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rab your pick-axe, shovels, trowels and
1 Gglnvcm It's time to plant.

But before you dig in and plant flowers and
! vegetables, yau nced to examine tho most impor.
tant component of gardening: your soil, .

"Test your soil this spring and compost all year
long to provide a healthy eavironment for your
plants, recommend master gardeners Sandy
Kramer and Lynda Bryant-Loibrock.

“Soil testing §s the most important thing gar.
deners can do,” said Sandy Kramer of Redford.
“And adding compost will improve any soil. It's
such a tremendous benefit for the soil”

Kramer also works for the Wayno County Soil
Conscrvation District, which supplies soil testing
kits for Wayne County homeownera. The cost is
$12. WVayne County residents can call the dis-
trict's Livonin office at (734) 526-3461.

s
Passing the test ‘

Tests help indicate which nutrienta may bo
lacking, such as nitrogen, phosphorous and
potasaium, and will reflect pH lovels.

“That (pH) level is somothing that homeownora
probably do not know,” Kramer said. Once home-
awners know this level, they can balance fertiliz-
er doses.

Compost helps maintain balance and nutrients
in the soil. Homeowners may not realize what
garden treasures they are raking or mowing in
their yard or grinding in the garbage disposal,
Composting is an efficient recycler, -

“It improves the soil structure, slows erosion,
benefits the soil and reduces trash and yard
waste, while improving the yields of fruits and
vegetables,” Bryant:Leibrock said.

When compost has complotely broken down, it
turns into a stable, nutrient-rich maoterial called
humus, a slowly degradable organic matter rich
in nitrogen, which acts as a slow-release fertiliz-
er.

gooa'g for potting soil.

How to compost

Start with a compost bin and grass clippings
and shredded leaves, with a mix of two parts
{brown) leaves and one part (green) grass. Add
fruit and vegetable acraps from the kitchen and
straw. Bryant-Leibrock freczes fruits and vegota-
blea 8o thoy soten when thawed, making it easi-
cor for worms in the compost pila to eat,

Generally composting takes two to
threo weeka, but the process depends
on how frequently the bin is turned,
All compost “is compoat,” but the mix

ll proportions varios the time whon it
¥ will be ready for your garden,
Kramer said,

Temperatures from a proparly
decomposing pile can reach 150-160*
F. To check it for heat, place your, .,
hand oyer tie P& Once thé plle
cools, turn it. .

Make sure the decomposing mate-
rial stays moist. “If it does dry out,

N all microbinl activity will stop*
‘Kramer said,
Compost as much or as frequently

a8 you'd like. A 50-60 percent mix

with soil “is great, and even o 25-per-

cent mix is good,” Kramer said.
Homeawners with no leaves can

use shredded newspapers, straw and

dried grass clippings in place of the
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Spreading it around: Lynda Bryant-Leibrock (left)
and Sandy Kramer shovel out the compost.

The good earth: Finished compost was sifted to give this clean, rich compost

with a little compost'at thi

TOIL, TILL AND TEND YOUR GARDEN

Composting will boot

BTATY PHOTOS HY RRTAN MITCHILL

leaves, “Tho beat way for beginners is to layer
{leaves and grass),” Kramer said, §

Some gard worry that noighbors will com.
plain about the compost amell. “If thoy mix the
proper amounts of green and brown together, and
kecep it acrated, it will not stink,” Kramer said.

Compost bins must ba kept in the shade, but
gardeners must not place any compost pilo near
trees because the tree roots will start growing
toward the ground’s surface. Compost piles
should not be placed next to a wooded structure,
like o garage, Compost will eat through wood,
Kramer said.

“It's better to do in a compost bin,” Kramer
said. “It's neater, it’s faster and it's not unsightly.
For beginners, it's ensier to start with a bin.”

Try this for starters
n process can be enhanced
'at thobég By “Ita ke
the baseball ficld in that movie (Fizeld of
Dreams).” Bryant-Leibrock said. “If you build ity
they (those composting organisms) will come.”
Gardeners also con stecp the compost in a
bucket with water for two days, Use this campast
tea on house plants, said Bryant-Leibrock. Gar-
deners should be careful with scedlings as com-
post can burn new plants if the compost is atill
decomposing,
When compost decomposes, the mix can make
humans and animals ill if it is accidentally

turally

ingested. “Always wear gloves when working
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with it,” Bryant-Leibrock said. Keep children and
pets away from it. No ment scraps or bones
should be placed in compost bin, nor oils or cat or
dog manure.

Homeowners who don’t compost but have test-
ed their soil and need to adjust the mix can
tweak it, using a few “mini-composting” tips.
Tips

Eggahells add calcium to gardens. Coffee .
grounds contain nitrogen and can acidify the soil
(great for roses) while the coffee filter adds carbon.

