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Champlons:
Farmington
Hills Mercy
softball
players and
coaches pose
for a team
photo after
winning the
Catholic
League title
Wednesday
by defeating
Livonia
Ladywood in
a five-inning
mercy, 10-0.

-
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without getting an out.

“It's not that it was her fault,”
Blazera conch Bob Lulek said, “I
could ace we neceded o change.
The defense made a couple
errors. When those things start
happening, you want the batters
to sce something a little differ-

ent.”

Smart held the Marlins in
check until they scored six runs
off her. Coryn Sandrowicz
pitched to three batters before
Shawn Fallon took over and got
Ladywood (24-11) out of the
fourth inning.

“One of the little things we did
in prepuration was to pitch five
pitchers in batting practice,”
Falvo said. “So, as they were
changing pitchers, we were wait-
ing for that and trying to put the
ball in play nggressively.”

Mercy's first three batters —
Molly O'Malloy, Carly Tracy and
Anna Schneider — reached base
in the first inning and scored.

- An error on Schneider’s bunt
ennbled O'Malley to score. Krys-
tle Shina put a bad-hop single
through the inficld, and Schnei-
fer beat the throw to the plate
on Rachel Del Corvo's ficlder's
choice,

' “What got us going was Molly
D'Malley in the first inning,”
Falvo snid. “We had been hiding
from Ladywood the fact Molly is
a pretty good slap hitter.

. “They were defending her by
moving everybody in. I think
they thought the only thing she
can do is bunt. She showed she
can slap pretty well by hitting
tho ball through the inficld.”

. The Blazers made two more
prrors in the fourth when the
Marlins sent 12 batters to the

plate.
+ Mercy had four of its six hits
§n that inning, as well as two

walks. Schneider hit a two-run
single; O'Malley and Shina
knocked in one run each with
bnge hits, and Lindsey Fediuk
had an RBI on a fielder’s choice,

“We did bobble the ball a little
bit enrly,” Lulek snid, “You can’t
do that against them. If we make
those plays, it might have been
0-0 going into the fourth.

“Defonsively, we're usually
very sound. Jf we make one error
in a game, that's the max. That's
not to take anything away from
Mercy. They hit the ball and
maode us field it.”

Both conches agreed the score
is not indicative of the quality
toam Lndywood has; Lulek
added the Blazers still have the
state tournament ahead for
them, as do the Mnrlins,

“I told the kids to hold their
heads up,” Lulek said, adding
the Blazers play Dearborn
Divine Child in a Division II dis.
trict game, “If we hold our hends
down, they'll clobber us like
Mercy did.”

Falvo snid the championship
for Merey ia the result of dedicat-
ed efforts by a lot of people
involved with the program.

*For the JV.and freshmon
coaches and the dads who take
the summer program, it's a
reflection on them more than
me,” Falvo said, “as well as the
parents who support the pro-
gram conscientiously and consis-
tently.”

KETTERING 4, N. FARMINGTON 0:
Jessico Brubaker eamed softball brog:
ging rights a1 the Bruboker household
Wednesday,

She pitched her Waterford Xettering
team to o 4.0 victory ovee host Norh
Farmington, which (s coached by her
father, Dave Bruboker.

The younger Brubnker, 3 senior who
will play for her ¢ad at Madonna Univer-
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manager/coach of the Com-
puware Ambassadors in 1893. In
his seven scasons in that capaci-
ty, the Ambassadors won four
North American Hockey League
titles and two national champi-
onships. Twice he was named
the NAHL Executive of the Year
('94 and '99) and was NAHL
Coach of the Year once ('98).

His regular-senson record in
those scven seasona was an
impressive 241-82-27, a .689
winning percentage. For six-
straight sensons, Vellucci guided
the Ambassadors into the Gold
Cup National Jr. ‘A* Champi-
onship Tournament, winning it
in 1894 and 1999.

In a statement to the medin,
Karmanos said: “We are very
pleased to be able to fill this
position with someone as quali-
fied ns Mike, Mike has proven he
knows what it takes to be suc-
cessful, having won two natienal
championships,

“We arc fortunate to have o
person within our organization
with his experience. The fact he
already knows the players and
the staff should allow for a
smooth transition for everybody
involved.” .

Vellucei aaid he did not expect
to be in this position, although
he always hoped to be. *I'd like
to thank Peter for giving me this
opportunity to coach,” he said.
“It's been a lifelong dream.

