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Car-jacking victim did the right thing

The victim of a Thursday evening armed rob-
Bnry and corjacking in Farmington Hills is
. “shook up pretty bad,” said Hills Police Chief
wgn.m Dwyoer.
ut, the 43-year-old Farmin ills man
still ia alive. gton H .

*1 believe the victim in this case is extremely
fortunate he wasn't seriously injured,” said
Dwyer on Friday. “Because three suapects
f:r;:d l?i‘m nultl n{ !hcdveh{cl:la,hmok his belong-

, hia wallet and ce! one, and then
ordered him back into the vn}‘x’lcla, g

Dwyer snid tho victim'’s decision to not re-
enter the vehicle probably was a very difficult
one to make. On one hand, the victim could
have been shot for not complying. But, “he
probably prevented himself from being kid-
napped or murdered,” Dwyer said.

tol and pointed it at the victim's head.

The victim yielded his car keys, cell phone
and wallet. Then, they ordered him back into
the car or risk being shot. Instead, he fell back-
wards onto the ground and the sus) drove
away — which triggered a brief car chase by the
Livonia Police Department, along the Jeffries
Freeway east from Middlebelt Road,

Once the vehicle, a silver, four-door 2001
Acura, roached the Detroit city limita, Livonia
police called off the chase due to high speeds
and hazards to other motorists.

Dwyer said the department is offering a
$2,000 reward for information to help solve
what is thought to be n random crime. Anyone
with information is asked to call the Hills
police department, (248) 473-8894.

- The suspects are described as black males,
age 18-21, 5-foot 11-inches tall, 170 pounds,
with short black hair, medium build, dark com-

According to a Hills police dep press
r'allznua, three suspecta flagged down the vic-
tim’s car — on the pretense of asking for diroc-
tions to the nearest freeway — after he pulled
his vehicle into the Fox Point Townhomes on
Halsted near 11 Mile ronds, about 8:30 p.m.
Thursday. One of the suspects pulled out o pis-

plexion, wearing a blue-nnd-white atriped shirt
and unk baseball cap and a black male,
age 16-18, 5-foot.7 inches tall, 135 pounds, with
short black hair, thin build, dark complexion
and unknown clothing. The third suspect is a
black male, ago 18-20, 5-foot-10-inches tall,
wearing unknown clothing and with no other
physical description.

ChriStian from page Al

DDA to present Center proposal

BY JONt HUBRED by the latest em;’n& .
BTATF WRITER i 3 “The most ambitious project on
Jhubred@oehomecomm.net gouunmmc ﬂswn glty :;: part will be &a renovation of
Farmington city officials will e D Center,” Downey
get a peek Monday night at reno- Wlilll Eea dravg'ng' of acknowledged, citing a price tag
vation plans that will create n the proposed reno- of about $1.6 millfon,
new look for the Downtown | vation at Downtown Timing of the project coincides
Farmington Businesa Center. Farmhégton Busi- with reconstruction of the cen-
Downtown Development Anso- ness Center on ter’s parking lot, which the city
ciation Director Judy Downey Grand River during owns, Downey said work would-
said John  Grissim of their regular meet- n't begin until 2002, to give busi-
Grissim/Metz Associates, Inc. ing Monday night. nesses a breather from construc-
will bring drawings and detailed ng Monday nig| tion on Farmington Road, slated
plans for the plaza/sh ing cen- this year.
ter, which is located on Gran Iread: e " f Funding will also take some
River. In addition to aestheti rhrm‘i’y e ol n lante d: time; the DDA is working with a
imp ta, traffic e °F plaza p R; ;“ ¢ Birmingham-based company to
will be examined. corner of Farmington Road and ;0500 grants, Downey said the

Talk about redoing the area
began after the DDA completed
its eight-phase streetscape pro-
ject in 1998,

At that time, Downey said, the
DDA approved a 10-year
improvement plan, which has

Grand River, a brick pedestrian
crosawalk between First United
Methodist Church and Star-
bucka and brick pavers replacing
the sidewalk on a small area of
Warner, between Grand River
and Thomas.

But those will all be dwarfed

Michigan Department of Trans-
portation has four transporta-
tion enhancement programs that
may be tapped.

The council meets at City Hall
in downtown Farmington, begin-
ning at 8 p.m.

