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Questions, we get questions;
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them than in
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can learn?

Q: Which
forced bulbs
aro  worth
replanting
in the gar-
den?

A:  Most
MARTY Flatey  forced bulbs

can bo sot in
the garden after the last freezo
(around May 20). Meanwhile,
koop them in bright sunlight
indoora and fertilize them with a
!.vnter—aalublo houseplant fertil-
izer.

Generally the minor bulbs do
best crocuses, grape
hyacinths, snowdrops, ete. Larg-
er bulbs such as daffodils alss do
well, but forced hyacinths and
tulips are often treated for fore-
ing and should be put in the
compost pile.

Q: When can I begin to
thwart slugs in the garden?

A: Now's the time to begin.
There are many baits, traps,
homemade concoctions, of which
you have probably read. A new
idea to me is to use sandpaper
discs. Cut a slit from one side of
the disc to the middle and lay it
around the plants. The rough
texture will cut the slimy bodies.

Q: When is Michigan State
University Extension going
to offer the “Don't Guess ~

Soll Test” program?

A: What n timely question!
The program has just begun and
will run through April 16.

The cost {s $12 for each test.
You can take soil samples to par-
ticipating rotailers where the
sample will be packaged and
sent to the MSU lab. Within two
to threo weeks, the results and
interpretation will be returned
in the mail.

For a list of participating
retailers, check the Metro
Detroit Landscape Association
Web site at www.land org

carly to plant them in
Screen scene:
Different species of
ghrubs make an
attractive and
effective windbreak.
Here viburnum,
American arborvitae
and Canadian
hemlock grow as e
screen between
properties.

the garden? .

A: Keop the protective wrap-
ping around the roots moist
until planting time. Store the
plant in a cool but frost-free and
dark spot to prevent teo much
growth from occurring. As soon
as you can plant it, do so.

Q: Can I plant my Easter
1ily outdoora when it has fin-
ished blooming?

A: Yes you can, but wait until
after tho middlo of May to plant
it

Lilies im'nd a well-drained,

or call your County Extension
office in Oskland County at
(248) 868-0880 or in Wayne
County at (313) 833-3417). (See

article on C2 for more informa-

tion.)

Q: I like to shop for peren-
nials and shrubs and buy
them enrly for best selection.

What should I do if it's too |
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pr where the
‘bulbs will be shaded by low-
.growing shrubs, perennials or in
‘the dappled shade of taller treea
. and shrubs,

Keep the bulbs moist before
planting them and be aware that
they should never dry out com-
. plotely. Watoring may bo neces-
sary during dry perioda.

They need s rich soil. If
. drainnge is poor, add sharp or

coarse gravel, or perhaps raise
. the bed . slightly. Work in some

Learn about slugs, shrubs and soil tests

balanced fortilizer. Mulch will
help keep the moisture in the
soil,

Cut the flowers off after bloom
and wait until the foliage ripens
before removing it this fall.

Q: Do you have any sugges.
tions about planting wind.
breaks to cut down heating
costs?

A: If you wish to use shrubs,
don't grow all of the same thing,
The reason is that if a disease
strikes one, it could affect ail of
them and you'll loso them.

A variety of shrubs is best and
will also ndd interest to the bar.
rior. There are many suitable

didates. Do a little 1
before making your selections.
Plant the windbreak, which can
reduce fuel needs by 15 percent
or more, on the west side of the
home to cut down the specd of
freezing, gusting wind.

Q: 'm looking for sced of
black radishes. Help!

A:1 called the American Horti-
cultural Society’s member infor.
mation line.

The regular black radish seeds
are carried by Seed Blum, Idaho
City Stage, Boise, 1D 83706; cat~
alog, $2. Also, Pinetree Garden
Seods, New Gloucoster, ME
04260; phone (207) 826-3400.

Seeds for long black are car-
ried by Nichols Garden Nursery,
1198 Pacific, Albany, OR 87321;
rhone (541) 928-9280; free cata-

0g.

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardener based in Birm. -
ingham. You can leave her a
message by dialing (734) 953-
2047 on a touch-tone phone, then
111, then 3445, Her fax number
is (248) 644-1314.
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You've trusted J&I Roofing with your roofing needs for 14 years,
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& Drywall, Inc.
and Sutton Construction

Commercial and Residential

Spring is just around the corner, are you
thinking about sprucing up your homa?

Think Top of the Line!

o0ors,
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1-800-459-6455 or 1-810-445-6455
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‘Think spring!

home this season.

And. think about all the things you want to do around yout

Then come to the 2001 Spring Home & Garden Show at the Nevi
Expo Center. because that's where it all begtns!
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