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It’s evolutlonary

Grandparents’ trip to Galapagos teaches lessO'ns in prehistory

. John and Joan Reddy of
‘Bloomficld Hills took a trip to
ithe Galapagos Islands with an
:Elderhostel group. They docu-
ented their trip m a diary to
itheir nine g Here {8

ing at Bartolome Island..Hore
wa observed how a volcanic-
formed island graduaily trans-
forms itself from & barren rocky
p)nce mtn n more hospltnblc

:their account:

DAY 1: .

¢ arrived by plane at
Wmo island of Baltra. A
short bus ride brought
us to the dock where we board-
cd dinghies, which took us to
our ship, While we ate lunch,
the boat sailed to Santa Cruz
Island. There we disembarked
for a beach where we saw
_.marine iguana, sca lions, and a
:great variety of birds that
llowed us to get very close to
hem and their nesting arcas.
:We also spotted the large tracks
zof a giant Pacific green sea tur-
:tle which had come in the night
‘to lay ita eggs high on the
beach,

DAY 2:

During the night we sailed to
Genovesa or Tower Island, It is
the only major island that is
entirely north of the equator, In
the morning, wo made a wet
landing at Darwin's Bay, where
we walked the beach and saw
masked and red-footed boobies
‘(birds), swallow-tailed gulle,
:lava gulls, great frigatebirds. In
<all cases, we could have reached
‘out and touched the birds, but,
:of course, we didn't, We also
:tried snorkeling as we did on
«the beach the firat day, Neither
"Grandpa John nor Grandma is
a very good snorkeler, But our
guide helped Grandma, and she
got to see some colorful fish and
many, many sea urchins.

In the afternoon, we visited
Prince Phillip's Steps, where we
had a steep climb on lava steps.
At the top, we walked among
masked and red-footed booby
‘colonies. We were looking for
-storm petrels, the short-eared
-owl and other shore birds.

DAY 3:
Again we sailed during the
:night and arrived in the morn-
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sparse
plant hfo thnf. breaks up the
rocks into soil over millions of
years. Wo had a 400 foot hike to
the top, but the climb was 3656
wooden steps, which made it
much casier than if we had had
to climb all those rocks. The
viow from the summit of the vol-
cano was spectacular.

The afternoon expedition took
us to Pucrto Egas on Santingo
Island, whore we made a wot
landing on & dark brown sandy
beach, We walked along the
shoreline. Our d jon was

.
If you're golng...

W Trlp to the Galapagos
arranged by Elderhostel through
Hatbrook Travel. Cost $3,300
per parson, Includes transporta-
tlon, all meals, threa nights In a
Quito hote! and seven nights on
ship. Group size: 39, with threa
full-time guldes provided by
Galapagos Natlonal Park DIs-
trict,

W Trlps usually booked through
travel agents who coordinate
travel on and among the Islands
with the Natlonal Park District
and the government of Ecuador,
which Is trying to balance sev-
enue-genarating tourism with
governmant desire to protect
the

the grottos, whore we saw the
Galapagos fur seals. Theso are
really sca lions, but uniike the
California aea lions which we
saw carlier, thoy like to hide out
in caves and grottos, No sun-
ning themsclves on the beach
like the other sea lions, We
noted that here the marine
iguana were moro colorful, with
patches of green and red on
them. Most marine iguanas are
black and blend in with the lava
rocks on which they live. The
incrensed color comes from the
kind of algae that they eat.
4
Our morning trip was a dry
landing at Punta Espinosa or
Fernandina Island, This island
has the largest colony of marine
iguanas in the archipelago. We
had to be careful not to step on
them. The males were piled up
on the lava rocks, sunning
themaelves. It was difficult to
tell what were rocks and what
wera iguanas. But the femalea
were busily laying eggs all over
the beach. Oa the trip back to
our ship, we followed a school of
seven dolphins, who scemed to
enjoy ploying with our boat.
Our afternoon trip was to
Tagus Cove on Isabela Island.
We had a stecp climb to a look-
out where we could seo the har-
bor where Charles Darwin’s
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® Ship size and nomenclature
varies, with soma travallng on
wind-driven vessels, Local scuba
gear stores perlodicatly organize
swimming tours.