Charleston-Lyons ;.. ..

worked as an elementary teach-
er, elementary/middle school
uuhsm‘uw tencher and a college

ing. She believed it was impor-
tant to get her kida settled in

when the family moved here -

from Maryland in 1997,

She and husband, Eric, a
© director for information technol-
. ogy at GMAC, have four chil-
« dren: Sharece, a graduate of
. North Farmington High School
. and a student at Oakland Com-
: munity College; Jaya, a Warner
Middle School student; Micah, a
Forest Elementary school stu-
«dent; and aon, Ricky, whe
: nttends North Farmington High
* School.

- An emergency room and trau-
- ma nurse for 13 years, Christian
. admits she lasted longer than
. some who perform the grueling

life-and-death work. She main-

: tains some ties to her chosen

. profession, os 2 member of the
. Metro-Detroit Chapter of Emer-
: gency Nurses Cancel Alcohol
: Related Emergencies, also
- known as En C.A.R.E.
. *It is not a echool program,”
. Christian said. “We do presenta-
: tiona all over the metro Detroit
- aren. It was developed by nurses
 who present real-life scenarioa
to middle- and high-school-age
: children about drinking and
- driving. Sixth grade is the
- youngest I've done.”
I~ ‘The family lived in Southfield
. before moving to Maryland,
- where they lived for five years,
The Christinns studied the
. Farmington arca before making
- a decision to move.
. *We looked at the school sys-
tem and neighborhoods.” Chris-
-tian said. “My husband was
" thorough. He went to talk to the
. -principals of cach achool. I was
:‘trying to hold down the fort. We
+'mulled through all the informa-
tion, Diversity in tho community
. was important to us.”
;- All the schools helped facili-
* ‘tate their children settling in. “It
-'wns a positive experience,”

Reid from page A1

Christian said, “I've always been
active in the schools. I have a
passion for working with kids, to
work as an advocate for kids, I
feel it is my responsibility ns &
parent and part of the i

diatrict put o crisis plan in place
before national incidents of
school violence garnered so
much publicity, and pointed out
:on_‘lzlict reao!utiqy LI:l’ld peoer

ty to give back.”

Her roport card for the school
district: *They are pretty much
on ge mark. I would give them
anA”

She wants to engage the com-
munity in education, inclyging

are to stu-
denta, “As o parent, that's com-
forting,” sho said, adding, “Par-
ents have to make sure wa moni-
tor kids, It's a pieco all of us
need to own in keeping kids
safe.”

In her 'ﬁr'u runlfnr public

older people and those
children in school, and facilitate

office, Cl p a great
enthusiasm and deaire for coop.
eration with the current bonrd

better communication.

Fi ially, she beli the
district is okay, considering the
economic downturn. “They are
ﬁsfully reaponsible in managing
it.

Christian, will also go to bat
for children with special needs,
us the school district strugglea to
keep up with state mandates
and the funds to pay for them.
She believes o8 belt-tightening
measures are taken, officinls
should look first to taking care of
studenta, .

“The school district has a
vision, Our commitment needs
to be with our children,” she
said. “That may mean limiting
some of our capital expendi-
tures, though I wouldn't like to
see buildings falling apart, Let
the dollars stay with kidas in
classrooms with small class
sizes. We need to support all of
our kids.”

Chriatian has worked on the
committee to evaluate gradun-
tion requirements and worked
on a technology committee, She
believes it's important for
schools to keep looking ot how to
improve technology and that
Farmington students are well
prepared for college and the
work world. “The district haa
done a good job werking proac-
tively,” she said.

She's appreciative that the

“I believe in working proac-
tively in the right spirit,” she
said. “I don’t have any issues, I
just want to sce the school dis-
trict grow and see challenges
addressed. I want to see our kids
be the very best they can be.
‘That can be done by raising the
bar of achi I'm it

She believes she has much to
offer as a team player and,
because of her work history,
understands school policy and

ures.

“A team approach is u good
approach,” she said. “By working
together, you get mora done. The
biggest challenge facing this
school district is one which faces
all public school districts, the
possible shortfall in state aid
and how to adjust the budget =0
the quality of education is not
compromised. Instruction is key.
The focus should be on the chil-
dren.”

