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Hometown
shows illustrate
the many faces
of art, nature

here are 28 many reasons for cre-

ating art as there are peopla

painting, drawing, sculpting and
phuhqgrnphing subjects only they can
imngine,

All Thave to do is look around at
the many exhibits in our communities
to know that whether it's done as a
hobby or serious profession, art allows
all of us to expresa our emotions and
dreams, and to share them with oth-
ers.

Take Regina Dunne and Donald
Alley, for example.

Dunne, who's in the Visual Arts
Assaciation of Livonia exhibit at city
hall, began her art career illustrating
ads for Hudsen's before going on her
own to create graphics for agenciea
such as Ross Roy. Now retired, Dunne
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f ell goes ag planned, Canton Township will
break ground for its long-awaited performing

arts center in April 2002, and Supervisor
Tom Yack couldn’t be happier.

For more than aix years, Yack has dreamed
about building a facility to spotlight theater,
dance and music performances, visual art, and
educational programs,

BIATY PHOTOS Y PALL JIURACIMANY
First look: This is a preliminary sketch of the
Canton Performing Arts Center as designed by
TMP Architects. It will be located on the north-

B Partnership for the Arts would
primarily be responsible for rals-
ing money to bulld and operate
the center. To date, $4 1/2 million
has been secured from the town-

CANTON DRAWS

TOGETHER TO

'BUILD PERFORMING

ARTS CENTER

held in March to determine function and style.
A curved facade will serve as the entrance and
allows space for a restaurant, which would
derve audiences before and after performances.
inside the theater, 100 balcony scats will pro-
vide inti seating by bringing the audi
closer to the stage, The main floor will hold the
remaining 320 scats.

“We met with the architecta last Friday,” snid
Yack, “We're working on develepment materials
to be completed by June and working on

Now it looks like there will be a 420-seat
Canton Performing Arts Center to provide a
home for groups such aa the Plymouth Theatre
Guild, Peter Sparling Dance Company, Verdi

ship, a state grant, and local
developers.
luding Plymouth Symphony Orch

chamber concerts, and art and music classes to
remain self-supporting. Enstern Michigan Uni-
versity is contemplating bringing its theater

hanges for the theater. We hope to bid it in
February and start construction in April.
“The challenge is coordinating Biltmore
(developers of Cherry Hill Village) and their

architects and the construction of liner build.
ings -~ working out details like how to deliver
preduct to retail - with the construction of the
arts center and our architects, TMP (in Bloom-
field Hills)."

Coordinating the two projects could mean
cost savings for the arts center, which will
spend $1.2 million on the stage alone. Prudent.
planning has been key to the project since
March 1995 when Yack gathered together o
group of residenta to see if the region could sup- X
port a cultural venue. After a series of feasibili- -
ty studies, the nonprofit Partnership for the .
Arts was formed to oversee the project.

“We always thought the township would own
the facility and run it similar to the DIA, which
is owned by the city, but eventually the
Founders Society took over the operation,” said
Yack,

Partnership for the Arta president Bryan
Amman r ds an almost-identical plan
to that used by the Detroit Institute of Arts for
the dny-to-doy running of the Canton center. It
i based on visits to successful facilitics near
Denver in early May.

Ownership

Opera Theatro of Michigan, and Cnnton Project
Arts, the hip's official arts ization.
Located on the narthenst corner of Cherry Hill
and Ridge roads in Cherry Hill Village, the
50,000-aquare-foot arts centor will ba flanked
by a line of commercial and residential build-
ings. The space, estimated to cost $8 million,
will houso a variety of events and activitics

management program to the facility.

Function and style

An intense design and planning session by
township officials, arts center architects, Joeal
arts groups, and the devel and archi
for Cherry Hill Village, a community of homes
inspired by the small towns of yesteryear, was
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Western Dreamer: Regina
Dunne won first place in the
Visual Arts Association of
Livonia's spring show for this
pastel portrait.

creates fine art — pastel portraita that
touch the viewer with their sensitivi-

ty.

Alley began taking photographs as
a hobby six years ago, For the last
four years he's worked semi-profes-
sionally as a free lance photographer
for the Observer Newspapers and
Focal Point Studios in Farmington
Hills, By day, Alley works as an elec-
trical engineering technicinn develop-
ing controllers for air bag systems for
TRW Automotive Electronics in
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Dearborn City
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Clomens. In addition to the Plymouth
exhibit, Alley has a phatograph on
display {n “Animals, Vegotables and
Mincrals: A Focus on Qur Environ.
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not be returned to nature due to
injury: One was hit by the antenna of
acar down the road, the snowy

to original compositions in a concert at the Birmingham Temple. 14" 4rummer Tim Froncek, goes on to
a jazz festival in Saugautuck and then
also a piece from The Waning Moon CD 8 date with the West Shore Symphony

released in Europe in 1999 and two in Muskegon. The quartet is curvently
weeka ago here. It fe 1 of Ploase scc JAL, C3

“It's an eclectic repertoire with claa-
sic ewing, and tango influenced jazz
from the new CD Sabine’s Dance,” said
Kauifie, who'sa managed and directed the
quartat for the last 10 years in addition

to playing bass. “Trent wrote n suite
based on music heard in Bucnos Airea
in 1894. We'll play the final movement,

owl, one of his wings is clipped.
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