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Auto exchange

Local dealers make moves

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM

BTAYY WRITKR

baeedham@oce.homecomm.net
‘Two competing Farmington

Hills auto donlnﬂhlps, cause

Oldsmobile, Buick, Suzuki,
odge and Toyota, Oldsmobila
is nxpected to be phased out by
next y
“(Aoqumng Blll Cook) helpa

undergone ownership changes.
President Bob Sellers officially
became a partial owner in
Decembor and turned over 16
percent to Sam Slaughter, vice
and general manag-

of recent t
have something in common
besides their respective apots
along Grand River.

One dealership has n new
owner, und auothor divided its

tiu at thia level und helps ua
stay in the GM family,” Cav-
ora said, “We had a lucky
opportunity to acquire a Buick
[mnchlse ‘We see great things
‘m' with the B\uck

two peo-

Pt Cook Buick, 37911
Grand River, was b bought out

franchise,

Buxck‘s plnns to introduce n
sport- -utility vehiele, the Buick
was another sell-

for an price in
mid-April by Bob Snlu Motor
Mall, 36300 Grand River. Bill
Cook Buick has been renamed
Bob Saks,

“We have acquired the Buick
franchise,” said Stove Cavera,
new car manager with Bob
Snks, which has been in Farm-
ington Hills 37 yoars, “We did-
n't acquire the rest of the fran.

_chises.”

Buick was a desirable name
for Bob Saks during the acqui-
sition process. Bob Saks sells

ing point in ‘the deal, he said.

Bob Saks sold 1,000 new
cars and more than I.DDO used
cars last year, Cavera safd.

Crain's Dotroit Busineas
reported in its April 23 edition
that Bill Cook plans to sell its
six remnining franchises to the
Troy-based Suburban Collec-
tion, which runs 10 dealer-
ships in metro Detrolt and 17
in Michigan,

Bob Snka neighbor, Bob
Sellers Pontinc GMC, has also

Sallorn anid the deal will
allow him to have more spare
time,

“This will give me a chance

‘to enjoy the rest of my life,”

Sellers said, adding that he
recontly turned 66. “I'm still
working but I plan to spend a
little time out of town travel-
ing.”

New co-owner Sam Slaugh-
ter said, “We're excited about
continuing the great reputa-
twn that the Sellers name

Boh Sellers opened the deal.
erahip in 1872 in Redford. In
1978, he moved it to its pre-
sent site on 38000 Grand
River.

Last year Bob Sellora soid
3,200 now vehiclea and about
800 used ones,

HomeTown Digital, UM-Dearborn
will cooperate on Internet projects

HomeTownDigital.com and
the University of Michigan -
Denrhnrn hnvo ostuhhahcd 8

to explor? and dovu]up !hu

Internet startup.
HomeTownDigital.com is a
wholly owned subsidiary of
HomeTown Communications
Network, parent of thiz

ing with UM.Dearborn,” said
HomeTown Chairman Phil
Power. “The campus is exactly
the kind of results-oriented,
down-to-earth place we like to
work with, but it's also of
extraordinarily high quality.
‘We hopo both faculty and atu.
dents will welcome thd chance to
get | in on the ground floor of an

-based startup

It was blist

to be n platform for Internet-
based applications brought forth
by the company’a community
newspapers and “yetlow pages”

. telephone directories. Home-

Town publishes more than 70
commum'zy nowspapers, includ-
ing the Observer & Eccentric
gmup. nnd nearly 30 wlephone

ir all in and

Dave Morin, vice president of
technelogy for HomeTown and
himself a UM-D graduate, point-
ed out that the partnership

infrastructure, dntabase, archi-
tecture and security) and jour-
nalism (content management,
editing and writing).

Morin said HomeTownDigi-
tal.com has three current coop-
erative employce openings: web
designer, web programmer and
marketing analyst. The web
designer position will assiat in
the creation of www,hometown.
life.com (http/fwww. hometown-
life.com) by building pages of
news content, communities, claa-
sified advertising and a market-
place. The web programmer will

would be a vehicle for
and faculty to actively partici-
pate in the launch and growth of
an Internet startup company.

He pointed to Fppurtuniﬁes in

build datab driven pages for
tho site, including construction
of databases and the creation of
pages that can dynamically
query and present data from the
‘The marketing posi-

. the upper Midwest.,

>

“We are delighted to be work-

marketing, sales and‘plnnninx),
technology (pregramming,

tion will work on product devel-
opment and promotion.

The Estute of Captain’ lene Mermill

*i’s nok caxy to part with a lifetime of tieasyre, but IU's time™ says the dauhter of Mrs. Clara Merill, wife of Captain
‘Wayne Merrill. This amazing collection of furniture, ant and collectibles shall be offered at auction at:

Next to Midtown Cafe. Entrance off Old Woodward
in DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM between
Maple Rd and the B’ham Theatre.

in observance of Kentucky Derby, we will have a brief evening auction Friday
evening. All items will be avallable for preview Fri. throughout the evening
sesslon and allday Saturday, even during the auction. We will auction by

request, not by catalog.

Friday, May 4th preview at 5:30pm, auction at 7:00pm
Saturday, May 5th preview 9530am, auction 10:00am
Saturday, second session at 2:00pm
Sunday, May 6th preview 1:30pm auction to follow

que pieces include old vegetable dyed carpets and rugs,
lovnly tnpsstly French server and heavily carved cabinet. Brand new decorator
chalrs. A . English y and other excellent rosewood fumiture,
Campaign desk. Formal Chippendale dining table and chairs. Nice solid mahagony
dining table cranks out to 14 feet. Pretty Louis IV replica side tables, Dutch marquetry
comer cabinet and writing desk—to die for! Silk and wool Tabrise. Chairs. Fireplace
mantie. Queen beds., Garden accessories. Original art, Daumier prints and Dali
litho. Nice decorative oil paintings. Johnson Bros, 'Mlll Slream dinnerware. Fine
things lnd fun mlnos The home Is already soid. B For info call

404-074—2570. ¥
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