Pam and husband, Tony, mar-
ried 18 years, have two children.
Erin is an cighth grader at
Dunckel Middle School and
Evan, a fourth grader, at Wood
Creck Elementary School. They
have lived in Farmington Hills
for four years.

harl -Lyons holds a doc-

ted to putting in the time and
energy. I am very scrious about

is.” .

Christian holda a bachelor of
science degree in nursing from
Qakland University and is a cer-
tified critical care registered
nurse, She practiced at Heary
Ford Hospital, moved to Mary-
land in 1992, and p iced at

torate degree from the Universi-
ty of Michigan in higher and

adult continuing education
administration, e masters of
education from Pennsylvania
State University in )|

pates in a future problem solvers
program,” she said.

She wantas to stay at the fore.
front of ed jon and explore

education, and a bachelor of sci-
ence degres from Cleveland
State University in el

many different theories.
Cha.rlelu:'n—L.ynnl nljlo ljupport-

education and French.

She laude the Farmington
School district’s high academic
achievement. She wants to con.
tinue that strong tradition — and
make it better.

“I don't so much to change but
to enhance,” she said. *I want to
improve ication with

high while
maintaining fiscal responsibility.
The Farmington School District
encourages & StTONg core cur-
-riculum to provide all students
with skills needed to compete in
the 218t century global economy,
she says,

An advocate of a broad range
of to include fine arts

families and the board, I want to
see that all which makes up the
Farmington district remaina
intact and see if there is any-
thing we can tweak.”

Charleston-Lyons feels the
board is doing a good job and she
considers the talented and gifted
program one with stre: .

She would also bring to the
position a knowledge of what
works and hasn't worked in
other school districta.

“They take high school transi-
tion seriously at Avondale
Schools and the district partici-

at all grade lavels, Chfrleaton.
Lyons also promotes a safe
00l environment.

Her volunteer activities
include: Wood Creek Elementary
School PTA Welcome Committee
Chairperson; Dunckel Middle
School French Back-do-Back
program host family, booklet
and activity coordinator; Media
Center volunteer; Family Sci-
ence facilitator; “Read to Lead”
coordinator; parent chaperone,
Girl Scout Troop Leader and
sales volunteer and Boy Scout
volunteer.

George Washington University
Hospital and other Washington
D.C. health care institutions.

She lists involvement in many
ecommunity service groups: sece
retary of Forest Elementary
School PTA; Farmington Public
Schoola District Diversity parent
outreach committee; Committee
to cvaluate graduation require-
ments —~ technology; Girl Scout
leadert; and Kenbrook Elemen-
tary, Committee to Evaluate
Block Scheduling at North
Farmington High School; and
Coordinator for North Farming-
ton Cheerleadera Parent Booster
Organization.

* & way of reminding myself not to
. ‘expect to go in, wave a magic
: wand and things will be the way
. you want.”

7 That means there are no quick
es to the challenges facing the
strict, he said.

He nlso cites a strong knowl-
edge of technology and a back-
ground in business and finance,
Reid said he has worked with
teams where everybody makes
an effort to understand all
po'inu of view. :

Havelont

His goals include
provement in test acores,
3 + it

Instr ping 8
January town meeting about

pmvingrtcchnnlogy in district
rriculum, and promoting *best
-practices.”
. “In looking back on my goals
+ from four years ago, I am sur-
.prised and pleased that they
* remain conaistent,” he said, “The
rincipal objective is alwaya to
-‘increase student achievement,
< ‘excellence and equity.”
- Reid, 49, has lived in the dis-
*‘trict for 16 years, in an aren that
:has a Northville mailing
“‘address. He is a manager of
engineering operations at John-
. son Controls Automotive Sys-
. tems Group in Plymouth Town-
:‘ship. He and his wife have a
- ‘daughter who graduated from
_:Farmington Schools and now
‘-attends Eastern Michigan Uni.
. versity.
.. Their third-grade son has been
- part of the Gill Year-Round pro-

how the ity wants to
mensure student success, Reid
enid, “We have a lot of pressure
at the state and federal level for

school board member, he served
as trensurer, vice president, and
this year president of the Farm-
ington Board of Education. He
also served as chairman of the
Oakland County School Boards
Association legislative commit.
tee for the pnst two years.

Reid is a strong advocate for
the state government to step up
to its abligation under the
Headlce Amendment and pro-
vide proper funding for mandat-

a bility. A bility prog apecifically special
should first be d at the d ion. State may
local Jevel.” not have an apparent cost, but

Reid was also on the front end
of those who recommended a
capital improvement plan, now
in its fourth year. The building

ji have affected | i
and restored performance and
fino arts spaces, he said.

