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Memorial Park should
stay close to nature

When Farmington Hills officials first
considered plans for a Memorial Park on
property at the corner of 11 Mile and
Middlebelt, they took a kind of “sky’s the
limit" nppmuch

The 3.2 ncres was donated by Hospice
of Michigon and sits along a busy inter-
section where Mercy High School and a
shopping center are also located. Officinls
decided to turn it into a memorial park in
1998 and back then, the plan was to keep
it simple,

Over time, that plan evolved. Last
year, o citizens’ committee presented
findings that officials approved in con-
cept late last year, Features like an eter-
nal flame, courtyard and permanent
chess tables sounded wonderfully unique
and very much in keeping with the city's
style.

"But also in keeping with that style,
more conservative voices scem to have
prevailed.

-No matter how good it looks, a
$260,000 eternal flame still costs about
$8,000 a year to maintain. While it may
be possible to find a corporate donor will-
ing to shell out that kind of money, cter-
nity is o very long time — long enough for
taxpayers to be on the hook for keeping
that ffame lit.

We don’t fault nnyone involved for
proposing the more claborate vision, but

the location, which doesn’t have easily
accessible parking and sits adjocent to a
hospice, begs almplmf.y.

To be dedicated in mid-July, tha park
will have a granite monument and brick
pavers, trees, birdhouses and benches, all
of which provide opportunities for resi-
dents to memorialize community resi-
dents who have died. In addition to
approving a price list on Monday night,
officials also OK'd the beginning of a very
low-key marketing plan, .

The flame and other clements have
been left for “future phases,” and we hope
that future i a long time coming. City
officials have taken plenty of calls nbout
letting the natural grasses grow along
the boulevard, They've had to put a sign
up telling residenta this is part of the
plan.

Doesn't it make sense, then, to limit
development and leave the vast majority
of Memorial Park in that natural state,
with clements that require little or no
maintenance?

As we approach Memorial Day this
year, we would also like to suggest the
park would be the perfect location for a
monument to Farmington Hiils’ war
dead, This community’s rich history
includes the storics of many who have
made the ultimate sacrifice, and it’s long
past time to honor their contributions.

Her work at Madonna a
legacy of accomplishment

Sister Mary Francilene Van deVyer,
the longest serving president in Madonna
University histary, will step down June
30 but she leaves behind a 2G-year legacy
of accomplishment. She has enhanced
Madonna's campus, curriculum and the
larger southeast Michigan community
during her tenure,

- It took her only 11 years to move from
Madonna graduate to president of what
Was then Madonna College.
+'The oldest of six children, she grew up
on Detroit's east side and decided as a

teenager to join the Felician Sisters. She
mnde music education and piano her
mnuor studica at Madonna and after grad-
uation taught first in an elementary
school in the Detroit area and then at
Ladywood High School in Livonia.

After o few years it was back to school
- Wayne State University - where she
received a master’s degree and a doctor-
ate ~ and then to Madonna to leave her
mark on the school she loves.

During her administration:

_H What was then Madonna College
became a university now offering classes
in more than 50 undergraduate majors
d‘nd 18 muu:r'n program. {:l 1972 when

ita 25t

&em were 727 students. Today the uru-
varaity has an enrollment of more than
£000.

« 8 Minority enrollment has grown, Sia-
ter Francilenc's administration has been
quick to address and sensitive to the
needs of Hispdnic and African-American
students in this region.

® Madonna built a $4.1 million
library/classroom addition.

n Madonna assessed and developed
programs that offercd flexibility and
innavation to both older and traditional
cpllege-nge students.

Sister Mary Francilene Yan deVyer

A resourceful, energetic and crentive

leader, Sister Francilene's vision has
been instrumental in establishing Madon-
na University as a leader among private
colleges. Under her guiding hand, Mndon-
na haa remained true to its Catholic mis-
sion and its cherished legncy of mdcpon-

Memoria Day, 2001

NEVER FORGET THE PRICE OF FREEDOM

B Trusts Christian

mills, which has remained the same for
ux consecutive years, is duo for alarge
end

Pam Christian is a llent candi-
date for the Fnrmmgtnn Public Schools
Board of Education.

