NDA ANN CHOMIN

Quaint art fair
at Greenmead
has stroll appeal

Next to working in the garden and
taking Shamrock, my Irish Wolfhound
to the park to run, my favorite sum-
mer activity is visiting art fairs with
my sister Gwen. We call it “doing our
sister thing.” Sometimes we don’t buy
anything; other times we ride home
adding up how much we spent. But
we alwaya have fun.

Each of the fairs has a special

“charm and we each have reasons for
returning year after year. Art in the
Park in Plymouth offers the opportu-
nity to not only browse through hun-
dreds of booths filled with art works
but shop for jewelry and home acces-
sories that you can't find at malls or
chain stores.

‘While the Ann Arbor Art Fairs
showcaso almost triple the amount of
artista as Plymouth, this granddaddy
of street festivals does have its draw-
backs. One year I carried a heavy

steel horse

sculpture made
by a northern

Michigan artist

what seemed
like more than
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Closer to home, art fair lovers can
check out a varicty of media while
walking through the historical village
known as Greenmead in Livonia.
Sponsored by the Livonia Arta Com-
mission, Art in the Village, which
takes place Saturday-Sunday, June 9-
10, provides free parking and shuttle
service plus a historic aetting.

You can pause in the middle of dirt
roads imagining a bygone era, stroll
through volunteer-tended gardens, or
rest in the peaceful setting after visit-
ing the 170 booths in the fair.

One of our favorite things to do is
sit down and have a lemonade. Twen-
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lectra Stamelos cexpreases herself as col-

orfully in words as in paint when she

talks ubout the l'oundmg of Lhn qumn
Arts Ce in 1974,
one of her large-senle works at a gathering of
former Livonia Arts Commissioners, Stamelos
vividly recalla then Livonia Mayor Edward
McNamara calling her into his office to agk
her to join the historical commission.

Even though Stamelos had been working to
save Wilson Barn, she declfned !.he appoint-
ment ing instead that cre-
ato an arts commission to rn(so money to help
save the barn, and transform it into artist stu-
dios and a gallery. Weeks later, he gave her the
green light,

“1 felt very strongly we were a bedroom com-
munity and needed some eulture and couldn’t
find it here,” snid Stamelos. “No one 1 talked to

FTAFT ProTos bY ILLAE BoNTAG

Looking back: Electra Stamelos was one of the original members who found-
ed the Livonia Arts Commission back in 1974. Here Stamelos admires her
painting, “What's a Mute Swan Do_ing in Chicago.”

Thrnugh the years: Jo Gn/ﬁng Wltt
(left), Barbara Stewart, Electra
Stamelos, and Billie Thompson are
among the artists exhibiting ina
show featuring past and present
Livonia Arts Commissioners.

ty. Their debut project turned city hall
grounds into an arts and crafts fair.

Jazz quartet
celebrates
Father’'s Day
benefit brunch

EY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
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Paul Keller expects “Daddy’s Little Girl® to be one of
the tunes he'll be playing for the Father'a Day Jazz -
Brunch at Schoolcraft College in Livonia, It's a special
occasion for the musicians in the Keller/Kocher Quar
tet. All are first-time fathera and still enjoying all the
experiences that go with being a parent.

Keller doesn’t seem to care that his now daughter
Leah is screaming in the background during a phone
interview, Ha likes his new gig as a father. Beaides, his
wifln Mit.lhello is there to take caro of their 4-month-old
little girl

"It.a the first gig all of our entire families will be
there,” said Ketler about the annual brunch to benefit
the Michigan Jazz Festival (Sunday, July 15 at School-
craft College in Livonia). *It'a a good family event. It's
not umoky ‘There's good friends, good food and good
music. She'll be going to Jots of muuic ovents. She's
going to get more music than most

As will Cary Kocher's 3-weck-old dnughtcr Ella, and
Pote Siers (drums) and pianist Phil Kelly's toddlers
Charlic and Evan.

“It's a lot of fun even in the
midst of nll the screnming,” said
Keller who works a lot of late

. nights and weekends. He
returned the day before from
playing a jazz festival in Califor- | 3 p.m.) and music by the
nin only to play a steady Mon- Keller/Kocher Quartet
dny night gig at the Bird of Par- | Whea: Noon 1o 3 p.m.
adise in Ann Arbor. On Wednes- W:’g‘t‘m}z’m Cov
day eveninga the bassist plays | jege’s Waterman Center, |.
with the aix-piece Paul Keller 18600 um;uuy ﬂanu,
En;:mglo&t nao Firefly in Ann Elgm Mila lennln
Arbor, On Monday evenings "

Keller lends the house orchestra ;‘:r:‘:ﬁ: m‘g ':i'm’::“
at tho Bird of Paradise. Jazz Festival (Sunday,

Keller doesn’t know if Leah cl:; y elgso ’nlcsnc“n:l;;car)m
will-want to follow in his foat~
steps as a musician as long as 47'5?720 or (734) 459-
she renlizes the road can be gru-
eling.

Boogie woogie b

“I started playing boogic woogie bnss line and was
hooked,” said Keller who picked up the string bass at
12 years old and played jozz end classical music all
through junjor high and high school in East Grand
Rapids. He went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in per-
formance from the University of Michigan School of
Music in Ann Arbor where he now teaches.

