My home is along tho M-14 corridor that
tlinks the suburbs of western Wayne County
with the relatively undeveloped arcas of Liv-
ingaton and Washtenaw counties, Once plncidly
rural, signs of development are cropping up all
over.

The rich guy from Qakland County has just
moved into his 14,000-square-foot starter home
at the end of the
rond, complete
with a gate-
house and a jet
d'eau and a pair
of mute swans
in his pond. A
now subdivisi

OTHER OP]NIONS

;’Sprawl issues affect
the details of our lives

tion can contribute much to useful discussion of
this issue, A constructive re-framing might be
for everybody to recognizo that in many areas
growth is Inevitable, so the discussion really
ought to revolve around how best to manage the
growth that is certain to come. For lo, roy
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M Accessible

Congratulations to all the can-
didates who are running for the
Board of Education.

1 om sure a campaign takea a
lot of time and energy. Several
candidates have declared that
their professional expertise in
ﬁnl:}u such as curriculum and

death of her father.

As she and her family wel-
comed people from all “walks of
life” into their home during what
was a very personal time, we all
felt like part of her family. The
one thought that I had was...this
lady not only talks the talk, she
walks the walk. I commend her
decision to run for the Board of

and law,

friend, former stato Senator Lana Pollock, who

_ runs the Michigan Environmental Council,

talks sensibly about “smart growth” — meaning
managed growth.

Michigan's Conatitution puts a big barrierin -

tho way, We are a “home rule” state, which
means in practice that municipalities and, espe-
cinlly, townships, are free to adopt whatever
zoning ordinancea t.hu): wish, regardless of what

—complete with
an inviting pie-
ture of a country
landscape at the
entrance - is
going in just
north of two
new and truly
hideaus big
houses, com-
plete with gin-
gerbread on every available surface. And a local
family proposes to rezone their 360-acre farm to
.develop it as a trailer park.

None of this is big news to anybody who has
looked around recently. Dirt is being scraped
overywhere you look, whether it's for o new sub-

i division or mall or merely a trophy mansion. .

The pressure of development has led to much

Phil Power

their i gl happen to do. That
means that a 200-acre shopping mali can be
plunked down next to a doterminedly rural
township, and there’s nothing anybody can do

about it.

House S; Rick Joh by backg: d
a farmer from northern Michigan, has proposed
a sories of that would di plan-

ning among neighboring government units. Ho
deserves a lot of credit for willingness to break
loose from a mind-set that places private selfe
interest over community values. While the Leg-
islature is looking at that suggestion, some
attention should alse be given to immunizing
zoning boards against frivolous lawsuita
brought by deep-pocketed developers whon
things don't go their way.

" Lastly, there are certain areas of the state
that simply should be preserved from develop-
ment, The Michigan Nature Conservancy, at

: hand-wringing about “sprawl” and
mind-numbing discussions about how to combat
it. On the one hand are the pro-development
folks, who never aaw a dovels 1

31,000 bers one of the largeat conservation
organizations in the state, is in the process of R

and di g will assiat
them in their boord role.

It is not the duty of a school
board member to advise, or
micromanage in the day-to-day
operations of a district.

Yes, we need our board mem-
bera to be accessible. Pam Chris-
tian, a retired registered nurse,
in the only candidate who can, -
and will, give har compl

...she will be great for
the district and the communi-
ty...I am certainly voting on
Monday, June 11. *

Karen Moody
Farmington Hills

I Action oriented

Pam Chnrlu:t:on-lqonl isan

attention to the education of our
community’s children.

Alicia Anderson

Farmington Hills

Hl Backs Christian

1 am writing to express my
support for Pam Christian in her
campaign for election to the
Farmington Board of Education.
I have known the Christians
since they moved to Farmington
Hills, and have seen the many
ways Pam has supported our
district at both individual school
and community levels.

Her background, drive, encrgy,
and intenso desire to do the
right things to improve our chil-
dren's c(!pcaﬁon make her an

unveiling a p at
ding to hard

thoy didn't like, Trumpeting elogans about pri-
vate property righte and sneering at tree-hug-
gers, thoy reflexively support any proposed
el " bly with a rationalized

*subsidy “to gain revenue for the local tax base.”

