i Ayear ago, Barb Case was on her way to
‘Washington, D.C,, to take part in tho Million
Mom March, perhaps the largest rally in the his-
tory of the Mall in that illustrious town.

+ When it was over, Case hoped the group could
gu:dmm its momentum. She needn’t have wor-

+ Case is a Plymouth Township resident and one
f the driving forces behind the Million Mom
urch movcmont for more mnmble gun Iawu.
She has hed tho g
i

grow from cight
members in the
Western Metro
Detroit chapter to
more than 180,
and to see 11
chapters form
acroas Michigan
and some 260
nationwide,

“It’s been kind
of a sense of
empowerment,
personally, for
me,” said Case. *]

feel like I'm hav.

Brad Kadrich ing an effect,
R The people 've

H met have been
incredibly bright men and women who have got-
ten involved. You can just sit back and moan, but
it's nice to know you can have an effect.”

Despite the 88 percent signature validation, can-
vassers gplit, 2-2 along party lines, and declined
to certily it for election, opting to let the Court of
Appenls hash it out.

Like any group on cither side of a political
issue, particularly one this hot, the MMM has
gotten strong political support from (mosatly
Democrat) nllies, and stern (mostly Republican)
objection and rejection from others. U.S. Sens,
Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow, who was in the
House of Representatives when the MMM start-
ed tast year, have becn ardent supporters.
According to Case, state Rep, Pan Godchaux, a
Republican from Bin-ninghum who voted against
the COW legislation, is an avid supporter.

Not all quarters give MMM the same credit,
however. State Sen. Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livo-

OTHER OPINIONS

Despite opposition, Million
Mom March groups forge on

Mike Malott

Should those who brenk the law be allowed to
maks laws that the rest of us are expected to fol-

ow?
1f you find that idea offensive, a8 da 1, you've
got a lot of good in the Senate

(F)A21

Jaye hearings hold
political liability for
McCotter, senate

because of his advocacy of these issues, is that
gmng to help me to splinter my conservative base
in the next upcoming primary? How does that
help lnn? ... Do you think Carl Puneu (furmer

lheso dnyn‘
to state Sen. Thadd M::Cotwr R-

nin, has been one of the most voeal of
the CCW legislation, which naturally puu him at
odds with MMM. Unfortunately, we couldn’t
reach Sen. McCotter for comment, which should
come a8 no surprise to Case, who said the MMM
has potten that kind of response from a lot of
politicians,

“It's frustrating when you' ’re ahouting and feel
like no one is listening,” Case said. *It's frustrat-
ing when you contact legislatora and it'a like hit-
tmg a brick wall, We've spent a lot of time talk-
ing to aides.”

Despite the opposition, the group charges on.
Last weekend, it marked the anniversary of the
march, which drew 750,000 “mothers and others”
to the Mnll in Wnnhmgwn. D.C. There was no

Arguments ean be made about how effe
the MMM has been, but it's a group that would
be pretty tough to ignore. They've staged massive
rallies at the capitol. They've held parades nnd
other events to draw attention to their cause.

On Tuesday, they won a small battle in the
war they're waging on tho state legislature,
which in a lame-duck sesaion lnst year passed
concealed weapons legislation the MMM thinks
is dangerous. In conjunction with another grass-
roots group, People Who Care About Kids, the
MMM helped anng 260,000 signatures in an

effort to put a referendum on the CCW law on

the ballot. The Board of Elections certified 88
percent of the signatures, but the Board of Can-
vassers Tuesday vali the petition.

Unfortunately from the MMM's polnt ufvww.
that doesn't ily menn the
will hit the ballot. In what Case calls a blatant
attempt to avoid a vote of the people, legislators
tacked an appropriation to the law, making it
immune to referendum. The issuc is currently in
court, and Cnse expects it to go to the state
Supreme Court before it's over.

“The Court of Appeals has until June 1, and we

expect a decizion in our favor,” snid Case. “But
eyon if It does, the other side isn’t going to stop
there. This is going to the Supremo Court, no
question about it.”

And the Board of Canvassers was no help.
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Coms Join the 1000’s in Michigan who have made TORO Super
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such d ration this year, with the MMM
opting instead to concentrato on amaller, more
local observances, including services at a Baptist
church in Ferndale and a Catholic church in
Grosse Pointe Park, along with a candelight vigil
in Novi. .

