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You know by its title, Tongue,
Tongued, thot a poetry reading
Friday in Southficld's Millenni-
um Theatre is no run-of-the mill,
coffee-house style aiTair.

First there's the venue ~ a
1,028-seat theater — hardly the
intimate setting for poetry por-
formance,

Then the guest artists, The
Last Pocts, are known in poetry
circles as the fathers of hip hap
and rap,

And finally, the main attrac.
tion, Semaj.

The Detroit woman fuses her
lyrical verse to the strains of
classical, jozz and funk music
played by her back-up band and
directed by composer and saxo-
phonist, Farug 2. Bey. Her dance
director, Kimerli Boyd, enhances
spoken word through movement,

Music, dance and spoken word
combine into a multi-media per-
formance that transcends gen-
der, racial and class lines,

“The band is there like the
water for the boat and the poetry
is the bont,” Semaj explains. “It
carrics the words.”

And the dance?

“This {8 another metaphor of
the river. You have to have a
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shore. There's aand over her and
rocks over there. That's what the
dance is. It frames the work.”
Semnj will add a bagpipe to
her six-person band consisting of
guitar, bass, and various drums
for the performance on Friday,

“It's what I hear,” she saya,
describing why she added Scot-
tish pipes for two of her poems.
“The firat picce is North Ameri-
can rhythm with bogpipe. The
last piece is the finale, Everyone
will join in, We should have
some porcussion — bean bngs
and chimes — for the audience
so0 that ull can be a part of this
energy.

Energetic atmosphere

“This is about creating an
atmosphere of energy that's
transforming for the band and
the audience. This isn't televi-
sion. They (audience) should
expect to be engaged...they are
catapulted into the energy of
what is happening.*

It's not enough for Semaj sim-
ply to recite her poetry,
described by some as “molten
and fiery.”

“I had to have music with it. I
hear sounds with it. I come from
an orchestra background.”

Semaj grew up in a musienl
household with a mother who

Last Poets join Semaj at t

Posts.
When: 8 p.m., Friday

Tongue, Tongued
‘What: A multimedia presentation of spoken word, music and dance
woven together by Detroit poet Semaj and guest artists, The Last

Where: Millennlum Theatre, 15600 J.L. Hudson Drlve, west of
Greenficld and south of Nine Mile in Southfield.

$20 st the
master outlets or by calling Ticketmaster at (313) 645-6666.

Theatre and all Ticket:

played pinno and a sister who
played flute. .

“1 really thank my mom. I
played piano growing up, We all
played.”

Semaj also played violin until
it became “jenlous” of her other
activitics, demanding and con-
suming her time.

“If I wanted to play I'd have to
put in many hours of practice. I
couldn't do that with my teach-
ing, family and writing.”

With an undergraduate degree
in biology, Semnj taught school
in Detroit for aeveral years
before becoming a principal at a
religious academy,

Sho started writing verse as a
child, but switched to education-
al proposals while working as a
school administrator.

“I was writing {(creatively) and
then I stopped. I started writing
grants. But Willic Williams of
Brondside Press kept after me.”

With his encouragement, she
penned enough verse for a book,
The Dancing Shocs on Fire Book
of Poetry and released a CD,
Tongue, Tongued last year,
Turning point

When her daughter, Robyn,
died after a long illneas last
summer, Semaj decided to quit
her principal’s position and turn
to full-time writing. The Millen-
nium show is her first major con-
cert gince her daughter’s death.
It will include student readings
from the Little Robyn Poetry
Contest, held in her doughter's
memory.

“I've done some (educational)
consulting, but right now I'm
working as an artist, doing cre-
ative things and healing. I'm
going to London this summer to
do some work, some poetry.

“TI'd like to tour in Europe. But
I do love the people here,” Semaj
says. “Initially 1 thought my
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Air

10,000hz Legend

Release date: Moy 29

Cosmopolitan French duo Air
has the ability to sound like a

ind-meld of 60s caay listeni
708 AM radio and Martian eleva-
tor music from an 80s sci-fi Utopin
movie. All this sometimes happens
in the same song and nlso man-
ages to sound remarkably freah.

Crafted with technology and the
coal detachment only the French
scem to muster, 10,000hz Legend
(named for the frequency which
will allegedly couse listeners to
evacunto their bowels) still man-
ages to sound warm and human
inside and out.

Nicolas Godin and Jean Benoit

Dunckel, the sonic-chemists
responsiblo for Air, came out of the
gate wanting to reinvent the
future of music as if it was 1909
again with their first album, AMoon
Safari. And they show no signs of
stopping. Legend features gor-
geous analog soundscapes, a love
song sung by what sounds like o
robot, a country number called
Wonder Milky Bitch and don't for-
get the Beck cameo.

Setting the bar for the global
network of Retro-Futurists (what-
ever that means), Air moy be the
last band capable of moking us
rothink the way we hear music.

