The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2001

U M rad grows up in Apple Pze

Apple Plo
By David Mazzotta
(America House, 144 pp.)

By HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAFY WRITER
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.anet

Alex Kim wants averyone to
know that he's as American as
apple pie. He nover thinks of
himself as Korean and wants
everyocne to know that he'’s not a
math or science whiz, did not get
an overwhelming score on his
SAT and ia not e grind. He's just
a boy from Grosse Pointe who
wants to have fun at the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

‘This is the premise of David
Mazzotta’s slim comic novel,
Mazzotte, a 1978 Southfield-
Lathrup graduate now living in
Dexter, has drawn on his experi-
ences as a U-M student to create
a lively view of the Ann Arbor
campus and community in a
funny coming-of-age saga.

Mazzotta draws on a long tra-
dition of *college novels” includ-
ing such famous works as F.
Scott Fitzgerald's *This Side of
Paradise” and Charles Wobb's
“The Gradunte.,” AIex Kun bul
“{sucs” with his

David Mazzotta

wants to escape.

Alex tells his story in the first-
person, 60 we have to take into
account his prejudices and short
sightedness as well as his merecu.
rial emotions. This approach has
its advantages and diundvnn.
tages. The advantage is that we
can feel Alex's anxieties ang
biases and may even have
shared some of them. The disad-
vantage is that Alex is not a
totally relinble narrator,

Too many stereotypes
Because we see things through
Alex'a eyes, the novel relies too
much on ensy etercotypes, the
kind which elicit a quick Jaugh
or grin but don't leave us with a
strong sense of a real person.
Naomi, a hy major with -

overcome. His housemates are
three “geeks, dweebs, nerds etc.”
who are loaded with the usual
tics and are grinding their way
through engineering school.
They think Alex ia one of them,
but he assures us that he's not.
He'd rather play midnight Fris-
bee golf with his non-nerd friend

KJ.
Alex has a girl Erisnd Smh a

quiet,

ily and their severe
Obviously the Kim fumlly has
done well by living up to those
ions, with a
Grosse Pointe home and all of
Alex's older siblings with college
degrees, The family stays close
to the Korean-American commus.
nity with its strong smphasis on
practical education, hard work,
devetion to family and marrying
within the community.

an-American girl, whom hb fnm-
ily assumes he will marry.

Then along comes Naomi, an
Ann Arbor free spirit, who shows
Alex the wider world, or the nar-
rower world, of the city's
Bohemian culture.

Mazzotta has a lot of fun with
Naomi's group of wasted poots,
burned out war objectors and
social activists and all the pre-

. tensions they bring to saving the

Alex must overcome
All of this upsets Alex, who

yearns to be just a regular Amer-

ican guy. But he has much to

world. He also does a fairly good
job of contrasting this world of
disconnected people with the
tight, controlled world that Alex

o healthy sexual appetite, begins
as on interesting character but
in the end serves only as a “wild"
contrast to the stoic Sarah and
all she representa, It might have
been more challenging for Alex if
Naomi were more multi-dimen.
sional,

Still, Mazzotta makes his
points effectively and with a gen-
tle sense of humor, especially
when he punctures the preten-
aions of the intellectual set at
the university,

For those who spend any time
in Ann Arbor, the book takes
place in several familiar loca-
tions including Sweetwater's
Cafe, the Nichola Arboretum, the
Shaman Drum Bookstore, Bor.
der's and Cava Jova, Some of
these locations could have bene-

" fited from some longer exposure,

Apple Pie is available on-line
at www. PublishAmerica.com/fic-
tion.html, Amazon.com, Bor-
ders.com and Barnes and Noble
{bn.com) or call 1.877-333-7422.

ON ‘APPLE PIE’

David Mazzotta answered
some e-mail questions about hia
novel of self discovery,

Q. Why did you choose to
have a Korean-American as
your protagonist rather than
dealing with someono from
your own othnic back-
ground?

A. One of the points I wanted
to portray about Alex was how
he was using stercotypea to
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define himself in the absence of
his own mind. The Korean-
American (or more broadly,
Asian-American) stereotypes are
very strong, much stronger than
the ones for people of European

descent. That gave the concept a
little more strength.

When I was in school I knew a
number of Karean-American stu-
dents, and in contrast to the pop-
ular uteruotype. they pretty

Jjust wanted to drink beer
nnd play video games like I did.
it provides a good backdrop
Alex’s little personal discovery.

Q. Do you think this ten-
slon between family roots
and being a modern ari-
can is true of many different
cultures?

A. T suspect the family roots
vs. pop culture conflict oxiats
most strongly in families when

the parenta were immigrants.
They struggled to leave (or
escape) their homelands and
take none of the luxuries we
have for granted.

