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All SOS
offices stay
in Livonia
g_‘y"l’.hvl}n"\;gcowon
loconnor@oe.homecomm.net

Those keeping tebs on Livo-
nia’s three Secretary of State
branches can be assured they
will all remain open,

Secrotary of State Candice
Miller gave the word Thursdny,
which means the Livonia West
branch at 18229 Newburgh near
Seven Mile has been spared.
There are also Secrotary of
State branchea at Livonia Mall
on Seven Mile and 36131 Ply-
mouth Road, near Lovan.

In January, city and atete
elected officials met with Miller
to ask that all three remain
open.

“Aftor studying the Livonia
branch offices we found that
they are performing very well
and will be making no changes
in either their location or service
levels,” aaid Miller in a written
statement.

One clected official who lob-
bied for the branch to remein is
pleased with the news.

State Sen. Theddeus McCot-
ter joined state Repa, Laura
Toy, R-Livonia; and John Stew-
art, R-Plymouth; and Mayor
Jack Kirksey in a meeting with
Secretary of State staff Jan. 25.

*“It was n team effort,” McCot-
ter said,

“They (Miller and her atafl)
were very fair and objective.
‘They didn’t make any promisea,
We presented our caso and they
agreed.”

The basie of local officinls’
argument was that reaidents are
familiar with the Newburgh
branch, and it has casy freoway
access. Aside {rom northwest
Livonia residents, people from
Plymouth and Northville also
use the office, they said,

“We didn't want people to
show up to find it closed and net
know where to go or have to
travel further,” McCotter said.

The Secretary of State regu-
larly evaluntes all 178 branch
offices, monitoring number of

lease agr
physical state of the building,
population trends and traffic
volumes, -
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Students who do not have special needs
discovered some amazing things during
Tuesday’s Disability Awarenesa Day at
Kenbrook Elementary School.

They tried to eat using adaptive food
utensils. They made their way through a
wheelchair obstacle course. Thoy worked
on a Braille typewriter instead of a
spanking new PC.

They nlso teamed up with cl

Learning other ways: Practicing newly learned Braille, Alice Hu spelled out her name.
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B ‘i'd like to see this
done in all the schools.’
' Shellie Ravitz

-—Kenbrook parent volunteer

Blldfolded: Student Chris Lindsay
attempts to find his way around the class
using a white cane.

Disabilities program comes to Kenbrook

Kenbrook parent volunteers, who worked
at various stations.

Among the latter were Carole Porcari,
Shellie Ravitz and Mary Rose Zazaion.
They went around the scheol with a

hecklist to make sure the school is ade-

every elementary school in the county.

*It involved all of us,” said Kenbrook
special education teacher Joyce Rice, “It's
like it ... gives us empathy toward a lot of
people, and I hopq it will have been an

's o b el

» who do have some kind of physical dis-
By . ability or special need, working with each
i ive. hand

program.”
Rice coordinated the program from the

other at one of the
ions set up in tho gy
Gencral education fourth graders and
special i d partici d in
the workshop, sponsored by Oszkland
Schools, Kenbrook waa the first Farming-
ton elementary school to host the pro-

Volunteer: Diane White helps
students Pauline'Knighton
and Jillian Esshaki with a
RealVoice augmentative

communication device. .

gram, . which is offered free of charge to

k end, along with teachers Chris
Baker and Lindsey Brody."

“They (students) were just really inter-
ested in everything,” Brody said, “I don't
think they all understood that ‘Oh, they
need thie,’ I think thia definitely will
make an impact down the road.”

Helping out were other teachers and 20

e |

quately equipped for those with disabili-
ties. Items on the checklist include
whether sinks are low enough for
wheelchair users to have easy accesa to,
for example.

“It's about awarenesa for kids," Porcari
said.

Concurring was Zazaian, “This makes
them aware of the disabilities that are
around us. Going to the bathroom is not
that simple for someone with a disabili-

“I'd like to see this done in all the
schools,” said Ravitz about the Disability
Awareneas Day, adding that learning
about and accepting people with disabili-
ties needs to be a priority in a community
that openly embraces diversity.

Author to speak at Adat Shalom tonight

Moshe Waldoks, co-editor of |

The Big Book of Jewish Humor,
will appear at Adat Shalom Syn-
agogue 7 p.m. Sunday, March 4.
The program is jointly sponsored
by Adat Shalom, Temple Isracl,
the Jewish Community Center
and Anti-Defamation League.

Waldoks teaches Jowish cul-
tural, spiritual and ritunl rencw-
al. He's also co-editor of The Big
Book of New American Humor
and edited the forthcoming The
Whole Megillah, Jewish Humor
for Purim and the Wholc Year.

He has recently been ordained
as o post denominational rabbi
by his mentors, Rabbis Zalman
Schachter-Shalomi, Arthur
Green and Everett Gendler and

serves as rabbi of Temple Beth

Zion in Brookline, Mass.

Waldoks was conaultant and
actor in a fenture film The
Imported Bridegroom and in the
PBS documentary Breaking the
Silence about children of Halo-
caust survivors.