Listen up!

— Richard S. Hansen

The Gorillaz

The Gorillaz

Almost everyone with a passing
interest in music has been
invelved In o basement jom ses-
sion, What's the difforence
between you and Damon Atbarn
(front-man for the late, lamented.
Blur)? Albarn has been *jamming”™
in @ real studio with Dan “The
Automator” Nakamura and their
stoned-out, off the cufl, beat-ori-
ented songs are being released on
a major label - already yielded a
European hit. Did 1 mention that
in press packs and on videos there
aro actually animated gorillas?

Thing is, Albarn's tossed off
melodies still hook circles around

his pap contempararics. Especially
when combined with The Automa-
tor’s beats. Building on the acaf-
folding these two create, the record
is full of guest appearances includ-
ing Del tha Funky Homosnpien,
Miho Hatori of Cibo Matto and
even lbrahim Ferrer, If it sounds
like a mess, then you're right, but
it's tho catchiest, sugarcoated
mélange of Brit-pop and Hip-hop
you could possible imagine.

The whole affair (and this may
speak to it's lnsting playability) is
a lot more fun il you forget the
band's pedigree and pretend
they're actually cartoon monkeys.
Trust me, brillinnt summer tunes
either way,

— Richard S. Hansen

he Millénnium Theatre

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to open, Friday, Moy 18
i FEVERE (0 0 lite-anadeath circom
stance, a femalo Chicage police officar
ond lost sout nnmed Catch foll In love,
While uncovering the truth about Catch,
she Is forced to deaf with tho secrets of
her own past. Stars Jennifer Lopez, Jim

Coviezel and Sonla Braga,

THE LUZHIN DEFENCE

Based an the novet by Viadimis
Nabokov, this story centers on Alexan.
der Luzhin, 2 worldly choss genlus who
falls In love with a glamotous ptistocrat,
and abruptly proposes to her after bately

Don’t miss your

Playing until
Call (313)

NI

e over

a swashbuckling sex romp filled with
adventure and romance

HiLeeErrRY THEATRE

Stnoiprrions Now ox Sur1or N

last chance to sec

May 19th only
577-2972!
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Experience a public school
where arts and academics
meet in perfect harmony.

The new Arts Academy in the Woods ¢an help nurture and
develop your child's talents through Dance, Music, Theatze,
Visual and Technica! Arts, The Academy is open to

all students entering the 9th grade in the

+ fall of 2001, Hurry! Registration
- must be in by May 25, 2001.
7 -
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Your child will Gencfit front a solid academic curriculim while taking
pant in an extensive arts program. Chartered by the Macomb
Intermediate School District, owr doors are opent and tuition fre.

today. To find out mor about the
%!

., visit us at ar

.0rg.

12900 Frazho Warten, M1 48089 2022
810/427-4569 Fax: 810/427-4570
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getting acquainted. Starring Jonn Turtur-
ro. Emily Wotson, Geraldine Jomes and

Stuart Witson.
SHREK

@ STy COALCTS On 0N OR/0 NBMGH
Shrek, whose swamp is overrun by
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oannoying fairytale creatures. In an
attempt 10 save his home, Shrek sets
out to confront Lord Farquaad, ruter of
Duloc, who hes banished ol the farrytale
misfits from Ouloc in order to create his.
own perfect woitd. Vocal talent includes.
Mika Myers, Eadio Murphy, John Lith
gow. Linda Hunt and Cameron Diaz,
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Guest
artlst:
Sernaj
fuses her-
lyrical
verse to
the
strains of
classical,
Jazzand
funk
music
played
by her
back-up
band
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are huge supportera. The chal-.
lenge is getting it out to them.™

Shell have CDs and books for.
sale at the show. ;

market might be in the universi-
ty area, the arts intelligencia.
But I found out that people who
bowl and look at TV love it. They

“June 26 - 8pm
On Sale Now

Tickets on sale now at PHIITIEl -+, The Patace Bon Oftiice
and UChoT1HIasTr , Chargs at (248} 0435.6666. §
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“TWO THUMBS UPY

TIKE A RO ANS T AV

“JENNIFER LOPEZ ISTERRIFIC.
SHE'S §O MAGNETIC YOU CAN'T TAKE YOUR EYES OFF HER.”

el REY U

“AMOVING “EXPLOMVE
LOVE STC&:; CHEMISTRY.
and suspen Lopez s s
drama” ™, and charming.
famtam b @ Cavierd is awoname.”
spsiy | OO e
between Caviered
andlopar “BEAUTTELL
in Angel Eyes. N - ANDINTRIGUING.
Great chemistry: Jennifez Lope:
RO -~ i
A GREAT farmine”
LOVE STORY peromas

JENNIFER LOPEZ

ANGEL EYES
L o S A

STARTS FRIDAY!
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