Musical mission:
Christian college
building program

hen Kimberly Swan was

appointed coordinator of the

music department at William
Tyndale College in August, she never
dreamed the job would require 50
hours a week. But she's not complain-
ing. Just the opposite, Her enthusi-
asm and excitement grows stronger
every day,

“We'ro trying to re-establish the
music department,” said Swan, &
Westland resident who grew up in
Livonin, “Twenty ycars ago there was
a strong department with two choira
and a community band. You have to
work at it all the time. You have to go
out and recruit students. I've been
mailing out information, calling and

- going directly to Christian schools in
" the area to tell students about our
- musie department.”

Building a program

So far, 22 music majors have chosen
the small Christian liberal arts col-
lege (formerly known as Detroit Bible
College) in Farmington Hills becauso
of its one-on-one attention to stu-
dents. Willinm Tyndala offers bache-
lor degrees in music, performance,
church music, and music/ youth stud-
ies. It also offers evening classes to
accommodate working adult sched-
ules,

“I know all of tho music students by
name,” said Swan, who teachea voice
at the college. “I
get to talk to
them about their
goals, dreams
and sometimes
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spaca with her
father, Jerry
Smith, chairman of the music depart-
ment. Her mother, Sharon Smith, was
hired to teach piano last Christmas
w)l:en the instructor accepted another
Job.

Program

On Saturday, March 31 Jerry,
Sharon, Kimberly and her husband,
Jeffroy, a tenor, will sing sacred music
with the college's studenta and faculty
at Grace Chapel in Farmington .
Hills.The program of classical, pop,
jnzz and traditional music will also
feature the Tyndale College Choir,
Tyndale Artists Ensemble, and the
Praise and Worship Ensemble,

Paul Bechler lends the Tyndals Col-
lege Choir, Smith the Tyndale Artists
Ensemble which is composed of facul-
ty, alumni and semi-professional choir
members from area churches. The
Praise and Worship Ensemble leads
;:hnpel sorvices once a week at the col-
ego.

Swan is hoping to fill all 400 seata,
The concert begins with “Anthem of

Spring”

“It's musically difficult but musical-
ly satisfying,” said Swan. “It's all
about creation — how everything
starts to wake up.” -

Sounds like an anthem for the
music department if Kimberly and
her dad have anything to say about it.
Both believe the college's muaic
d will becos

me nger wi

an incrense in music student enroll-
ment, To make the program more
attractive, Swan wants to send the
chofr on a tour to Chicago or Indiana
next year. She's already writing
grants to get the endeavor and the
group off the ground.

*Tt helps the thoir grow if you have
a tour,” m& SWTn. ‘wg:ol:i.m%
way to go but a lot of ve
already happened like being able to
purchase a sound system you can
travel with.”

And spreading the word in song
won't hurt either. In February, the col-
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onald K. Brown makes no
apologies for the intensity of
his work. Dances focusing on

slavery, death, and thae strugglea of
women of African descent, allow

Cwohtem" orary choreographer draws on his
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Roots: Ronald K
 Brown’s dance troupe
E- - Evidence uses a blend of
African and modern
dance to tell stories
about the black experi-
ence.

him to tell the atories of his poople.
Using a blend of African and
modern styles, the Brookiyn-born

. ¢horoographer, creates thought-pro.,
voking, high energy pieces brought

to life by his young dance troupe -
Evidence. Brown, who founded the
New York-based dance company in
1986, is hardly an overnight sensa-
tion but his work is beginning to
earn him a reputation as an up-
and-coming choreographer.

Celebrated groups in the dance
world think his work has something
to say, too. In 1999, the Alvin Atley
American Dance Theater commis.
sioned him to create “Grace,” a
danco capturing all the fervor of a
apiritual journey.