“I met Cary in high school. We played in the Grand
Rapids Youth Symphony together, In 1988, we formed
the quartoet which has regularly appeared at most of
the festivals in the aren.”

Before they started the quartet, Keller took a five-
night-a-week gig with Bennie Carew and John Shea.

“I was surrounded by jnzz musicians,” said Keller. “It
became my jnzz cotlege playing with Bennie Carew
and John Shea, I learned a lot from them, the reper-
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studios and a

Plensc sce BENEFIT C5

ty-percent of the sales from J & J
Concession & Nuts goes to the South-
enst Region Committec of VSA arts of
Michigan, The committee uses tha
money to provide grants for arts ther-
apy programs for children and adults
with disabilities. The non-profit orga-
nization also puts on a {estival that
showcases more than 150 disabled

“To me it was an exciting time to put on the
very first arts and craft festival at ¢ity hall,”
said Jo Griffing-Witt who was appointed to
the arts commission in 1975, and served
through the 1980s. “It’s really grown since
then and there’s now 170 exhibitors. We were
all involved with going through and selecting
tho artiats’ work, You attend a lot of meetings.
It takes a ot of time.”

performers avery May at Wonderland gollery z‘i’ai“i.w But Griffing- Wit would do i allover again.
all in Livonia. She's never regretted joining the commission
But no matter which food booth you h“g :ﬂezgsﬁé Bretied Jomming
$o<tm: yl?u'll fecl zna: nbmltd buying and  gallery Artlsts Through the Yoars
istite ﬂfi&gi‘}mz;‘m ¥ dn will wer novr cre- | | WhatsA axibiton ofweks by bast sod esgrt Live-
go to chaifies . Vimors: Fine Sota-Sayecy e Livonta Civic Cent
. i 1 re: Fine Arts Gallery In the Livonla ic Center

Quaint fr‘:“'v“tmg Ueary, 32777 Fve Mila Road, e8st of Farmington

“Art in the Village is a Jittle more 8 . . | | Ress, Forinformetion, cal iveola's communlty
quaint than the other fairs I've been D 1 s4
to and the buildings will be open for Seasoned artlst: but
I‘?ul‘ﬂ. anid S(cephnnlo Sknmhth Dorothy Terwin, fea- 3’;1'}""‘“}1:"'3’1:?3 after Stamelos auggested it while tho two

avoma -ommissioner who tured with an oil she were taking a ceramic class together. She First-time dads: Keller/Kocher Quartet mem-
chairs the festival. “I think it's going painted nearly 10 m‘:&:‘;:m" wishes other artista had felt the same. bers-Phil Kelly (left to right), Cz?ry Kocher,
to be n good show. Half of the artiata d ¢l o develos *We had trouble finding artists to volunteer ’ f
are now this year so the public will years ago, joined the  outtadovelopa their time to serve on the commisaion,” said

following for
arts and culture
in tho

Livonia Arts Commis-
sion in 1980. She still
sketches at age 86.

families to the Father's Day Jazz Brunch to
benefit the Michigan Jazz Festival.

see a lot of new work — acrylic, water-
color, pen and pencil, landscapes, por-

Griffing-Witt. “They just wanted to paint. I
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Pete Siers and Paul Keller plan to bring their [
1

Show choir puts on pohsh for ‘A Night with the Stars’ |

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
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Alana Arsencault worka the front lino of the Rising
Star Singers like a pro. One of 16 young vocalists in a
show choir founded by Norma Atwood, Arseneault
moves to the music like she's been porforming for
yeara. That'a quite a trick at age 7. However, sho's not
nalone. All of theso rising stars shing from the polish
they recoive durlng weekly rehearanls with Atwood

on the program, except for
“Footloose.” Chad Gearig, a
professional dancer, set the
steps for this high-energy
number.

A Night with

the Stars

What: Rising Ster
Singers shine In a
3 Broadwaydike program

*I liked working with the When: 6:30 p.m. Tues-
chorcographer,” said Allison m.m s
Kirby, an 11-yenar-old student | 1on Hig
at Fiegel Elementary. Kirby Theatra, Joy and Can-
takes private voice lessons 1on Centet foads, Can-

at Village Music in Plymouth, with Atwood at Villago Music. !r‘;"k = s " t
This final run-through is in preparation for n Tues- . She'll nlso ping a solo, “So noraiatee's l?m X
day, June & concert in the Plymouth Cantor, High PEOTO BT PALERWCINY  Emotional” by Christina Aguil- 734) 3

era.*I'm really looking forward
to performing ‘Footloose’ on

Broadway bound: stmg Star Singers i
stage. I'm not nervous nbout it because we sang at i

Ashl hee (left ht), Alann Arse-
neault, Lauren Musl k race Gri; n,
and Katie Griffin rehearse like they're
preparing for Broadway instead of a
Canton concert. ~

Editor 734-953-2105

School Little Theatre. “A Night With the Stnu'will
showcase nnt onty group but solo vocal
*1 like the dancing,” said Aracneault, a atudent at

Isbister Elementary in Plymouth, *You never know
the kind of moves you're going to get.
Atwood choreographed the majority of the numbers

Mother nature: Kathy Sand-
berg, a Plymouth potter, uses
natural materials to create ﬁg-
urative wall art.

Domino's farms at Christmastime, but I get embar-
rassed dancing the solo in it.”
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