A couple of generations later,

gs are different,

Q. What are ynur doing
now?

A. I have o day job as a soft-
ware developer for Creative
Solutions Inc. in Dexter. But my
second novel, “Hijinks Ensue,” is
complete and so I'm devoting a
lot of time to asauring that it
sees tho light of day. A lot of that
will depend on the success of
Apple Pie.

e —————————————

BEST SELLER’S LIST

|ndependent Reataglg)ao Helen Fielding, Pen-

boﬂkstore for f.iug;::hgl r(:cfn B:{zbg's'l‘ony Earley,
o

IndEPEHdent mlnds 8. Interpreter of Maladies by

On & monthly basis, the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers will run the bestselling list
from BookSense.com, which rep-
resents indepondent bookatores
across the country, several of
which are in our readership
area. For a complste listing of
bookstores, check the Web site at
BookSense.com and watch here
cach month to sce what's selling
in the nation's independent
bookstores. -

The Book Sense Bestseller
List for the week ending Sun-
day, May 6, based on reporting
from Independent Bookstores
across America:

Neow to the List This Week

The Feast of Love, by Charles
Boxter

In the Heart of the Sea, by
Nathaniel Philbrick

The Greatest Generation, by
Tom Brokaw

Back When We Were
Grownups, by Anne Tyler

Lord of the Silent, by Elizabeth

'otera

Five Quarters of the Orange,
Joanne
o Wathmgum, by Meg Green-
eld
BAn Album of Memories, Tom

TRADE PAPERBACK FIC-
TION

1. Bridget Jones’s Diary by
Helen Fielding, Penguin, $12.85
2. Girl With A Pear! Earring
by Tracy Chevalier, Plume,

3. The Red Tent by Anita Dia-
mant, Picador, $14.95

4. Anil's Ghost by Michael
Ondaatje, Vintage, $

5. Girl In l{yaclnlh Blue by

Snnn . Vreeland, Penguin, )

3. Bndgct Jones: The Edge of

Jhumpa Lahiri, Mariner, $12.00

8. Ahabd's Wife by Senn Jeter
Naslund, Perennial, $16.00

10. We Were the Mulvaneys by
Joyce Carol Oates, Plume,
$13.95

TRADE PAPERBACK NON-
FICTION

1. A Heartbreaking Work Of
Staggering Genius by Dave
Eggers, Vintage, $14.00

2. The Four Agreements by
g)nn Miguel Ruiz, Amber-Allen,

3, Worst-Case S Sur-

Live by Mary Higgina Clark,
S&8, $26.00

7. The Last Report on the Mir-
acles at Little No Horsc by
Louise Erdrich, HarporCollina,
$26.00

8, Lord of the Silent by Eliza-

th Peters, Morrow, $26.00

9. The Amazing Adventures Of
Kavalier & Clay by Michael
Chabon, Random House, $26.95

10, Prodigal Summer by Bar-
hasﬂ Kingsolver, HarperCollins,

ON THE RISE .

Blackbird Singing: Poems and
Lyrics, 19656-1999 by Paul
McCartney, Norton, $22.95.
lxupired by his late wife, Linda,

-Joved

vival Handbook: Travel by
Joshua Piven, Dav::l Borgenicht,
Chmnlcle, $14,
4, In the Heart of the Sea by
Nnﬂ‘;;nlel Philbrick, Penguin,
14,

6. Galileo’s Daughur by Dava
Sobel, Penguin, $14.00
6. The Worat-Case Scenario
Survival Handbook by Joshua
Piven, Chronicle, $14.85
7 My Grandfather's Blessing
by Rachel Nnomi Remen, River-
hond $14 .
rge W. Bushismae edited
by JnLelofl: Weisberg, S&8, $9.95
8, Strategies by Phillip C.
McGraw, Hyperion, $11.95
10. Sweet Potato Queens’ Book
of Love by Jill Connor Browne,
Three Rivers, $12.00
HARDCOVER FICTION
.1, Common Life by Jan Karon,
Viking, $24.95
2, Death in Holy Orders by P,
D. Jnnol, Knopf, $26.00
he Last Met by
:;u- Shreve, Little Brown,
4. Back When We Were
Grownups by Arme Tyler, Knopf,
$26.00

8. The Bonesetter's Daughter
9 5

by Tan, X
8. On the Street Where You

of both hi
lyncs and never before published

Unwmman Clay by Margnret
Maron, Mysterious Press, $23.95
Tha eighth book in the Judge
rah Knott mystery series.
HARDCOVER NONFIC-
TION

1. Seabiscuit by Laura Hillen-
brand, Random House, $24.95

2..Who Moved My Cheese? by
Spencer Johnson, Putnam,
$19.95

3. The Prn;ur of Jabez by
Bruce H. Wilkinson, Multnomah,

4. Comfort Me with Apples b,
l;zuth Raichl, Rnndngp}lonu’:
5: Foundmg Brathen by

. Joseph J. Ellis, Knopf, $26.00

6, Fast Foad Nation by Eric
2;;“0““' Houghton Mifflin,

7. Napalm & Silly Putty by

rge Carlin, Hyperion, $22.85

8. A Short Gulde to a Happy

Life by Anna Quindlen, Random
Hauu. ‘12 95

ly For Life by Bill

Phﬂllpl. Michael D'Orso,

rCollins, $26.00

10, NAS Siblcy Guide To Birds

by National Audubon Society,
Knopf, $36.00



