-

D2(F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, MAY 17, 2001

HY C.J, RISAK
AFF \WRITER
cjrlmmoe homecomm.not

Sure, four is the key number

in a best-of-scven playoff series.
Win four games, you win tho
title.
. But two — that proved pretty
significant as well in the Ply-
mouth Whalers-vs.-Ottawa 67's
series, with the Ontario Hockey
Lengue championship at stake.

. The 67's pulied off the upset,
dnpmnng the title with a 2-1 win
Fuesday in front of a crowd of
9,029 at Ottawa's Civic Arena.
’fhny won the series, four games
{o two.
¢ The win allows Ottawa to
advance to the Memorial Cup, a
tournament featuring the cham-
plons of the other two Canadinn
Junior hockey leagues and the
host city’s team. The Cup begins
Saturday in Regina,
Sanskntchewan, with the 67's fac-
ing the host Reginn Pats.

- Two goals — Ottawa’s total in
the title-clinching game — was
4n obvious numerical allusion.
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There-was no single major
fault in what must be considered
one of the greatest disappoint-
ments in the Plymouth Whalers’
scason, their 6-4 loss to the
Ottawa 67's Sunday at Com-
puware Arena in Game Five of
the best-of-seven Ontario Hockey
League playoffs.

«Rather, there were a lot of lit-
d\; problems that added up to

[ | HOCKEY

But both Ottawa gonls came in
the sccond period. And the win
was also Ottawa’s second-
straight victory in this serics;
neither team had managed to
win back-to-back games until
‘Tuesday.

The 67's, who finished second
in the OHL'’s East Division
behind the Belleville Bulls,
scored the game's first two gonls
and then held off a late Wholer
charge.

After a scoreless first period,
Ottawz came alive in the second.
‘When Whaler defenseman Libor
Ustrnul could not clear the puck
from his zone, the 87's pounced.
A somewhat weak backhand
shot by Vadim Sozinov cluded
‘Whaler goalie Rob Zepp for the
game's fixst goal, scored 6:29 into
the second period. Assists went
to Joe Talbot and Rodney Bau-

. man.

A little more than four min-
utes later, Talbot sped into the

s collapse
B HOCKEY

the Whalers blowing a three-gonl
lead for the first time this sca-
son, °
“Ottawa has beaten us twice in
here,” said Whaler coach Pate
DeBoer. “And we're a.very good
home team. .

“This is one of the most unbe-
lievable games I've been involved
with, I'm sure there are things

am:

Floaring Replacement

~ CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
815556 ELEVEN MILE R
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48336-1165
(248) 474-8115
ADVERTISEMENT
‘The City of Farmington Hills Purghasing Division will solicit scaled bida
- during the next thirty (30) days for the following products and/or services;

ROAD

. Prisoner Van
4 Salo of Vehicles & Heavy equipment

= Department. All bids must bo submitted in.nccordance with the bid
pecifitations.

City of Farshington Hills reserves tho right to accopt or reject any or all
s, either in part or in whole, to waive any formalitjes and to accept the
id which it believes to be in the best intercat of the City.

v Specifications may be obtained by contacting the Central Services .

KATHRYN A. DORNAN
. City Clerk
Lt ey 17,2001 e
. PUBLIC STORAGE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

NOTICE IF HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to Section 4 of tho Sclf-Servico
| Storage Facility Act, State of Michigon, the undersigned will sell ut public
< auction salo by competitive bidding. Sales aro for cash only: Removal within
7, 24 houra, For lulo are storage unita for which rent and fees aro past due.
: On the premises whero said property haa been stared and which are located
+ nt Public Staroge, 34050 Nine Mile Rd., Farmington, MI 48335 (248) 473-
1020 on June 20, 2001 at 12:45 p.m. the pcruul pmpolly described bolow:
n the matter of:
OHN FRAZIER Space F-45 « Sofa/loveseat, VCR, chairs, boxes, lamp
ANTOIN; LAWRENCE, Space C014 - Bike, washer, sofa/loveseat box
KEITH PROVOST Spaco A012- Dressor, fridg, TV, wall unit, sofa, mise.
HAMILTON KAY & ASSOC., Space AG05 » Misc. {tema
On the premiscs where said property has been atored and which are located
t Public Storage, 12000 Newburgh Rd., Livonin, MI 48150 (313) £91-6608
n June 20, 2001 at 11:45 a.m. the personal property deacribed below:
n the matter of:
= JAMES GREENLY, Space E087 - Boxes, bugs, microwavo, misc. items
- Al sales aubject to adjournment.

= Publish: May 17 and 24, 2001
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Whalers go belly-up, losing
OHL championship to 67’s

Whaler end and unlenshed o
shot from the right wing that
beat Zepp, making it 2-0 with
9:04 remaining in the second.
The power-play goal was assist.
ed by Sozinov and Jon Zion.

The Whalers, who were out-
shot 18-9 in the period, tried to
battle back in.the third, They got
on the board with 8:11 remain-
ing when Preston Mizzi finished
a play that began with defense-
man James Wianiewski's forcing
an Ottawa turnover. The puck
went to Kris Vernarsky, and be
got it to Mizzi for the goal.

The Whalers still had time.
And they did attack, better than
they had throughout the game.
But 67's gonlie Senmus Kotyk
turned them away.

The number two won't be a
pleasant memory for the
Whalers, who lost in the finals
for the second year in o row.

Kotyk, who stopped 30 of 31
shots Tueaday, was named the
MVP of the OHL playoffs.

