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“The chorus was founded in
1918 in the shadows of those
churches in Kiev. The chorus
brings things full circle from the
ladd where the music was found.

‘Tho use of basses and lower voic- - was listening to thom, so I decid-

esds characteristic of Ukrninian
sacred music. The point is to
bring the listener closer to Ged.
1t's somber, melancholy Ukraini-

is to express yourself in singing.
Then we came to the U.S. in
1849, My wife’s father was a
member of the Bandurist Cho-
rus, I got goose bumps when I

ed to try to maka it into the cho-
.rus” .
Bl!.c!lulb of the bond botween

an' music that leaves you in awe,
Eastern European and Ukraini-
anysacred music is very mystical,
Iri hina this myatical effect on peo-
plg.” .
Haunting sound

The music is tho reason Arnold
Bitko, 71, joined tha chorus in
1963. Birko originally played
mandocello’ with tho chorus as
wall o8 dolin in a Ukraini

many of the \:
apan genoratlona. Birko's son
. drij, 32, I8 a membor of the
chorus, along with Wladimir
Murha and his son, Anatolf.
“It's very much part of our cul-
ture,” said Wladimir Mur)hn,. a

being involved in the cultura,
The chorus has been a part of
history aince 1918 in Ukraine.
My eon is now continuing the
tradition and honor that goes
with perpetuating aculture.” .

New blood

Unlike many classical and jazz
musicians, the average ban.
durist is getting younger. That’s
due Jargely in part to the older
generation nurturing a love for
the instrument in their children,
and bandura camps held sum-
mers in London, Ontario, Cana-
da and Eml Pa. Anatoli

Livonia i and b
with the chorus, Murha spends
an hour a day practicing the 60-
strifig instrument, “We sing at
weddings and a week after East-
er ot o celebration of life, In the

orthestra,

%“Most of Ukrainian musie is
me¢lodic,” said Birko, a Livonia
resident who plays bass. “We
lived in Kiev where I'd go to the
benth and sing. Growing up in
Ukraine, you could hear people
singing and playing music every-
where. Part of Ukrainian culture,

beatitudes, cach verse is nearly.
the same musically but with
quirks at the end. It sounds
familiar, but it's an ancient tune
and a recurring theme you can
hear in Tchaikovsky's “1812"
overture.

“But it's not just the music, it's
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began playing bandura at age
14. He's now 23.

“I remember when the ban-
dura was bigger thun I was,”
snid Anatoli. *I was a' typical kid-
playing with baseball cards, then’
1 started taking lessons with
Andrij and then with my dad. 1
loved it do much I saved up and
bought & bandura.”

Anatoli, however, didn’t atop
at learning to ploy the $3,000
bandura hand-carved from a sin-
gle piece of wood. He joined the
chorus and is now president of
the executive board. Liko his
father, Antoli encourages young
musicians to develop skills and
playing techniques at the camps
whero he is now co-director.

“I enjoy giving back to the
younger generation,” said Ana-

) toli, *but it goea deepor than

that. On tour, I've scen the west-

‘ern Canadian Rockies and

Ukraine. It's the people you
meet, the relationships you
start. Most aren’t people I just
seo on the weekend. I consider
them brothers. There’s a broth-
erhood.

“It's a definite connection to
your culture. I remember my
grandmother singing. I'd .never
hoard that sound anywhere
before. It's & sound unique to the
bandurist chorus, The sacred
music is haunting yet soothing
but very intriguing, Church
mutlc always left an impact on

mo.
It had an impact on'the rest of

. the 38-chorus membars, who

range in age from 18 to 87. Now
the chorus would like to share its
music with all cultures and reli-
gions. One of the first steps was
contacting local churches such as
St. Paul's. In addition to the
April 8 performance, the chorus
will perform sacred music the
first weekend in Moy in Cleve-
land and the first week in June
in Toronta.

Anyone interested in achedul-
ing a sacred concert in fall or
donating to the chorus's trip to
Ukraine should call Anatoli at
(734) 953-0305 or visit the Web
site at www. bandura. org
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Ha's cduntlng on “The Adding
Machine,” to bring in new cus-
tomers,

Great story

“It's juat a fascinating play,”
he said. “It was written in the
18208, and isn't a well-known
play. But the issucs are just as
powerful now as they were then
- man veraus the drudgory of
overyday life. It challenges the
audjence to not livo in a coma to
get out of 40 hours & week doing
something you hate.”

Mr. Zero hates his job, His
wife naga him,

Griffith calls the play a atyl-
ized drama. It was strongly
influenced by early 20th century
German theater.

“I've worked jobs I've hated
before,” he 'said. “I worked in o
cubical for a yeai answering a
phone. We all havo dreams, but
there are a lot of different rea-
sons why we don’t follow them.
It’s always a dilemma. There ore
all these outside factors chipping
away at what wo want to do in
life.”

Metro Dotroit theater veteran
Robert Grossman stars as Mr.
Zero who adds numbers all day
at work. His home life isn't good,
and he cracks, “It'a a journey,”
soid Griffith.

Abboey Adler of Birmingham is
Mrs, Zero, his nagging wife,
Susan Berg his coworker and
love interest, and Steven Nicol-
ich Shurdly, a man looking for

M ‘We all have dreams,
but there are a lot of
different reasons why
we don't follow them.
It's always a dilemma.
There are all these out-
slde factors chipping
away at what we want
to do inlife.’

York R. Griffith

director

- forgiveness.

Taking chances

*1 feel like we take a-certain
amount of charices,” said Griffith
cxplaining his attraction to Plan-
et Ans. *It's helping mo grow as
an artist. Wo do high quality
producti liko the inti
of the space. That's really where
theater is headed.”

Hia cell phone rings, and Grif-
fith answers. Life is good now,
he's happy.

“] want to continue growing as
an artist in theater,” he said. *“T
have the right kind of freedom
here. The only constraints are
finzncinl, It's a very healthy feel-
ing to have.

“I'd Jove to see Detroit have a
lot faith in Planet Ant and see it
become a staple of the theater
community.”
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