As a relative newcomer to Farming- -

ton Hills, Pam has quickly become
involved in many community activitics
which support her children and those
of other families at Forest Elementary,
Warner Middle School and North
Farmington High School, Pam has
become an effective community mem.
ber because she has a friendly, warm
and positive attitude with all people
and is someone who devotes the time
and energy required to accomplish her
goals, If elected, I believe she will pur-
suo the job of bonrd member in this
samo professional manner.

As a graduate of Farmington Public
Schools myself, with three children
currently in the school system, I trust
that Pam Christinn will represent my
family’s best interests and those of all
the children in our school district with
enthusiasm, common sense and dedica-
tion.

Karen Bolsen
Farmington Hills

# Christian committed

It has come to my attention that
Pam Christian has declared hor candi-

cation. I am pleased that she has a
desire to continu¢ her involvement in .
the Farmington district, and I am cer-
tain that the district will benefit from
her continued commitment.

As a teacher in the district, I have
had an opportunity to work with Pam
in a few different roles, Her dedication
to the student body 08 a coordinator for
the North Farmington Cheerleaders
Parent Booster Organization has been
second to none. Consistently, Pam haa
selflessly provided students and cheer-
leaders alike with a role model, Ever-
caring, d look toward Mrs,

dence to choose its direction in reap
ing to society’s needs.

‘o those who have had the privilege of
meeting or working with Sister Franci.
lene over the last 25 years, they know of
the pnsamn she h?a for her \vnrk Har

Christian for support.

As a member of the school board, 1
am sure that Pam Christian will be a
tremendous asset to students, parents
nnd f.ha Fnrmlngton community. I
all to vots

post as
never was simply "a job"” but rather a
higher calling to do God'a work.

During her tenure as president, Madon-
na has grown, changed and positioned
itaclf to enjoy a bright future.

One of her greatest strengths is roach-
ing out to others and enjoining them in
her mission of academic excellence which
inspires mnmhuhunl to society. She has

- M The Boord of Trustees was nnlnrgcd
to include lay and relj; with
nxperum and enthusinsm for academic
Panning and management.
+1 The university attracted new atu-

- dents to programs whlch coffered expan-

d much over the lnst 25 years
oand her legacy is one of academic, com-
munity and apiritual nourishment.

slve careers paths in
science, unchmg. nursing, n:riminnl jus-
tice, fire

for Pam Christian so that she may con-
tinue to serve her community.

Kurt Campbell

Farmington teacher

Hl Sharpen pencils

The City of Farmington Hilia is scok-
ing a budget increase of $6.5 million
for fiscal year 20012002, for a total of

We wish her success as she cmbm-lu on | $76.7 million, an increase of 8.5 per-
her ! on: cent from the previous year's budget of
'ﬂm Mad, U i and | $69.2 million.
the enura region is better for hnvmg This increase is more than double
, hospice d her vision and lead the rata, Ci

care and sign lnngunge Madonna is the
only institution in the state that offers a
four-year degree in aign language/inter-
preting, It is also the first university to
offer a degree in hospice education, which
is the only university-based cumculum of
this kind in the nation on the

Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey counts
himself among Sister Francilene's wide
circlo of frienda,

“Sho is one of the most spectacular peo-

ple I've ever met," said the mayor point-
lng out her dedication and enthusiasm to
and the ity at large,

and undergraduate level.
M The university has expanded faculty
outreach programs to business and indus-

try.

“#l The untveuity partnered with area
and other call

and universities to offer students more

“She has madea difference.”

As Madonna Univeraity moves forward
that differenco will indeed be folt by the
thousands of future students and faculty
members who take advantage of its gifts,

As she geta ready to move into her nw
role as ndminhmﬁva adviser, we
her and wish her well

uppurtumr.ies and flexibility in ob
& college degree.

as she takes on new challenges.

claims the increaso will not increase
property tax rates, at least for this
year. My objection ia the city should
not be spending faster lh-nllh'u rato of

if tha city to ep
at more than double the rate ohnnn-
tion.
Ron Oliverio
Farmington Hills

Hl Supports Goshorn

* I'm writing in support of John
Goshorn for school bol

T had the pleasure of workiug with
John when he was president of the
North Farmington High School Foot-
ball Boosters, Always prepared, helpful
above and beyond the call nfduty. und

vy, he waa dep for
any ‘assistance.

