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merican tourists altered .

their vacation demands

when Janding in the beau-
tiful palm thatched roof ajrport
of Punta Cana in the Dominican
Republie,

' As tourists, they were outnum-
bered by Eurapean visitore
whoag travel desires tend to vary
from what Americans expect.
They don't ask for much; just the
beach, a simple room, a meal
and to be left alone.

iThe Dominican Republic's <
style meshes well will with Eurc-

ptons.

{Laid-back, Relaxed. Slow,
Bilingual, with very little
English, Clean and basic accom-
modations.

. \An example of life nt a Domini-
can Republic resort:

:When a desk clerk is on a per-
sonal telephone call, tourists
need to relax and wait for the
conversation to end,

:No problem. Just smile and
you'll get one in return. Try to
speak Spanish. Europcans
showed no problem with this.
Amerf did. Show pati

and be treated as a friend in this
“ldnd where merenge dance was

ijvented and culture is rich,

‘Dominicans arc cducated,
polite and lnid-back. A country
poorer than U.S,, but ne less in
pride.

‘Mixing a mild breeze with 86
degree temperatures and con-
stant sun cnhances the genuine
happincss of those who live
there. In late April wo took the
last plane for the season from
Detroit to Punta Cana — the
luah, underdeveloped resort area
on the eastern tip of the country
that borders Haiti. ’

;Punta Cana is a 25 resort
town, no hotela higher than four
stories, with a 40 mile stretch of
white sand beach lined with
egeonut palm trees. Punta Cana
lies where the stunning greon
waters of the Caribbean Sea and
Allantic Ocean mect and in April

Bring an

Simple charm

open mind, relaxed attitude to Punta Cana

Visit .
W www.mitvacations.com -

" B prepared:

water from the resorts.”

to an authentic Yoodoo house.

the chlidren become.

courtesy.

Planning your trip

8 www.dominicanrepublicpage.com

M Tip the housekeeping staff a dollar a day, and they'll flll your
room refrigerator with bottled water, beer and soda. *
W Drink only bottled water avallable at all the resorts or purified

M Bring Insect repelent, Punta Cana is environmentally friendly
meaning there aren’t a lot of pesticldes used here. We were bitten
our first day by “no-see-um’™ bugs and awoke with big welts on our
legs. After using the repellent, we had no problems.,

M Take a tour on The Monster Jeep Safari. An 8 by 8 old U.S,
Army Jeep wlll take visitors through Higuey, Into the mountalns
where guests can actually go Into the homes ofJdrlendly locals, hear
live Jocal music, sample Dominican Republic coffee, then lay by a
river In hammocks and enjoy lunch outdoors. The trlp also tock us

Waming: it also took us to a cock-fight demonstration, legal in
the country, which upset mast guests.

M Bring lots of single doller blils or toys; you'll want to give some-
thing to the young chtldren who greet you at each stop. As the day
goes on, and the deeper into the mountains you drive the poorer

8 Treat locals with respect. The Dominicans are educated —
often learning up to five languages by the time they tum 18.

M You wlll see the same waltstaff throughout the week at your
hotel's restaurants, Tip early on and you will be treated with extra-

M Learn a little Spanish; even If Just the basics. Show a little
effort to communicate and you'll make friends. .

there were few ripples and no
undertow. While tourism is the
largest industry in the country,
Punta Cana ia Jess than 12 years
old. And it'a safe.

Resorts

Punta Cana is strictly a beach
resort city. It's mellow and
charming. .

Cabs and guided tours can
take visitors to tho small but
busy city of Higuey about an
hour away where locals and
tourists together enjoy El Presi-
dente beer in outdoor verandas,
or shop in open-air markets, But
in Punta Ceona itself, daytime
choices are beach and boat relat~
ed. (For golfers, the place to visit
is the resort city of Puerta Plata,
on tha 'northern side of the
island about nine hours away.)

