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0SI aes‘,.a. fun desination -

BY ALICE REEIN
BTAFF WRITER
arhein@oc.homecommmet

. en COSI Toledo opened
in 1997, I was ‘a bit
skeptical that the for-

mer Portside, a Trapper's Alley-
style indoor mall, could become &
reputable science museum.

But a year later, when my son
was born, and visita to his Tole-
do-based grandparents and
cousins bacame more frequent,
COSI becama our adopted back-

yard.
Located in the heart of Toledo

- —such as it is — COSI sidles up
~— to the muddy Maumeo River,

and in the summer, viewers can

1f you go:

Summit,
W Bayond

B COSI also olfers daily

COS!I Toledo (there's also one In Columbus) Is located at the cor-
ner of Summit and Adems streets, Take |-75 to 1-280 and exit off

Numbers wlll be at COS! through May 28. Upcoming
events include a musical performance by Kerry Patrlc Clark at 1
and 3 p.m, Saturdey, March 17; Paint by Number, a 50-year cele-
bratlon, on Saturday, Aprll 7 end A Chance Encounter: Meeting or
Beating the Odds April 9-22. Reservations are also balng taken for
Mother's Day brunch 10 a.m.-ioon, Sunday, May 13,

show, weather prediction and the physics of bowling.

W Admission is $7.50 adults, $6.5Q children 3-18, senlor kids
(65 and over) $6.50; kids 2 and under, free. R
W Hours Monday-Saturday 10 a,m, to 5 p.m., Sunday noon-5 p.m.

W [nformation: Call (419) 244-2674 or vist www.cosl.org.

Hand,

gaze upon ¥ boaters
and s smattering of commoercial
ships from the outdoor seats of
the Atomic Cafe.

And even though the café
offera n decent selection of both
fried and fresh foods, you're defi.
nitely not there for the food, Eat

_bofore you go, grab some ice
cream as a treat.

The thing kids like best about
COSI is that it is hands-on.
Totally hands-on, And ovory-
thing is usually in working
order, That doesn’t seom like too
much to ask, but those who

debut this summor, remember
that moat of the exhibits were
broken or just plain uninterest-
ng. .

Not here.

Scionce isn’t forced on chil.
dren, but fun ia, In the sports

remember the waning days of 2fea, which ia tha first glass.
tho Dotroit Sciance Conter beforo  Welled area that greets guests,
it entored into its current $30 kids encounter gravity while

million ronovation which will

Water play: Camiucting experiments is just one of the
many fun things to do in COSI's Water Works, - -

“A ROCK SPECTACULAR.
IT'S RED HOT”

~HOULYWEOD REPORTER
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rock climbing, work on throwing
.tha perfect piteh, and lob e virtu.
al volleyball in what can often be
a very spirited competition.
Along the way, they learn about
physiology, technology and the
science of making athlctes.
Kidspace is the most popular

* area for the proachool crowd.

And any parent who's had to
chase o 2-year-old around, winc-
ing as they narrowly miss coffee
table edgea and stereo spenkers,
will wonder why more contrac-
tors don’t just mako houses
equipped liko this, -
Just think, a tree house in the
living room with a slide that
allows kids to go right into a
kitchen area built for them. A
construction area where little
ones can build forts with foam
blocks, and a water play area
that'll float their boat. Thera's
even a sound exploration space
where tots ean bang away on
chimes, drums and lids, and
tiny tot hoapital complete with
an ambulance to drive, X-rays to
view and babies to feed.
baby aren off to the side
offers visual, tactile and nuditory

“IT'S TERRIFFIC”

~HOLLYWDOD REPORTER
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DETROIT OPERA HOUSE BOX OFFICE,
, CHARGE BY PHONE 2466454666,

AND THE PALACE BOX OFFICE.

GROUP, XIDS, AND SENIOR DISCOUNTS  AVAXABLE. FOR MORE INFO CALL {31]961:3500
- ' ‘wrvew. FomaThadusicol.com
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g!{zy up high: Though pare;xts hold their breat
ike.

stimulation for the tinieat of
babies and a little respite for
moms and dads, too.

High wire cycle

Older kida can't wait to get tall
enough to ride on the high wire
cycle, which Jooks far more dan-
gerous than it actually is, So I'm
told. I've yot to brave the bike
that’s perched a story above a
water fountain in the center atri-
um, but the constant lincs attest
to the fact that many do.

A partnership between fami-
lies, industry, achools, labor and
community groups make many
of the exhibits poasible. Lifo
Force, a lower-level exhibit spon-
sored by several Ohio healthcare
organizations, teaches kida
about high-tech medical science
as kids assume the roles of
secret agents for rescarch facili-
tics. Both lifec and death aro
treated inteligently, making it
an exhibit of fact that does not
patronize its younger audience.

Across the atrium is Mind

for children of all ages

Zone, where kids explore the fun
of perception. A distorted gravity
room makes balls rell up, and
gives you instant instability on
your feel. Great for laughs, but
not for the ensily disoriented.
The big draw here is always the
floor to ceiling video screen that
multiplies images and turns
your ordinary hand gestures into
a psychedelic array of colors,
Think Target ada meet lava
lamp and you got the picture.

In the summer, visitors can
explora the outdoor science
park’s Sound Garden, use them-
selves as part of a sundial, and
usually there's plenty of bubbles
out there to capture the little
one's attention.

Because of ita large Kaleido-
scope Gallery, COSI is able to
host regular touring exhibits,
Last year's big winner was the
Science-of Roller Coasters, which
1 thought Cranbrook actually did
& bettar job with when it was
there earlier in the year.

But this spring, until May 28,
COSI offers “Beyond Numbers,”
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a built-in advantage:
A $50 Home Depot"

gift card.

Standard Federal Bank's Equity Line lets you
turn big purchases into tiny payments.

* One of the lowest home equity rates in town ~
Prime minus 1/2%" on lines of $100,000

and more

« Interest-only payments

* A $50 Home Depot gift card when you open

with a $10,000 draw
« And much more!

Sign up today at yc;ur Standard Federal
Banking Center or by calling us toll-free at:

1-877/732-8240

Helping You Along The Way™

ty Line has

h, kids love pedaling on the high-wire

which was created by mathe-
maticisns from the George
Washington University and the
Maryland Science Center staff,
Three areas of COSI house the
interactive exhibit, which
explains mathematics through
patterns and relationships, prob-
lem solving and abstractions.

The experiments are meant to
engage children to develop a
healthy interest in mathematics,
and to the most part, they do. I
find that if true learning is to
happen, it's up to the parents to
read the explanations and dis-
cusa the experiments with the
kids, Otherwise, they’re simply a
series of interactive gnmes —
which isn't 2 bad thing either,

Whethor it's for science or for
fun, COSI ia certainly worth an
afternoon of exploration. And if
you really pay attention, you'll
learn something, too. Or more
likely, you'll remember just how
much you used to know, and

‘wonder where all that knowl-

edge went,
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