If you do fertilize, use organic fertilizers and
slow release fertilizers (6-5-5 or 5-10-5) before
planting,

Clay sofl is difficult to work with, and a prob-
lem some first-time gardeners face,

“Every time you till it, you just mnke the parti-
clea smaller,” Kramer said. That makes the clay
pack more readily and renders it even more diffi-
cult to work with.

“And if you mix sand in it, you make cement,” -
Kramer said. *Clay seil .
has the smallest particles
and it packs so tight.”

Use a pitchfork and just
turn the soil and compost
in, Kramer said.

Homeowners shouldn't
worry too much about get-
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Your Compost Plle
What to add
W Grass clippings
]

aves
M Vegetnblos and fruit
8

W Hay
M Pins noedles

ting the composting mix | ™ Wood ashes
right the {irst time.
“Compost will happen, What to avold

Even if you mix propor- :g,‘;’,{,‘?’“’“‘"

tions unevenly, it will W Cooked food
decompose eventually,” B Dog or cat manure
Kramer said. W Weeds with seads

M Coal and charcosl

Accent is on artistry for

BY MARY KLEMIC “The garden haa become an
STAFY WRITER actuanl living space,” said
mklemlc@oo.homecomm.net Robin Blitchok, who with her

‘When it comes to your lawn and garden, the
great outdoors is a grent place for nrtistic
accents.

From slender stakes that help support vines
and stems, to fantastic fountains, a wide rangs
of outdoor accessorics is available for any size
yard and for any personal taste. Picces can
come off a showroom floor or be custom made.

husband, Marvin, is owner
oand designor of the family's
business, Marvin’s Garden in Fen-
ton, “People can look ot it as n living
room.”

“Even condos hava little courtyards,”
said Mike Biondo, owner of Décor Stat-
uette Inc,, 43766 Mound in Sterling
Heighta.

the garden

art.

At first designing and mak-

ing the pieces from a homo
workshop, they participated in
the Onkland County Farmers
Market and eventually started the
business. Today sons Sean, Jamin and Isnac
also work at the shep.

Custom-made arbors dnd gates (both cor-
ner and entrance gates) are tho most popu.
lar items, Robin Blitchok anid. Favorite
designs includo a twig pattern on an arbor,

Classlc In its 36 years of business, Décor & sunburst on o gate, and such Michigan
look: New Stutuot:ln has scen many changes oriented forn‘u as a heron, .
in outdoor accossories. New “A gate is a unique way of snying
;Ie;:mology molds and technology have ‘Coma in to this private. little room,” "
-enhanced anhnnc}ed both familiar and Robin said,
fl new styles. havi .
the look of “The pieces have becoms better fmsmn?ml:: ';i:“- ;Xﬁgnozxﬂ,m:ﬁ
outdoor detailed,” Blondo said. “There's a larger  working from there. .
accessories, varioty of items. “Stick with the style of your homo. To me, :
such as this . Fountalns, wind chimes (all sizes), simple is better” - -
‘fountain balustrades and angel statuca are popular  Garden stakes can take many shapes. The N
today, he said. As an example of the of W. 3
and ¢ P Home Acceasory Warchouse, 1017 W. Maple in R
birdbath at improved detail work, the wings on an  Walled Lake, features iron stakes topped with
. ungel statuc appear so feathery that you 5 handmade with
ht, both colorful flower forms. Thoy are
;;gm’Dgcnr “m‘gm;:‘:‘:e:‘g“}l‘?:in, Garden;’ ‘recyclod mnterlalal.h-uch as lzd\lc:mtu. picket
8 Ga i i .
gtal;zette in 12!2;72]‘Fenmnaulmn ylndurq !%o Mng'in haa r‘?:&:?:i?:&:’ ntmEl;r;l?:h ‘aaﬁ;::u are Accent O? Bm"?d?_,' ‘t’goitrz;g‘;ograua
terli) Bl o background in welding from General 5 ials, kits ak are popular garden X
Heigh’tli | Motors. Robin alwaya liked gatdening and lanterns, sundials, and to make your own . ctomers at Marvin's Garden in

mosaic stepping stones.
. Fenton.
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bloom.

Mass varlety
This beautiful gartden

- appeals to everyone with all
its variety of flowers in

Gardening, Page 4

Tooling around

Nail down these carpentry
ghortcuts and information about
hammers and nails in Ask Dad.

See Home Work, Page 5

recognized 43 students
recently for their myriad vol-
unteer efforts

HomeTown Life, Page 7

Volunteers honored:

Farmington Youth Assistance

Ken Abramczyk. Editor, 734-953.21
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