Money has been a problem all along — “We
have lots of plans and idens, but they all take
cash,” Case says — but the group plugs along .
anywny. A large part of the focus this year will
be raising money. And while the group looks for-
ward, it doean’t hurt to revel in what it has
accomplished. Case points out that there are now
about 260 chnpters nationwide, and marches
were conducted at copitols in 38 states over the
last year.

“I think the fact we can hook up with People
‘Who Carc About Kids and pull in 60,000 signa-

tures shows we can be a major player,” Case said.

“We're not going anywhere.”

If you had nsked Case 18 months ago whether
she could help change the world, she probably
waould have shrugged and wondered the same
thing.

Eighteen months later, she knows.

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the
Piymouth Observer. Cantact him at (734)
459.2700, or by e-mail at bkadrich@oe.home
comm.net,
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Livonin, lhau the hune quenhnn at i issuc in the

fros
would have advised me to do t,lua 11'1 wanted to

of Sen.
David Jnya, R-Wuhmgton Tawnahnp
Charges may have been dropped Monday in
Florida that the senator hit his fiancee there in
Apri), but there remains a l:umy of nllugnumu
ngninst the conservative R

The state constitution clearly gives
the senate the power to police its
. own membership.

Among them ia another domestic violence inci-
dent in Bay County from last November in which
the charge is atill pending. Witnesses have told
the senate committee they saw Jaye strike his
fiancee in that case.

Of course, Jaye also has several drunk driving
convictions on his record. Now add to that allega-
tions of verbal abuse of senate staffers and the
charge he kept copies of photographs of hia
fiancece topless on his state-owned computer.

In Macomb County, the prosecutor still plans to
take Jaye to task for vmlnlmg)m pm\munn asa
result of the Florida incident. And

get to Congress?”
One of Jaye's most frequent complaints has
been that the committee won't let him produce
character witnesses, people who could testify as
to how hard he has worked for his district. And
McCotter has been the toughest on the issue.
He repeatedly cited committee rules that
require any testimony to be relevant. Jaye con-
wnds that how well he represents his district ia

T

convinced Jaye did indeed abuse his fiancee (n
that incident, despite the dropping of the charge
there, 8o they are saying they will keep the alle-
gation in their resolution for expulsion.

But if Joye is under siege, he certainly has not
hesitated to return fire, And many of hia shots
have been nimnd directly at his Republican broth-
er who is the select exam-
ining his qualifications to hold office — Sen,
McCotter.

According to Jaye and his nltomcys, McCotter
is violating Jaye's right to due process, and even
the American Civi! Liberties Union has joined in
with that allegation. MeCotter haa a hidden agen-
da, a political agenda, according to Jaye's repre-
sentatives, The senate wants to get rid of Jaye
because of his ataunchly conservative views, 8o
the counter-charges go.

“I have no animus against Jaye. I agree with
him on all the fundamental conservative issues,
‘This is not about his political agenda,” McCotter
insisted. “Let me nsk you thia, He's a recognized
conservative, We share conservative issues — pro-
life, pro-second amendment, anti-affirmative
action, blah, blah, blah. If | were to run in a pri-
mary, and he has admirers throughout the state
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McCotter d 2

“That would be like Jetting n defendantina ¢’
bank robbery case produce character witnesses,”
McCotter explained. “He may be a very nice guy
when he isn't robbing banks, but it has nothing to.
do with the incident.”

Jaye, of course, has threatened to sue if the sen-
ate votes to oust him. That may happen, McCot-
ter said, but it is unlikely to get very far. The
state constitution clearly gives the senate the
power to police its own membership, he said. And
separation of powers is likely to keep the courts
from intervening.

But even if senators do decide to remove Jaye, ,
that is not a plus for anyone in the legislature’s
upper chamber. There won't be any congratula-
tions or slaps on the back, McCotter insisted. |

“If you think about it, this is an ndmnsuon of o
failure that we couldn’t control him,” h
explained. “It's not, ‘We hate David." Wn would be
the first senate in 164 years not to be able to pre-
vent it coming to this.”

Mike Malott reports on the local implications
of state and regional events. He can

reached by phone at (248) 634-8218 or by ¢~
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net
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