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‘'With signals, timing is everything SUIrVeY /. o

BY RALPI R. ECHTINAW
STAFY WRITER .

behavior at intersections.
‘The data will be plugged into a

Driving around Farmington
Hills should be casidr this sum-
mer, once tho city finishes retim-
ing all the traffic signals in
accordance with a traffic study
that {s still under way, .

The study, paid for with a
$285, 000 atate or federnl grant,
began in November and ia two-
thirda completed, said city trafe
fic engineer Kevin McCarthy.
Thia involves the use of auto.
matic vehiclo counters and
observers whe monitor traffic

program called Syn-
chro by Trafficware. This soft-
ware recommends optimal tim-
ing for the 89 signals in the city.
that ere not part of the county’s
FAST-TRAC systom. . -

McCarthy estimates that
county personnel will bogin
changing tae timing late spring
or early summer. That will take
two months.

Although the atudy and retim-
ing was strictly a Farmington
Hills idea, the Road Commission
of Oakland County has begun a
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H ‘The [dea for ‘,m. Is looking at trends.” *“That (16 percent) is still not a  percent of 1998 grads said learn.
to be perpetual. When students graduate this good number to make a renction  ing in the district was valuabl
Kevin McCarth: year, they will be given exit sur- » Webb snid. “The best we can  to them, only 83 percent of 99 |
—City troffic en, myr veys and also be informed about do is keep tracking it, and if we grada reported tho same. :
£ 4 the -y r-uut survey dis- start to see a trend that the per- Munnwhilu, the percentag
tributed in 2 . centages ‘nro still going d?;l: wth'; n&:l :}m dildtrl:; 'apxzm;;;l
gram. During the ﬂnt survey, only then public concerns would be ately challenge om in
;Lu;“l,ﬁgvgomh'ﬁ";?s ”::stfn:“,l: 76 grads participated. The moat-  better justified. clnnmnm dipped from 71-to-60
counterclockwise, ending jn  Lecent survey drow pasticipation ~ Because fower alumni R
‘armington Hills in five years. from 167 out of more than 800 answored the first survoy, per- Studonc antisfaction with indi
That worka m“y well, &rads, ly 16 percent. ¢ wero more skewod, vidual subject areas also could :
McCarthy snid, as he believes Schonl ‘board Trustee Cathy Zurvalec explained. . be cause for concern if trends :
p Webb said such low partici For the t continue over o several-year

these studies ehould be done
periodically. “The idea is for this
to be perpetual, as long as the
funding is still there.”

rotes need to be taken into
account when analyzing the sur-
vey results,

period. In the survey from last :
year, 11 of 14 subjects saw a -
decrease in combined A and B *
grades over the previous year's .

of alumni ruportlng they liked
high school dropped from 84 per-
cent to 83 porcent. Whereas 94

. survey. :
Following is how those sub-
jocts fared, comparing the sur.
veys of 1998 and 1989 gradu.

“We encourage the reading at
home,” Stieber said. *I like to
read and the kids enjoy it.”

Asked about what makes
Seuss so enjoynble, Stieher
replied that it's “the rhyming.”

“This is just a great way to get
kids to enjoy reading, celebrate
together and celebrate good lit-
erature,” said Green after her
spirited rendition. “We look at
Dr. Seuss so often as being for
little kids. But the word combi-
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natfons are loved by everybody.
Then lond to reading with
expression and having a good
time with it,”
Book Parade

Meanwhile, the blrthdny Pro.
gram provldod Kurzyniec with
an opportunity tu rumlnd stu-
dents about

the gymnasium. *If you don’t
read that much, even 16 or 20
minutes every night would be
wonderful, '

Also in full swing at Flanders,
and other elementary schools in
the district, is the annual Book
Parade reading incontive pro-
llrﬂra. The program, spon!ured
by the

designed to promote reading.
Tho key is “to set a goal and read
evory night,” she told students in
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nnd media department, is open
to fourth- and fifth-gradera.
Thero are 13 selected titlos,

different reading levels.”
Although studenta earn incen-
tivea for rending a particular
number of titles, media apecial
ists emphasize “that it’s mmﬂng

ates, respectively:
M Math: 62 pcrcent {'98 gra

Elsewhete, too
!uﬂﬂw). 63 perccnt '89 grad sur- -

Throughout the district during
March are programs and activi-

ties designed to spark interest in l Scionce: 61 pcn:cnt. 51 per-

for pl and not o
tion,"” Kurzyniee said,

For those roading six or more
of the books, they will be invited
to an April unmbly to feature
author Gynlhin De Felico,

“We haven't dropped reading
for in this district,”

which “represent a variety of
genre, subjects and authors at

noted Kurzynie:. *“They both
have a place.”
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reading. cent; :
For le, Falrview Early | Computor educnhnn- 46 per. *
Childhood Center is hosting & cent, 33 perce: :
variety of activitics with the B English: 86 percent, 67 per-
theme “Pig Out on Booka!” cent;

Zurvalec said some categorie:
with low percentnges would :
probably see incroases in future -
survoys, because block schedul- |
ing is now at all three nchoolx‘ :
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his dad and learned he's doin,
fino.”

“The reason we were notifie
is the achool made sure to put
conaistent message out, that'
underatandable to kids of that
age,” Reid commented. “I think
the maossage is carefully con.
atructed not to raise concerns,
but to mitigate them.” .

Bauman sanid several classes |
were making cards that Mrs
Turner will take to the hospital
Thursday.

Students bogan the month
with = special visit from Mar-
garet Schmidt, who brought real
pigs to.show them. Then, from
March- 5 through March 15,
classes are visiting the media
conter to participate in various
pig-related literature activities ~
including listening centers and
acting out stories with p!

From 6-8:30 p. m, Fridny,
March™18, is the *Pig Out on
Books and Ice Crenm” family
night. Guest readers will capti-
vate youngstors, and familiea
will be invited to journey
through the building, The gym
will bo stocked with ice cream,

There also will bo a “piggy
parade” at the end of the month,
where children will dress as
farmers and parade through
Fairview with their favorite

hand.
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. SOUTHFIELD CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
“Pursuing excellence for the glory of God”

SCS, a National E dent, K-12, Christian
cullcgo-preparutnry schoul wnll be holding an Open House
for parents interested in enrolling their children for the
%331 -2002 school year on ’Pueadny, March 18, 2001 at 7:30
Southfield Christian School fe
* A 30-year tradition of excellence
A school community of 850 students from 500 families,
rapresenting 125 churches and 40 cities
A commitment to biblical beliefs, values, and morals
Accredm:d by.the North Central Association and the

Schools Association of the Central States -
98% wllege admissions rate
'l'hrce state-of-the-art computer lubs

i hletics, arts, and

Cnnvenimtlylocnted at 12 Mile and Lahser
- in Southfield

For Information Call: (248) 867-3660
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FREE “LIVING TRUST” SEMINAR

Find Out How to Transfer Your Estate to Your Family
Owck/y and Privately-Without Probate Fees

N PAYIAFNT
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Thuraday, March 18, 2001 ’
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' sponsored by: Law Office of Jeffrry R. Saunderh, Attorney Jefiey R. Saundens
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