‘We stayed at the Villas Bavaro

Beach Resort, an all-inclusive
hotel with little pink, green and
yellow wooden buildinga nestled
amongst lush vegetation of the

" huge property. Our room was

wonderfully basic: Bed, small
refrigorator, small bathroom and
closet. Three hotels are spread
on the beautiful Bavaro property
meaning we had access to all of
its restaurants — two buffets
and a sit-down international
restaurant right on the beach —
under the stara. The pools are
stunning, surrounded by terra-
cotta-colored brick floors and
outdoor bars.

Daytime ia for sunbathing,
swimming or boat tours, We took
the riotous and papular Knotiki
boat trip where guesta snorke),
drink rum concoctions, limbo
and dance under the palm-made
roof of the huge pontoon-style

May 26 - Sept. 3
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Relaxation: A bar with a plm-tlmtclzed roof si

afterward. i
boat. Snorkeling is good, but not
as vivid as Cozumel,

At the beach, a five minute
walk from our hotel, or tram ride
away, we found enough lounge
chaira to accommodate every
guest — most being German or
French as Americans make up
lesa than 12 percent of tourists.

When the hotel shows end
around 11 p.m., most guests are
tired from the sun and go to bed.

* Some party-goers, however, walk

to the outdoor boach disco for
techno-flamenco and reggae
music, When that ends about 2
a.m, night owls take a $10 cab to
the Mangu nightclub about 10
minutcs away where music and
dancing lasts until everyone
leaves. It's the hottest nightclub
of the moment in Punta Cana.

Bavaro Beach resort in Punta Cana. Near the pool, also outdoors, is an entertain-
ment area where live bands play jazz music at dinner and upbeat Latino music

A quiet vacation

Punta Cana isn't o wild Spring
Brenk destination like Cancun,
To get anywhere outside the
resort, o bus or cab is needed.
Life is quiet at night with just a
few discos and casinos. Beaches
are relaxing for adults and chil-
dren and ectiquette is shaped by
the Eurapean tourists; meaning
mostly topless and tranquil.

And thankfully this ri
culture country is keeping its
Dominican atyle when it comes
to dining:

No American food here except
hamburgers or pizza on the
beach at lunch. Dinners are won-
derful spicy beans, rice, stewed
vegetables, fried plantain,
Mangu (mashed plantain similar
to mash potatoes) and squash
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soups. Lota of cinnamon
desserts. We had no problem
maintaining our vegetarians
diets. Carnivores, however, often
dined on geat and lamb,

Shopping

Be sure to purchase a piece of
rare jewelry made with the stun-
ning Larimar stone, that is
mined no where elsc on Earth
except this island. The beautiful
light blue opaque stone resem-
bles the color of the ocenn
waters. Set in Sterling silver, be
prepared to barter, but not like
in Cancun because prices are
already cheaper here. If they
offer $80, offer $20 less. One
American dollar is currently
with 16 DR pesos:

June 9-Sept. 30

* Sample various barbeque

: The Ewe Revue is a communlty art project featuring styllsh sheep
 designed by local artists. Discover over 40 life-size decorated
“liberglass sheep grazing throughout Downtown Rochesler plus:

Join us on Saturday, June 9th for The BAA-B-Q.

from 12 -8 pm

Westem Knliting Mill, Water Street, just 2 blocks eust of Main Street
. doights from the Fochester Mills Baer Company

« Enjoy spinning damonstrations, a sheep potting area and a wida assortment

" of wool crafts & sheop gifts hosted by Betlalres Fiber Farm of Pleasant Lake, MI

Sheep Infonmation Station, comer of Fourth & Main
« Sheep Walking Tours: 12 - 5 pm, departing every 172 hour. Last tour - 4:30 pm
» Pick up your Official Ewe Revue Event Guids, including Sheep Location Map

.- @ Offictal Ewe Revue T-Shirts & Hats for sale

4 : For more information, call the Rochester DDA
060 or visit the flock at www.thcewercvue.com
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