M January to June experience
clear skies, high cumutus clouds
and heavy, though short rains.
July to December is charactor-
Ized by low clouds with light raln
common.

M Currency Is U.S. dollar,

ship anchored, as well a8 the
salt water crater lake that he
discovered,

DAY 6:

This morning we hit a red
sand beach on Rabida Island
where we had another opportu-
nity to snorkel after a walk
atong the beach where a male
sca lion was guarding his
harem. He swam along the
beach where the females were
sunning themselves, barking
warnings for other males to atay
away. On another part of the
beach, Grandma swam with a
young sea lion. Sea lions are
very playful — particularly the
young ones.

DAY 6: ..

We spent a whole day on
Santa Cruz Island today. It's
the home of the Charles Darwin
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Coastal rocks: Tlus is the view from the peak on volcnmc Bartolome Island.

Rescarch Station where giant
land tortoises are bred until
they are large enough to be
released back into the wild. We
then took a bus into the high-
lands where we had a wonderful

are uninhabited, but there are
populated arcns on a number of
them. The town is full of flowers
and trees that are very beauti-
ful, but they have been import-
cd by people. Imported plants

lunch at an op i
where the Darwin ﬁncheu camo
right up to tho table.

Then it was off to a cattle
ranch where tho cattle live with
tho tortoises in perfect harmo-
ny. (They both love the rich,
green grass.) Again, we were
able to get very close to the ani-
mals although they would draw
in their necks if we got too close.

We spotted the various vari-
eties of Darwin finches along
the way although we didn'’t sce
the elusive vermilion flycatcher,
Fortunately, we had seen one
years ago on a birding trip to
Texas.

After our return from the
highlands, we enjoyed relaxing
in the town of Puecrto Ayora.
Most of tho Galapagos Islanda

and Is creato many prob-
lcms as they interfere with the
natural environment. For
instance, there aro hundred of
thousands of wild goata that eat
all the vegetation and leave lit-
tle for the native animals.

DAY %

Todey we visited Espanola
Island, landing at Punta
Suarez, The marine iguanas on
this island are particularly col-
orful, with many yellow, green
and red markings. Their skin
looks almost as if it is beaded.
Also on this island is the hood
mockmgh:rd which is particu-
larly curious and unafraid of
humans, But Grandma encoun-
tered a lava lizard here who
became so curious that it

walked up and tested her boot
as a possible food source.

‘We hiked some very rocky ter-
rain here in order to sce a blow
hole, where the sea water hits a
spot in the rocks that produces
80 much pressure that the water
shoots up in a tower of water
and foam.

OQur final day of snorkeling
was at Gardener Bay where the
sand was white and very fine
and the water the color of aqua-
marine,

DAY 8:

In the morning, we left the
boat for the laat time and
roturned to the airport at Bal-
tra, From thera we flow to
Quito, Ecuador, and then home
at last,

Joan Reddy is a retired Birm-
ingham School's secretary. John
Reddy is the former publisher
for the Birmingham-Bloomfield
Eccentric.
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Weckend passes good for all

SOUTHFIELD CIVIC CENTER

$15 Friday: $30 Saturday & Sunday per day in advance,

three days: $60 (Available only in

advance ~ quantities limited). On sale now at the Star Theatre
Sauthfield (Costomer Service Desk), afl TicketMaster lacations. or
charge by phone at (248) 6356666, Tickets higher at the gate. For
morc information listen to Smooth Jazz Y98.7 or visit www.v987 com,
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Fridsy, June 1
Gene Duntap Band
Joe McBride

An Evening With Guitars & Saxes
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