. Fish story:

BA(P)

The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 2001

an
Boileau of
Canton
(right)
talks with
enmcee Jim
Kalkopfen
during the
PWT Pro-
Am weigh-

in,

A Drunken Driver TooR
Asfiley Marie Easterbrooks Life.

Join Pepsl, and otfier prominent businesses in
Reeplng fier dreams allve.

ves, Call now,

Fepd Nopteay’

PEPSI 'lﬁn‘!bu
" W

«Funds extrn patrols lo ramove
drunks from Oakland County roads
= Soma sponsorships st available
scramblo

Farmington angler fares well in PWT

Persistence
pays. Just ask
Farmington's
Tom Rossman.

The retired
Chrysler worker
has been fishing
pro-nm walleye
tournaments for
seven years, but
has yet to finish
in the money,
until the recent
Professional
Walleye Trail
tournament held on the Detroit
River, that is.

Rossman was among the 133
amateurs competing in the Bass
Pro Shops Mideast Pro-Am April
4-6 on the Detroit River at Tren-
ton. Upon the conclusion of the
tournament, Rossman had
scratched his seven-year itch by
placing third among amateur
competitors.

“This is my scventh event as
an amateur and the first time
I've finished in the money,"
Rossman said. "My wife has
poured thousands of dollars into,
me and now we ean finally get
some of it back.”

Rogsman placed third with a
threc-day totnl of 15 fish that

weighed 86.97 pounda, He won
$3,600 in prizes for hia effort.

In PWT pro-ams, amateurs are
paired with a different profes-
sional each day. The two fish
together for n five-fish boat limit
and cach angler carries that
total weight into the next day of
competition, The final weight ia
an accumulation of three days of
fishing.

“For an amateur, these tourna-
ments are just phenomenal,”
said Rossman, who spends much
of the summer fishing for

ie. “Theso
guys do this for a living and
every time you go out you learn
something new. I even learned a
diiferent way to hook a minnow.
They don't come off now.”

Rossman wasn't the only
Q&E-area angler to cash in at
the PWT.

Canton's Dan Boileau placed
eighth in the amateur division
with 12 fish that weighed 77.58
pounds. He led the amateur divi-
sion after two days with 10 fish
weighing 66.47 pounds, but he
and his partner managed just
two fish on the final day. Still,
he won $1,300 in prizes for his
finish, .

Plymouth’s Jeff Hestwood won

POTOS BY BiLL PARKER

Nice catch: Jeff Hestwood (left) of Plymouth and

Robert Jones Jr. of Redford hold up walleye catches.

$1,200 in prizes for placing ninth
with 165 fish that weighed 77.24
pounds. Canton's Robert Drabic-
ki won $1,000 in prizes for plac-
ing 11th with 14 fish that
weighed 74.74 pounds and West-
land’s Larry Bateman finished
16th with 14 fish that weighed
72.31 pounds, and won $800
worth of prizes. Oxford’s Jerry
Modders placed 27th with just
10 fish, but a total weight of a
whopping 69.33 pounds and
Farmington Hills angler Craig

Michaels finished 28th with 13
fish totalling 67.85 pounds. Mod-
ders and Michaels won $500 in
prizes each. The top 30 pros and
amateurs all win eash or prizes.

Modders also won the ‘Cool
Under Pressure Award’, worth
8500 in prizes, for advancing the
most places. The firat day he and
his partner didn't weigh a fish
and he stood in 133rd place
entering day two. But a 36.39
pound limit on the sccond day,
and a 32.84 limit on the final
day allowed him to advance 108
places, .

“We had the highest weight on
the second day,” Modders said. “I
was fishing with Kim Papaneau
of Escanaba and I had no idea he
was in first after day one, I
walked up to him and said, ‘Put
mo on them and I'l eatch them.'
We got to tho apot and I put four
six-pounders in the boat in the
first two hours, He frenked.
Later, I ended up getting our big
fish that was 10.65.”

This was Modders' first wall-
eye pro-am.

“I started fishing buss tourna-
ments when I was 16,” Modders
said, I'm born and bred bass, but
I like to fish walleyes in the
spring.”

Redford’s Robert Jones Jr,
placed 11th in the professional
division with a three-day limit of
16 fish that weighed 78.63
pounds. He earned $4,300 for his
efforts,

Jonea was steady throughout
the tournament. He was in 29th
place after the first doy with five
fish weighing 24.03 pounds. On

'thn second day he weighed five

Money winner: Farming-
ton’s Tom Rossman placed
third among amateurs.

more fish that weighed 23.10
pounds. His two-day total of
47.13 moved him up to 28th, On
the final day, paired with Hest-
wood, the two teamed up to
catch five fish that weighed 29.6
pounds as both anglers climbed
further up the Jadder.

Tommy Skarlia, of Walker,
Minn., won the pro division with
a three-day total of five fish that
weighed an impresaive 88.68
pounds. Alvin Lossman, of
Marshfield, Wis., wne the top
amatour with 16 fish that
weighed 90,67 pounda.

The In-Fisherman PWT
returns to Michigan, July 18 -
20, in Sault Ste. Marie. There
are still amatcur spots open.
Call (218) 829-0820 for more
information

(Bill Parker writes o weekly
outdoor column for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers.
Hunters and anglers are urged to
report their success, Questions
and comments are also encour-
aged. Send information to: Bill
Parker, c/o Outdoors, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009.) .
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