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z Embattled Livonia carpet dealer arrested
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A Livonin carpet dealer

FISH & CHIPS accused of burning his cus-
\EE )] nmomn RIVER l tomers by failing to deliver their
534,5550 l (]:ercrs wm: arrested last week by

\ etroit Police,
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vom a complaint in Detroit's
|“ PISCE SHRNP BASKET il 12th precinct, was issued for
John R. McDonald, owner of
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I?' Emh" o —I Livonia Corpet and Tile.

McDonald surrendered him-
self to Detroit Police, according
to Lt. Ben McDermott of the
Livonin Police.

He woa arraigned April 24,
and is free on personal bond,
according to Ruth Corter of the
Wayne County Prosccutor’s

Office

Karen Williams of Detroit,
who hnd ordered carpot from
Livonia Carpet and Tile, filed
the criminal mmplnlnl after sho
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WHO HAS BRACES?

During the 19605, braces cost as moch s anew | paticnts.
car, today, the cost of anthodontic treaiment iy 11 you have besitated to have erthodontic
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fel¢ that the oppoctanily passed you you
weze younger, talk 10 49 orthodontiv. J-xn  loday's
y ions. You may find that treatment today is more
ordable, and thete are choices that sre

undetcetable 1o others. for moce informatioe, call
o1 THE ORTHODONTIC GROUP a1 442-8885.
Located m 19350 Middkebéh, we have a computer

more likety 11 mmm- n Imaging system that belps patients visualize what
m-;uqnhhlylohmlﬂmu] Muichof e end resalt of orthodontic treatmeal may fook
the growth in recent years has been in braces for  Like. Payment lans and 1erms are maitable. Look
‘adults, who now represent a fifth of all orthodontic  for our next artxcle intwo weeks.

THE ORTHODONTIC GROUP
19850 Middlebelt * Livonin » (248) 442-8885
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had exh d all other options.

She hed ordered carpeting for
her first home in November of
2000 from McDonald and it was
nover delivered. Williams even-
tually bought carpet from anoth-
cr company.

Williams said McDonald gave
a myrind of excuses-as to why
the carpet never arrived, from
“hir wife being il1" to “sll his
installers are deer hunting.”

“I just wanted him arrested,”
she said. “I am relieved he has
turned himself in.”

Willinms said, “My heart goes
out to the other people he hurt.”

McDonald was arraigned on a
single charge of larceny by con-
version over $1,000, a folony
which carries a five yeor maxi-
mum sentence.

Livonia polico aaid they will
begin taking rcports from citi-
zens baued the number of cxvil

laints t AL
Carpet nnd Tile.

“We will take complainta on o
caac-by-cnse basis and forward
them to the prosecutor’s office,”
McDermott said.

Court records in Livonia show
that 29 civil complaints ngainst
the business were filed by resf-
dents or companies from Ply-
mouth, Canton, Garden City,
Redford, Weatland, Livonia,
Fnrmmxton Hills, West Bloum-
field and Birmingham.

Patty Ziomek of Livonin said
she ia owed $700 by the compa-

ny. She ordored a Mannington
vinyl kitchen floor last October.

Rats from page Al

“I think he nceds to serve
some time for ripping off every.
one, and that overyune should
gv:t their money back,” she said.

It makes me very happy that
he wu arvested.” Ziomek said.
Diane Kilgore of Garden City
is another customer that never
rc].-;elvcd her carpet from McDon-
ai

She grew tired of his excuses
and tock him court. “One time
he said he missed a court
appearance bocnunn his girl-
friend had a seizure in the park-
ing lot,” Kilgore said. “I don't
know how ho gets away with
this - he is a complete jerk.”

She said she had tricd earlier
to file a complaint with police,
nn]y to be told it was a civil mat.

"It'a elderly people and single
moms ~ people that work hard
for their money that he is mk.ing
advantage of - it's a shame,” Kil-

tho area to check it out. Twenty-
five homes nnd businesses were
contacted, Whinnery aaid. He
also talked to a party store
owner and the Jesus Center.

Resident Barbara Mueclrath
called the city to complain. She
said a rat came into her home
after chowing through the panel-
ing underneath her house.

“My son killed the rat,” she
said.

Residents within 360 feet of

the affected aven were notified, .

“They won't tell us whero this is
coming from,” Muelrath said.”

Whinnery said the city found
a burrow in an erea adjacent to
Muelrath's property. Her proper-
ty ia not considered a source, he
strossed,

“There is not n rat problem,”
Whinnery said. “But we don’t
want it to spread.”

Code enforcement is donoon o
daily basis, he added,

In the meantime, the city
offers tips to prevent rata,

They ave:

M Seal up access points.

B Usc heavy-gauge construc.
tion materials,

Hoax pom e

gore said. “I'm glad he was
arreated.”
B Get bird fozdors and

garbage off the ground, Store
trash in containers with tight

wIr possible, feed pets inside
the house. Don’t keep pet food
outside overnight.
B Cut tall weeds and grasses,
Look for nesting pointa,
Some people feel cgmfortnbln
Inating rats 3

Others prefer to call n pest con-
trol company, Whinnery said.
For information, call Hills zon.
ing at (248) 473.-9626 or the
county at (248) 424.7191.

bomb threat to the achool on his
cellular phone.

The department is investigat-
ing whether or not the men can
be charged with any misde-
meanors and are secking restitu-
tion of costa. Dwyer said the eati-
mated cost of reaponding to the
911 call was about $3,000 and
involved 12 police officers work-
ing over a roughly five-hour peri-

could face,

The two men invelved have
reportedly threatened the
woman for reporting the incident
to police, according to Dwyer.

Hills detectives are continuing
to investigate, They will pass
along their reports to the city
attorney, who will give a legal
opinion on what charges the men

“We're completing our paper-
work and still conducting inter-
views," said Chuck Nebus, assis-
tant polico chief. Detectives are
reviewing a tape of the 911 call
the woman made and have re-
interviewed hor.

Possible charges the men could
face might includo annoying con-
duct and mu\na of o telephone.

Both women said thoy planned
to file reporta with the Livonia
Police Departmont.
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NORTHWOOD DEAN'S
Kristina M. Kerrigan from
Farmington, and Edw: Azar
from Fnrmlngton Hille, have
earned a spot on the dean's list
for the winter term at Northwood
University. )
JOHNSON & WALES DEAN'S

Alison Barney of Farmington
Hills has been named to the
doan’s list at Johnson & Walea
University for the winter term.
She is majoring in Fashion Mer-

andising.

East spring
production
closes Monday

Students at East Middle
School will present the final per-
formance of their apring produc.
tion, “Once on This Island,
Junior” 7:30 p.m. Monday, April

30,

According to director and the-
ater arta teacher Catherine Cor-
dle, the play tells the story of
two groups of people — rich and
poor - living on an island. A boy
from the rich group falls in love
with e girl from the poor group,
and while they can't be together,
they find a solution for futum
gonerations.

The Broadway play is part of
the “Broadway, Junior”™ collec-
tion.

For more information, call the
school, 489-3601,

Sue Buck covers
Farmington
Schools and the
City of Farming-
ton. Call her
with news tips at
(248)-477-5450.
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