On Saturday, March 31, audi-

-
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nbout the life of a slave
girl,

He also doca a lot of
*“looking at history” and
listens to music. *Inci-
dents” is set to tradi-
tional spirituals by the
Staple Singers and o
young Aretha Franklin,
and contemporary
music, including tradi-
tional Nigerian instru-
mentation, by Wunm{
Olniya.
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Related eveats:

@ Master classes with
Brown open to the public
for observation and
participation 12 b,m.
Tuesday, March 27 at
Eastern Michigan University
Dance Studio, Ypsllantl,
(734) 4877420, Ext. 2718;
7 p.m. Tuesday, March 27
at Peter Sparling Dance
Gatlery Studlo, Ann Arbor,
(734) 747.9843, and 7
p.m. Wednosday, March 28
at Wayne State University's

“The dance calls to

. mind people on the
alave block. What did
people carry with them
through' the migra-
tion? A sense of self-
determinntion, dignity
and perseverance is
what people were hold-
ing onto. It goes
through different time

“perioda and drawa a
parallel with the
hybrid cultural dovel-
opment in West Africa
in the 1970s when
thoso countries got
their liberation. It was

Working together: Ronald Brown
(Teft) set his choreography for
i - “High Life” and "Incideénts” to
: -music composed by Wunmi Olaiya.
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Sherry Eid stands in front of “Danc-
ing Wolf” talking about colored pencil
and showing a photograph of the Amer-
ican Indian from which she created the
work.

It's apparent by the looks on their
faces that the drawing is not exactly
what third-graders from Livonia's Cass
Elementary wero expecting to sco dur-
ing their tour of the exhibit, But that's
part of the fun for Eid and three mem-
bers of the Artifacta Art Club. Every
year for the last eight, Eid and club
members have n on tours of
their spring exhibit ns a way of intro-
ducing them to original art.

Eid personally makes sure the chil-
dren at Gn;u learn about drawing,

Intl : 1 hroughout th

. Jege's choral groups joined stud
from Walled Lake High School and
the Hartford Memorial Baptist Choir

an o
school year. Once a month she takes
copies of art into the classroom as part
of the Mutenul_il program in Livonia

ences in this arca will have their
first oppartunity to see Ronald K.
Brown/Evidence as part of the Uni-
versity Musical Society series in
Ann Arbor. It promises to be a mov-
ing experience.

Food for thought

“T like going to theater to receive
a gift that was on tho filmmaker's
or playwright's mind,” said Brown.
“Entertainment is nice but I live to
reccive a pieco of the creator’s imag-
ination and heart, It fecds mo to see
what people are creating.”

coming up and asking for your auto-
graph, and afterward rcading thonk-

*Technology {8 mav- | Maggie Allessee Studio,
ing 8o fast,” said Detrait, (313) 577-4273
g imes it's

o similar scarch fora

- Brown,

all about what's new
with little consideration of where
we come {rom. Knowledge and
power comes from history and lega-
cy. Even though my work is contem-
porary, it's important to show
what's come beforo.”

*High Life” builds on imsdges of
the first section — *Bid Em In."The
work likens the journey of ex-slaves

better life. That's
where the term “High Life" comes
from. The music comea out of Africa
in the 1850s. You can hear the simi-
larity in the music coming from
Africa with the music James Brown
was playing.”

Inspiration
Although “High Life” received ita -

from the rural South to the urban premiere in July 2000 at the Jacob's |
North with the exodus of young Pillow Dance Festival in Massachu- |
African people from vﬂl:gea to the sotts, the initin] sced for the piece
ities. It is sot to ic by Nigeri
aries B mtionuely Ticass 505 BROWNK, I _
g . ]

o share their creativity with children
you notea that start Dear Artist.
They're honest about which ones they

like and why.”

Carrying tote boards, the classcs of
Helene Uhlmann and John Colby care-
fully look at each work while listening
to the artista talk about the materiala
and process used in its creation. After-
ward, students meander through the
exhibit and cast votes for their
favorites. A small group of girls begins
to congregate before a grouping of
works featuring cats. Some take the
opportunity to sit on the floor and
draw, .,

“It's a chance for studénts to look at
different kinds of art,” said Uhlmann.
“The part we like is some of the artists
are here to talk about their inspiration.

“Another benefit is that many times
children will come back with their par-
ents go they look too. They don't alwaya
realize there ia an art exhibit.”

Uhlmnna proudly displays her own
cxhibit of art works created by stu-
dents before viewing the exhibit. In
preparation for the tour, the third-
graders crented art based on titles of

to present a concert in honor of Black
History Mon@. E . . Public Schools.
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work in the Artifacts show. Kendell
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