-

panying me.

“It isn't played a lot. Pianists adore
this piece and many great planists
hava recorded it. It's a ravishingly
beautiful piece with very romantic
moods.”

Around the world

Conductor Volodymyr Shesiuk is
mauking a habit of programming
music from cultures across the
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French connectlon: Gues!
pianist Laura Kargul will
Join the Livonia Symphony
Orchestra for an all-French
concert, .

Team effort: Ballerie Allen used her Japanese dolls as inspiration for a mask she
designed for the auction to benefit COZS, Designers (at left, top to bottom) Steve
Hough, Janet Dunbar, Sandor Koteles, Monique Cavin, Kevin Fatten, and Paul
Richardson were among the 24 Exhibit Works employees creating masks for the COTS

auction.

Masks uncover faces of homeless

m"l.,mm ANN CHOMIN
Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net

obert Steele remembers the

hardehips of living on the

streota in the late 1960s. He is
using those memorics to communi-
cate the expericnce through a bro-
ken-plaster mask mounted on a dis-
tressed piece of plywood,

A designer at Exhibit Works in
Livonin, Stecle is one of 24 employces
taking timo to create maska for an
auction to benefit COTS, the Coali-
tion on Temporary Shelter, in
Detroit's Cass Corridor. Designers
and modelera from DaimlerChrysler
and Ford Motor Co. along with
celebrities like Rosie ODonnell, Ted
Nugent and Queen Latifah have
painted more than 165 masks to
raise money at the gala event Satur-

March 10, in the Detroit Yacht

day, Mas
. Club on Bells Isle.

*T could relate to the homeless™
issues. Being without a home ia not a
fun thing to be," said Stecle of Hunt-
ington Woods. “I wanted to make a
statement about the angst and pain;
that's why I broke the mask and
rubbed it with dirt and ash and hel-
Jowed out the eyes, COTS is a great
cause and I wanted to make an
appropriate statement.”

Artistic approach

Stove Hough, like several of the
employces at Exhibit Works, went
with a more artistic approach to the
company project. Hough, who grew
up in Livonia and graduated from
Stevenson High School, ia director of
design for the business, which pro-
duces exhibita for auto and trade
shows na well as musoums. One of
their most recent projects was creat-
ing an interactive exhibit and sig-
nage for the National Amphibian
Conservation Center at the Detroit -

*“The purpose wos to do something
that someono would want to buy and
to give something back to the com-
munity” said Hough, whose mask
was inspired by the “Color Field®
paintings of Mark Rothko. “And it

‘| feathers giving it a tribal look. Laurie

looked like a fun project for us to got
involved with. People from every
department participated. It was good
for us to break out of the mold at
work and be creative at the same
time.”

Exhibit Works designers and
employees didn't have any problem
renwakening their creativity. They
incorporated everything from wood to
feathers in the masks, which range
from vibrant red to stark white.
Designer Paul Richardson placed his
mask inside a cardboard box, fre-
quently a dwelling for many hbme-
less people struggling to survive the
atreets. Viewera gaze through a glass
globe into a paint can inside the box.
The thick gloss distorts the face at
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Helping
“It was nice to know it would help
somcone,” said Cavin, *I'm not finan-
cially abla to give money but I could
o "

this.

Farmington Hills designer Ballerie
Allen has given money to COTS for
the last eight or nine years and
believea the shelter js providing ser-
vices that éveryone may need some
daoy. Allen is just one of 26 Daimler-
Chrysler designers and modelers who
created masks for the auction. Her's
was inspired by Japancse dolls. As a
designer she works elmost excluaive-
ly with cars. The project allowed her
to use a new palette while rekindling
her crentivity. .