While some have criticized
school officials for a lack of com-
munication, the board has made
a good effort to communicate
through newsletters, 8 commu.
nity survey and the Web site,
Reid said. He belicves the prob.
lem today is so much geta lost in
the shufTle.

Reid’s commitment to improv-
ing schools and knowledge as a
board ber was 1! d

- gram. pite his son'a invol
" ment, he voted ngainst continu-

ing the program whon the board
: ‘determined enrollments wero too
- low to keep it going.

In addition to a positive work-

! ing relationship with the exiat-
ng board, Reid believes his
trength lies in the alliances he
as forged between state and
« federal legialators.

by participating in courses

when implementing them in a
district of Farmington's size, the
costs become clear and substan-
tiat, he said.

“Special education is onc
major issue where we clearly
disagree with the state. We
believe we are underfunded in
excess of $3.8 million,” he said.
*What it means is general edu-
cation dollars must be used to
fund thoae programs.”

Reid holds a bachelor's degree
from Grand Valley State Univer-
sity and has done graduate stud.
jes ot the University of [llinois.

He served as a representative
to the technology advisor six
years, was a member of the
study committee for the senior

offered by the
tion of School Boards. He
achieved the certified board
member status and the mnster
board member award in recogni-
tion for participating in
advanced course work and lead-
ership akilla.

In his first four years, as

center, hair of the
district Blue Ribbon Financial
i om O f )

of the Farmington Old Villnge
Association for 10 years and
member of Music Patrons of
Farmington High School, among
many other volunteer activities.

public schools.

time?

ummer vacation is nearly here for the
1.7 million students attending Michigan

How will your children spend thelr free

Chances are, thousands of our kids will

Mature-rated games not appropriate for kids

children were able to
buy Mature-rated video

games  at
retailers

shopplng

during a

conducted last year,

some

sting

Lu Battaglierl

spend at least part of their day playing video
or p games. The ge teanager
spends nine hours a week playing video or
computer games, according to the National
Institute on Media and the Family. The
average teen boy plays 13 hours per week.

And with more time off during the
summer months, our youth have many
opportunities to visit arcades, surf the
fnternat for games, or host friends for
marathon game sessions in the comfort of
alr-conditioned homes.

Some people say there's nothing wrong
with Innocent game-playing.

That's true.

Problem is, many of the video and
computar games that our children buy - or
that adults provide to them ~ are extremely
violent.

Cause for concorn

A disturbing study by the National
Institute on Media and the Family last month
reported that children who play violant video
games:

« See the world as a more hostile place.

« Argue with teachers more frequently.

+ Are more likely to be involved in
physical fights.

+ Don't perform as well in school.

The Education A ation s
one of 19 organizations working with
Michigan's attomey genaral to educate the
public about a voluntary ratings system for
video and computer games. The ratings
system was developed by the Entertainment
Software Ratings Board to help the public -
parents included - identity approp

As teachers, school
stalf and parents, we
are appalled that
children as young as S were able to buy
games that the manufacturer voluntarily
deems inappropriate for children under the
ageof 17.

Room to improve

In the study released last month, just 13
percent of adolescents said their parents
“always” or “often” put limits on the amount
of time they're allowed to play video games.
Fifteen percent of the 600 eighth- and ninth*
graders surveyed sald their parents always
or often check the ratings before renting or

MEA Prasident

buying video games.
That leaves a lot of room for
Improvement.

What can we do?

We can educate ourselves on the ESRB
ratings. Some retailers post information
about the ratings, or you can phone the
ESRB at 800/771-3772, or visit its web site,
www.estb.org.

Shop at stores that honor the ratings and
have policies that restrict sales to children of
mature and adult-only games.

Monitor the games your children play.
Limit the amount of time they spend playing
video or computer games.

Find alternative activities. There are lots
of interactive things you can do with your
children to help them while away long
summer days.

And, yes, you could even play a video
game together. But please make sure the

games for children of varying ages.
The coalition partners are concermned
about the apparent ease with which minor

game |s suitable for the age and maturity of
your children.

Childhood is a magical time. Let's protect
our children — and our future.

LA Michigan Education Association
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