Tuesdny's gnme was the first
time in the series Ottawa out.
shot Plymouth (35-31).

fFarmlngton4 Hills bantam champs o

Flrehawks take title: The Firchawhs captured the Farmington Hills Hockey
' Association’s Bantam championship by defeating the Cyclone Killer Bees, 4-1.
The members of the Firehawks team are (back row, left to right) head coach Bob
Mooney, Paul Mix, Emrae Mooney, Kirill Shalagin, Kyle Davis, assistant coach ¢
Jack Mix, Mike Rosstter Paul Montagne, Brandt Williams, assistant coach Dan |
' Davis; (front row, left to right) Yale Miller, Jeff Preuter; Andrew Eaves, Ben Per-
nia, Jay Gronbach (goalie), Vance Smith, David Trvzglown and Peter Breuhan,
‘the team captain, Mooney, Davis and Rossiter are the assistant captains.

in Game 5 was turning point in.series

we can do differently, but I'm not
sure what they are.”

This'game would be a turning
point for Plymouth. Simply put,
it shouldn’t have happened. Six-
teen times during the regular
season, the Whalers scored at
least four goals in a game; they
never lost one of them. They led
after one period 37 times during
the senson, and lost just once
(tying twice).

But againat the 67's, they've
gained carly leads twice and lost.

“We knew they were going to
come out hard, and they did,”
snid Ottawa captain Joe Talbot,
whé scored the game-winning
goal with 2:22 left in"the third
period. “We went into the (lock-
cr) room between periods and
just talked it over. We said just

- do the simple things.”

As for any emational input,
Talbot said, *I tried to get them

moving, get them = little
pumped up.”

‘Things started slipping for the
Whalers in the closing minutes
of the npemng period. For the
{first 15 minutes, they plnyed ns
well ns they ever have,

James Wianiowski (from Canton)
also assisted,

One of the few mistakes Ply-
mouth made in the early going
was a failure to score with a twe-
man ndvantago. Nut that Lhcy
didn’t chall W ki in

ly dominating Ottawa, 1t was
vintage Whaler hockey.

Including their score-first-nnd-
early approach, Just 3:12 into
the gamo, George Nistas' shot
from the left of goalic Seamus
Kotyk dribbled through, giving
Plymouth n 1-0 lead.. Rob
McBride and Ryan O'Kecfe
asaisted.

Juat 41 seconds later, the
Whalers madb it 2-0 when
Stephen Weiss skated in alone
on Kotyk after wingmato Tomns
Kurka forced an Ottawa
turnover in its own end and
dished the puck to him. Weiss’
shot got between Kotyk's pads;

particular banging a couple of
shots right on net, but Kotyk
was equal to task.

The opening period was more
than half over before the 67's got
their first shot on goal — and
that came when they had the
power play, Indeed, in their two
man-advantage situations in the
first period, they totaled just two
shots on goal.

The Whalers made it 3:0 with
6:23 to go in the first period
when Kris Vernarsky passed
back to Chad LaRose, who had
kept the puck in Oitnwn's zone,
for the finish.

The 87'a secnnd shot on goal

for the
Third

Millennium

Digital cable is

crystal clear picture

ore than

and CD-quality sound.

It also means more
varicty than ever
before, with over
200 availabie
channels
broughtinto

your home with

state of the art technology,

TIME WARNER

CABLE

(866) 898-9101

tweablemicom

“Time Warner’s Digital
Cable is a brand new
television experience.”

(compared to Plymouth's 14) did-

n't come until 3:20 remained in
the period, but less than a
minute later Sean Scully — who
had not scored a gonl in the play-
offs — flipped a shot over
Whaler goalie Rob Zepp's left
shoulder; it deflected in off the
crosshor, making it 3-1 with 2:32
left. Rodney Bauman and Bryan
Rodney assisted.

Ottawa pulled to within a goal
with a power-play goal by Tal-
bot, who knocked in a rebound
with 14:69 left in the second

period.

But Wisniewski re-established
the Whalers’ two-gonl advantage
with-a hard slapshot from the
point an tho power play, making
it 4-2 with 8:58 to go in the sec-
ond. )

After that, things went south
for the Whalers, “That’s the sec-
ond time we had an carly lead in
a game and, to Ottawa’s credit,
they found n way to beat us,”
said DeBoer. *I thought we had
good legs, but we had a melt-
down,”

The “meltdown” began in
earnest just 43 seconds after
Wisniewski's goal. For the sec-
ond time in the game, Zepp
couldn't contain n rebound; the
67's Sebastien Savage knocked
this one past him to make it 4-3
with 8:16 left in the sccond peri-
od

Two minutes later, Ottawa
drew even when Scully scored
for the second time in the game
tipping a shot past Zepp.

Allhough both goalies had
given up four scores, it scemed
Kotyk was a hit sharper, moking
several big saves while Zepp,
who had shutout Ottawa two
days earlier, wns struggling.
Through two periods, Plymouth
had a 26-17 shot ndvantage.

TENNIS

FARMINGTON 8
‘WESTERN 3

ALLED
May 14 ot Fasmington
No. 1 singies: Bryon Nonville (W) doleated
Jon Gore, 16, 7-6 {7-3), 6-4; No. 2: Chils Hal)
{F} dof. Bretan' Pletcher, 6-1, 6-3; No. 3: Chod
Moote (F) del. Bryan Hodges, 62, G-1: No. 4;
Jef! Turk (F) dal, Dadd Pham, 6-2, 6-2.
Na. 3 doubles: Shamix Trivedi-Hemanth
Srinivas {F) det. Chris ChouTim D"Onofrlo, B
. 6-: No. 2: Robert SavichMike Dioom (m
def. Raj BediMiks Schuytet, 60,
Mike jones-Ruben Avery {W) d
Lidgey-Hatinder GIN, 6-2, 6-3;
Meyer-Stephen Wayne {F) daf. Br.m Fo‘llv-
Davig Nagie, 6-3, 6D
Dustmast reconds: Fammington, $-6-3 aver-
ol), 44-3 WLAA.
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