Waldoks currently lectures at
Tufta University, He completed

state from 1;age Al

his doctorate in Eastern Euro-
pean Jewish intellectual history
at Brandeis University and has
scrved on the faculties of Bran-
deis, Tufts and Clark universi-
tics, Wellesley College, the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross, and the
Boston Hebrew College.

He is a recent recipient of a
B'nai B'rith International
Humanitarian Award.

The ity is wel

There is no charge. For more
information, call Adat Shalom at
851-5100.

Bates said. *It's about people
oand guuli!y of l:'fe:'

anyone, for any veason, doesn't
fecl part of the community.”

+ With a of approxi

mately 85,000, the city is the
largest in Oakland County,
although Troy is expected to
take over that spot in 2002, she
said. Bates cited the collective
efforts of community volunteers,
individual and corporate
*heroes,” who work for families
and children.

« City manager Steve Brock
said officinls constantly worked
to maintain and improve roads
and infrastructure while keep-
ing tax rates among the lowest
in the state. On the horizon are
the widening of Orchard Lake
Road, which began last month,
reconstruction of Northwestern
Highway, widening of Farming-
fon Rond and a grant to re-time
all the city’s traffic signals.

3 Brock said a plan to cap the
abandoned landfill at 11 Pines, a
sity-owned property, should be
approved by the _Mi:hignr}

Brock d everyone to
become engaged and involved.

“I like to think of each one of
us as an nsset,” he snid. “The
state of the city is fine, The state
of the community is up to-all of
us.”

Head count

proposition,” he added.
Although Jack Demmer’s
departure has left a vacant
building on the east end of
Grand River, Lauhoil said Ford
Motor Company has had several
dealershipa looking at it and
may have the building filled in
the next few months. He alse
spoke to the difficulty of redevel-
opment i‘p what is, essentially,

the 76th

sary of Farmington's vote to
incorpornte, city mannger Frank
Lauhoff said the aging of the
community has led to a slight
decline in population over the
yenrs, as children grew up and
moved out.

“We're hoping the 2000 census
will atay the same,” he said.
“There may be some reduction in
population.”

Those numbers will have an
impact on revenues, Lauhoff
added.

While the population may
have declined, the formation of a
De Devel Author-

Department of Envir

Quality soon; the Planning Com-
mission is expected to review a
sito plan thisspring. -

 'The Special Services Dopart-
ment will be moving to make
way for the new 47th District
Court building, which will be
built on the city's municipal
campus at 11 Mile and Orchard
Lako Roads. And a new fran-
chise agreement with Time
Warner Cable will bring high
specd Internet nccess to tho city
‘within the next six months.

. While at loast one residont
who has written to Brock wor-
ties that Hills neighborhoods are
becoming islanda in a sea of traf-
fie, he aaid, "Isolation is when

ity hns increased the state
equalized value of that business
district by 121 percent. A contin-
ued investment of time and
resources is important for the
138 businesses, which produce
gross revenuea of more than $30
miltion each ycar, he said.

As a way of leading by exam-
ple, the Farmington City Coun-
cil took ownership of the Civic
Theater, completing the last
phase of renovation laat month,
The city has i ted 1

an d arca of the com-
munity.

*It's a delicate balance trying
to improve older districts and
meet the needs of adjocent resi-
dents,” he said.

Lauhoff believes ending rede.
velopment efforts would be *giv-
ing up on your community, and
you can't do that.” Having strict-
1y enforced zoning codes to
improve certain areas, the city
will undertake a zoning code
revision in March.

Like his Farmington Hills
counterpart, Lauhoff talked
about infrastructure improve-
menta and the need for reinvest-
ment in aging facilities. The city
is looking at an alternative
method of rehabbing four and a
half milen of connector pipes
that stretches to Telegraph and
8 Mile Road, that would drop the
cost from $25 million to $3 mil
lion,

‘While older communities have
higher debt structures, Lauhoff’
said Farmington has a tax rate
that ranks on low end among
Onkland County’s older cities.

Formi intained o

PP
mately $1 million in the project,
Lauhol¥ said.

. *We attracted 65,000 patrons
last year. At this point in time,
the theater is a break even

Fary as
conservative ch , and with

room in

One Group Mid Cap Value Fund Performance
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Go ahead, fantasize about
retirement. Just leave a little

financing it.

that dream for

5 Yoo

250t 12/31/00. 2852 Past

performance does HOt guararter future results Mid Cap investments
Ty offer greater imvestiment sk than large cap investments
C'mon, face it. You like to think about retirement. A lot. 8ut maybe it's time to think
about it in a slightly different way, as in, how to afford it. That’s why Banc One Securitles
Corporation has Iots of ways to invest your hard-earned IRA savings. One of themisthe
One Group's Mid Cap Value Fund, which invests in undervalued companies with
promising growth potential. Call 1-888-326-2347 or stop by a Bank One banking center
and talk with a licensed representative from Banc One Securities Corporation. Then
you can go back to dreaming about burning your day planner.
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excellent leadership, has a very
bright future and is in 1l

shape,” he said,
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