“To be honest with you, when 1
was promoted lnst year to presi-
dent I pretty much gave up any

idea of coaching. I thought Pete
DeBoer would be here a long

time,
“] figured I'd concentrate on
the administration end of it.” :

DeBoer's abrupt departure
altered all that, It's hoped his
sudden exodus won't change
anything else with the Whalers;
which ranks as one of the OHL's
premier organizations. B

Vellueei is well-acquainted
with many of the Whalers, both
past and present. While with the
Ambassadors, he coached future
Whaler stars such as David Leg-
wand (now playing with
Nashville in the NHL), Justin
Williams (playing for Philadel-
phin) and Brent Johnson (now
with St. Louis).

He's also coached current
standouts such as Demian
Surma, Jared Newman, Nate
Kiser, Andre Robichaud and
James Wisniewski (from Can-
ton).

*Not many things will change
this year,” Vellueci said. “And as
far as coaching, not too much
will change.

“I'm an emotional coach. Play-
ers will know where they stand
with me. My door’s always open
to them.”

It won't be easy following in
DecBoer's footsteps. The former
coach guided the Whalers to the
brink of the last two OHL Cham-
pionahipa.

Now it's Vellucci's turn, to see
if he can take them to the sum-
mit.

Hawks defeat Spartans"

In an effort to stay sharp between weckend bascball games
Wednesday, Farmi arrison defeated Livonia S 4L

The Hawks, who won the Western Lakes Activities Association
championship May 25, were hosts for a Division II district tourna-
ment Saturday.

Senior Matt Zatkin (7-0) pitched the fourth inning and got the win
when Harrison seored two runs in the top of the fifth inning to break
a scoreless tie. .

Senior Tim Doig pitched the first two innings and threw just 20
pitches, two over the minimum, and struck out four.

He threw nine strikes and two balls in the first inning and struck
out the side on nine pitches in the second. .

Sophemore Andy Wingert worked the third inning for Harrison
(21-5), sophomore Mike Sachn the fifth and junior Rob Whipple the
final two innings.

Drew Stanton and Nick Vitanis had two hits apiece to lead the
Hawks offensively. Doig and Stanton had two RBI cach.

Four players hod one hit apiece for the Spartans. Pete Pinto dou-
bled and scored the Stevenson run on Gary Zielke's RBI single.
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Scoring play: ME"‘,?"S Rachel Del Corvo (6) signals to
Anna Schneider she doesn’t have to slide at home plate,
but coach Nancy Malinowski secems less certain oﬁhat.

sity next year, allowed four hits and
struck out five,

The win was Brubaker's 133rd of her
career ogainst 15 losses and puts her in
second ploce on the list for alitime prep
victorles.

Beth Daniclewicz storted for North
but left the game after being hit on her
gitching hand while batting In the bot-
tom of tha first Inning.

Chsistina Colombo finished tho game
for the Ralders, allowing 10 of 11 hits
while strlking out three and walking
one.

indsey Taub, Colombo, Stacl Russell
and Jehan Hindo had one hit apicce for
North {23-11).
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MORE INFORMATION CALL 313-206-7479 -,
. DR REGISTER ONLINE AT NKL.COM

JUNE 2-3 TROY SPORTS CENTER

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

(Lo 1o Right) Paul W, Svin, ot Angerscr, a Faat Gockcnson
LAST WEEK'S WINNER

X' Rachel Andersen X

. % Ladywood High School * Blackwell Ford K _
thinkfordfirst.oom

To submit your nomination for the High School Athlete of the Week:

1. Send us up to one page of information about the athlete’s involvement in sports,
« ity, nendemic achi andnny awards he/she has received. Include the name
of the high school and a picture of the athlete.

2. Include your name and daytime phone.

presented by
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3. Send your nomination to:

Tl WJR 760 AM EEELICIT

" Dodge @ Different. TBM. *NRNIET

LOCAL SPONSORS
93.1 DR

2100 Fisher Building, Detroit, MI 48202
Attention: Athlete of the Week — or — FAX to 313-875-1988

Tune in WJR 760 AM cach Friday at 7:40 a.m. sponsored by

o ANArTIott.

the High School Athlete of the Week announced
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and hear the Winner's Name for pigd .
e of the ®bserver & Eccentric
on Paul W, Smith'’s morning shotw. [a.
For more information on this week's athlete,
visit our web site at www.wjrnet ot Hrre Yot Comorariastiorn Rotwek™
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