*“Most people are just a paycheck .

the bo;mn;{:f tlhe can. away from
Sandor Koteles, director
of graphic design and m&'#g“m :63::‘3?&; z&:fs::anr:r;f
graduate of Plymouth Can- | o o gata “Most of us have a poor
ton High School, colored his | avening, including a .. | concoption of tho le. -
minsk silver and encircled it | mask'siction, butfet :| hel; ¢ by COTS. i"ﬁop help™’
with wood. Ho ngrees with | dinner, iive music end a:emn: ~ children, e’fylung-p
Hough that nrtista as well mv‘-'m to berml lea” '
as COTS benefited from the | PESGPIRIeI® | 5orq Adama donates to
project. When: 8:30 p.m. unti | different ovganizations by
Freedom of ereating | FRn@i™ ™™ | Paingbor s et
art Whare: Detiolt ¥6ht | ¢y from Lake Orion, Adams
) ¢ Banl & et a
Joctwas chab s wasntcom. | o Sl | pednt Polies b 1o
v ! 2 $125, v
mercial, that it wns'l'mg patron. For She incorporated waxed
art, not for a client,” anid reservations, catt aper and farina to give a
pape: &
Koteles, “The frecdom of (313) 576:0219. bark-like texture to the
that was r work.

Kevin Patten placed his
mask inside a briefcaso and slipped
in & COTS brochure. Erie Strebel, o
Southfield resident who's created art
for fund-raisers for the Willis Gallery,
joined with his wifs Cheryl touse a
decoupage technique on their mask.

Monique Cavin embellished one of
tha plaster faces with gold paint and

Lulucki, a long-time Canton resident
now living in Brighton, used o black
background for the gold face with
eyes in the shapo of hearts, The
mask, with all its pleasantries, is in
sharp contrast to the life of & home-
less person.

*“I enjoyed doing the mask becauso
I hadn't painted for awhile but also it
was nice to be able to do for charity.”

That's exactly why Curt Bailey .
became involved with the auction
when it began three years ago. In the
past the Birmingham businessman
has painted masks and done odda
and ends to make the event a suc-
cess,

“I've spent a lot of time down at
COTS;” snfd Bailey, president of
Sundberg-Ferar, 8 company which
helps people create and invent now
products, “The thing that really
appeals to people about helping
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Girjja Viswanath apologizes for not being able
to express herself in worda ns she walka from
painting to painting in the mini-gallery inside
her Bloomfield Hills home. Vibrant red bouqueta

mingle with bright yellow sunflowers.

Flowers are one of Viswanath's favorite sub.
jects. Daylilies, bird of paradise and carnations
fill the walls. More sunflowers pop out of a terra
cotta vase. It's apparent by looking at the land-
scapes in'ons corner of the space, that she also
savors Michigan autununs and springs, and the
way leaves change from green to yellow.

On display

Without words, Viswanath communicates in
paint a love for her new country as well as India
where shq was born. She's come a long way from
the Jackson Pollock-like drip paintings she did
when she first began to paint in 1991, More than
media and acrylic works created
in her current style will go on display today in
the fine arts gallery at the Livonia Ci)rlc Center

brary.
All of the works were painted within the last

50 of the

five years,
*I'love color,” said Viswanath. *One of my

Floral Girija Vi

beauty with vibrant color

- What: rl
Viswansth exhibits
paintings

xed med|

ans VI ry 8t the
Livonia Clvic Cen-
18r Gallery, 32777
Fiva Mile Rond,
east of Fermington
Road

strongest themes are form or
shape, and color. It's the back-
ground where I came from.
The sun is nlways shining and
women wear colorful saris.
That's how I really fell in love
with color.

“When 1 was growing up we
had a little gardon. In the
morning I loved to go out and
pluck the flowers. My mother
did meditation and took the
flowers as an offering to a
God. Flowers are fragile, They
won’t 1ast long so I want to

Girlja

h's inspiration to

paint flowers like these comes from a garden she
remembers tending while growing up in India.

capture their tenderness in my

paintings.”

Viswanath capturea the fragility of those flow-
«ers with a most unlikely medium — Caran d'ache,
a water soluble crayon made by a Swiss company,
on a most unusual surface - sandpaper, She
learned the technique in a class at the Birming-
ham Bloomfield Art Center.

«1 atarted doing it dry.” snid Viswanath, “but
then eame up with my own technique by experi-
menting with water and gel. I atarted to fall in
love with it when I mixed it with water. It almost
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