‘What most impresses me about
John, though, is his love and deep loy-
alty for family, traveling long distances
to attend his sons’ activities. Even
though the NFHS football team had
somo difficult times, John and other
die-hard parents/fans never gave up on
them,

John Goshorn would bring hard-
carned experience to the school board.
Count on him to get the job done.

Lori S. Johns
Farmington Hills

dacy for the Farmington Board of Edu-* Il Firefighters are the best

Is there-a medal for extraordinary
firemen? Ench and overy person who
works the 911 calls should receive one.
Our family has needed the service in
thn past year, These people are so pro-

ional, caring and d of the
patient, as well as the family. They are

the best.
The Fitzpatrick Family
Farmington Hills

B Where Is patriotism?

A letter of concern to the Farmington
School Board:

I am a longtime resident and sup-

porter of mileage lncrensea and bond
Is for ed in F'

Howoever, a recent experienco has got
me wondering sbout some of our edu-
cators, (both administrators and aca-
demics)?

On May 16, [ had to attend"

M Award was a shoo-in

_Well, congrats to Tim Smith for win-
ning a writing award from the Tri-
County Alliance for Public Education,

The Farmington Public ool's
superintendent nominated him. And
why not? Tim Smith has been an
unpaid, one man, public relations hack
for our local public schools since he
became the eduention reporter for the
Observer,

Mr. Smith has been unable to find a
single problem with the public schools
since he nssumed his position, The
mutual admiration that has taken
place (Smith about the schools; the
schools about Smith’s book on prema-
ture babies), has left a void in unbiased
education reporting.

ince Larry O'Connor was forced out
as cducation correspondent, no one has
reported that: whole language, invent-
cd spelling, Reading Recovery, self-
tateem programs, ete, have been thor-
oughly de-bunked. No one has reported
why so many children are leaving the
system to be home schocled or to .
attend private scheols. Not a dime of
waste haa been discovered and no deci-
sions have been queationed, No one
has done any real investigative report-

ing.

If Mr. Smith would just do a little
research on education curricula that -
work before ho continues to gush about
the local programs, the community
would better understand why 8o many’
first graders can't read, 80 many stu-
dents can’t spell or distinguish
between basic homonyma, and why so
many graduates are taking remedial
classes in college.

Smith's award from an allinnce FOR
public education is like the Pope being
named “Catholic of the Year™ by the
Vatican. Both are shoo-ins.

Pairicia A. Alspach
Farmington Hills

Editor's note: Larry O'Connor was
not forced out of the education beat; he
umpled a transfer to different duties
in Farmington, Later he applied for
and received a transfer to the Lwoma
Obscruer staff, .

o wonderful band coneort, reflecting
hard work and presentation from both
teachers and students.

As 1 sat in the auditorium before the
concert began, I could not help but
notice there was no American Flag pre-
sent in the room, When the evening
concert began, thore was no national
anthem pqued either.

Whnm is our pride or pntnomm or

ore i are our "F'
ngh School Educators” afraid of
“offending someone or something?”
‘What has happened to including in our
educational process, the teaching of
pride and patriotism in America?

1 did not go into combat in World

W.r bid to ‘pmurva thia kind of lack of

Cities, like h must
learn to live within their i
budgets,
T urge the Farmington Hills City

Council to ask City Manager Steve
Brock to sharpen his pencil and pre-
pare a revised budget more in line with
tha rate of monetary inflation. Thers is
plenty of time to revise this budget
propoaal before the City Coundil votes
on it at the June 11, 2001 meeting.
Qur property tax rate of 10.165

On May 17. I dmo by North Farm-
ington High School and there stood
their main flag pole, in front of school,
at 11 a.m., on & school day, minus our
American Flag.

Is this non-patriotic or non-caring
attitude spreading like a discase?

Warren R. Dolan
Farmington
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the editor. Please include your :
full name, address and phone .
number for verification. We

ask that your letters be 400
words or less, We may edit for :
clarity, space and content.

Mall:

Letters to the Edlitor
Farmington Observer

33411 Grand River :
Famington, MI 48335 :

E-Mall: :
Jhubred@oe.homecomm.net :

Fax:
248-477.9722