" On the other side are anti-development folks
who nover saw a development thoy didn't hate. -

‘ Chanting slogans about preserving farmland
and green space, they fight losing battle after
losing battle ns spraw] encroaches daily on
diminishing rural areas, - '

Caught in the middle aro local governments,

; especinlly zoning nuthorities, who have master

plans and an abligation to follow them but who
aroe terrified of being sued to the breaking point
should they deny developers the rezoning or use

- permita they scek.

.. Here are three starting points for a common-

sense approach to this tangled subject.
Plainly, neither the automatic pro-develop-

ment nor the reflexive anti-development posi-

ific analy-
i, The C v works with land
who wish to place a “conservation easement” on
their property, thereby proventing development
for all time. It also helpa fund outright land pur-
choses and find conservation buyers who are
propared to buy and protect threatened arcas,

Obviously, issues of sprawl are complicated,
intensely local and often very difficult to
resolve, They deserve higher priority in Michi-
gan's public policy and political circles, if only
because they affect so profoundly the intimate
details of how we all live our livea,

Phil Power is a member of the board of
the Michigan Nature Conservancy and
chairman of HomeTown Communications
Network Inc., the company that owns this
newspaper. He welcomes your comments,
either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047, Ext,
1880, or by e-mail at ppower@homecomm.
net
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to the
school board. Please join me in
voting for Pam Christian next
month,
X Joey Lebovic
Farmington Hills

B Walks the walk

acti i cur-
rently working in public educa-
tion, Since I have come to know
Pam, [ have been able to discuss
many issues surrounding my
children's educational welfare in
the Farmington Hills Schools
and she has been a great consul-.
tant to me,

She ia not afraid to take issue
with things outside the norm in
the educational arena and to
givo good sound advice. With her
busy schedule, she still has time
to be active in her children's
schools. I commend her.

Annette Crowe
Farmington Hills

W Dedicated

As the youngest of my four
children graduated from North
Farmington High School on June
3, I couldn’t help but reflect on

- the teachers and administrators

who have touched my children's'
lives over the past 11 years at
North Farmington.

Over the years, T have met and
worked with many parents in
volunteer positions. None have

) ore dedicati

I had the pl of meeting
Pam Christian, a candidate for
school board several years ago at
a Multi-Cultural Multi-Racial
forum.

Her warm-hearted honesty
and willingness to listen to
views, that may not necessarily
have been her own, with respect
was remarkable. Upon leaving,
she gave me her address and
told mie to visit one day. A year
later, I yisited her during the
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to
the youth of our community than
John Goshorn.

John has stepped up as o leadt
er on numerous occasions; he
tackled each job with enthusi-
asm and scemingly endless ener-
gy. His awn family and our
youth are always at the fore-
front. John has known and
worked with the youth of our
community for many years. He
understands the isaues facing
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our educational system, and 1
am confident that he is interest-
ed in working for what is best for
the students of our community.

I want to see people on the
achool board who will make car-
ing, intelligent decisions regard-
ing the future of our schools.
John Goshorn is that kind of
person, and [ strongly urge your
support in the clection,

CaroleAnn Wilder
Farmington Hills

B Support millages

One June 12, voters will be
asked to go to the polla to vote
on two millage renewals for pub-
lic education in our community.

Currently, we are very fortu-
nate to have an exceptional high
quality education for children
from preschool through commu-
nity college. The millage for the
Farmington District Schools is 2
renewal that constitutes the
’z_nnjqr portion of their entire

{Ti.1

'The renewal for Oakland Com-
munity College is equivalent to
one third of their annual operat-
ing and maintenance support.
Keep the Farmington Area in
the forefront education.

Lend your support and vote
Yes on both renewals.

Jan C. Dolan
Farmington Hills

W Family history

In the last part of June, the
family and the city of Lehi,
Utah, are honoring its founder,
David Evans. His parents, Israel
Evans (born 1770) and Abigail
Alexander were some of the
early settlers in Chatham and
were buried in Farmington Hills.

Our family names are Israel
Evans, Abigail Alexander, Mra.
Mulhelland, Mrs. A.C. Mess,
Mrs. §.T. Mertit, Mrs. S.E. Lock-
wood, Maude Evans, Harry
Evens, Charley Evans, and
Husted Evans, Nancy Dolsen.
Jessie Evans, John Traxler Mer-
ritt, the Sweet and Daniels fami-
1y. We arc making a great scarch
for moare history about this fami-
ly. Please cantact me as soon as
possible

Mrs. Gordon Nebeker
Lander, Wyoming
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