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St Dunstan’s presents' e A Xtrvagza

BY BDMBON DARGAY

! Chris Steinmayer will arrange
amgn lights.

Stage manager, Tim McGee,
will make sure the sound, props
and set aro ready.

. And the rest of the crew and
¢ut will keep a wary on thoe sky,

. Sound, stage and cloud check,

. 1t's all in an evening’s work for
thu crew of St. Dunstan’s The-
atro Guild as it performs its final
— and outdoor — show of the
season, La Cage aux Folles,

. “Even if it's cold out here, the
crew doesa't fecl it,” McGee said,
*It's just the rains that bothers

you.

The U.S. Weather Service pre-
dicts good news today, Friday
and Saturday for the community
theater troupe and ita audience.

They can look for dry weather
and temperatures that will slow-
1y slip from the 604 into the 40s,

Ticket-holders enter the Cran-
brook grounds through a gate
adjacent to St. Dunstan’s play-
house on Lone Pine Road,
between Cranbrook and Lahser

roads.

It's a short hike to the Greek
Theatre, with its half-circle of
back- and bottom-numbing stone
seats. St. Dunstan’s offers each
viewer a portable stadium-style
cushion to make the outdoer
experience at least a little cushy.

But it can't control the temper-
ature, humidity, insects and
stray sounds. And that's what
seta the annual outdoor produc-
tion apart from tha rest of St,
Dunatan's showa,

You never know what to
expect on or ofl stage.

“We did Music Man one year
and it was se cold during
rchearaala that we had coats on,
And when the show opened, it
was B5 degrees at night — hot,
humid, sticky — and we had
long slecve dresses, leather
gloves, hats,” recalls Chris Pag-
nucco, La Cage assistant direc-
tor. “And then this bee came.

*“We had these big hats on. I
literally had a bee in my bon-
net,” she laughed,

The crew sprays for bugs in
hot, muggy weather, but cun't

‘What: A musical comedy

Bloomfield Hilis

L Cage aux Folles

Who: St. Dunstan‘s Theatre Gulld of Cmnbvonk

‘When: 8:30 p.m., today and S p.m., Fridoy and Saturday
‘Where: The outdocr Greek Theatre on the grounds at Cranbrook
Educational Community. Enter through St. Dunstan’s Theatre at
400 Lons Pine Road, betwaen Cranbrook and Lahler roads, In

Admisslon: Tickets ere $15 for adults and 312 for senlor citizens
and students, Call (248) 844-0527 - .

eliminate the frog chorus that
sometimes croanks its way
through dialogue and song after
hopping into the reflecting pool
that separates the stage and the
old bathhouse used as a dressing
area and prop room.

“Cranbrook has alumni par-
ties, usunlly on one of the week-
ends and they have a band, so
cvery 8o often, our orchestra and
their band are in sync, so to
speek,” Pagnucco noted. “You
never know. You just never
know what will happen. An air-
plane comes over and drowns us
out. We've had dogs running
through.”

And Pagnucco has seen her
share of wide-eyed visitors who
stray from Cranbrook House and
its gardens into the Greck The-
atre during Sunday rehearsols.

“They'ro out looking at flowers
and they happen onto the
Greek,” she said, laughing at the
thought. “They sce a bunch of
people on stage in drag and they
must wonder, ‘Where am 17

Transformation
8t. Dunstan's transforms the

stage into a St. Tropez nightclub
o.:nIILed L‘n. Cagu uux“Fol!ca,

y
ham resident, plays George, the
club owner, and Jamie Richards
of Birmingham is Albin, George's
long-time lover and the club’s
star drag queen, ZeZn, A half
dozen or so burly men don wigs,
feathers, panty hose and dresses
to play the drag chorus, known

as Cagelles.
When George’s son, (from his
one heterosexual fling),
his t to

to “play it straight,” with hilari-
ous results,

St. Dunstan’s bills the musical
88 an “eye-popping extravagan-
za,” with an epic-sized cast and
crew.

Cast and crew

“There are 30 people in the
cast and I have 12 people back
stage every night just for scene
changes,” McGee said. “There
are four costume péople back
stnge. You've got hand props,
which is two or three people.
With 30 cast members, there
probably are 64 crew people.”

Each Cagelle also haa his or
her own backstage dresser.

“It's a city. And nobody can be
scen oxcept for the cnst. Once
people nro on stage, nobody else
can move,” Pagnucco said.

The crew lights a path for
actors walking from the costume
house to the atage, but McGee
says erew members and many
actors aimply feel their way
through the blackness when
lights go out between scenea,

“You do it pretty much in
black out. We've got radio head
sets on, but we do it pretty much
through a sense of feel.”

The crew nasembles nearly two *

hours beforo show time to set
lights, check sound and put
props and set in order behind
atage.

“Thia theater is challenging
because of the lack of electricity,”
Steinmayer said, *We have
power from Edison, but we have
just a few circuits, The nature of
the theater and the distance we
have to throw the light becomes
a chall B

the daughter of a narrow-minded
politician, George and Albin try

Sound is a tad casicr. The
actors wear wireless micro-

June 9-Sept. 30

‘The Ewe Revue Is a community art project featuring stylish sheep
deslgned by local artists. Discover over 40 life-size decorated
fiberglass sheep grazing throughout Downtown Roclester plus:

Join us on Saturday, June 9th for 'rhe BAA-B-Q,

from 12 - 8 pm

" western Knitiing Mill. Water Street, just 2 blocks east of Main Street
« Sample varlous barbeque delights from the Rochester Miis Beer Company
* Enjoy spinning demonsirations, & shesp patting area and a wida assortment
of wool crafts & sheep gifts hosted by Bellaires Fiber Farm of Pleasant Laka, MI

Sheep information Statlon, comer of Fourth & Main

« Sheep Walking Tours: 12 ~ 5 pm, departing every 1/2 hour, Last tour - 4:30 pm
o Pick up your Official Ews Revue Event Guide, mmsmptmmmp
 Official Ewe Revue T-Shirts & Hats for sale

Sponsored by:

/) B

ensoclates

For more Information, call the Rochester DDA
I* at 248/856-0060 or vislt the flock at www.thecwerevue.com

' @hsmcrg%.;,
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phones, but Steinmayer notes
that Greek theaters are known
for good acoustica.

“You definitely need to project.
But stand right here,” he said,
moving to a position in front of
the orchestra pit, “And listen to

yourself, You can hear yourself
whisper.”

Actors learn to avoid areas of
the main stage where sound
dendens, playing havoc with
voice projection.

“Rain is a four-letter word to

us,” Pagnuceo said. “One year it
rained on closing night. It was so
bad that they went inside and
invited the audience into the
theater, The cast just sang the
songs.

nature preserves.

o.5pe

Gat awoy from the crowds, Bleycle along
Istand shoreline, through woodiands and

beaches. Discover over 30 species of blids,
unusuo! plant fife, wildfiowers, ond natural
habitats, Vislt quaint inns and B&B's, Camp
under the stars. Tour the Internationally
fomous wine reglon and histore landmarks,
Dive for shipwrecks dating back to 1800.

facular spring birding season

Stroll  cleon, sandy

Ferry Service from Kingsvilie or Leamnington, Onfario.
Only 45 minutes ifrom downlown Delroif.
Ferry Service. aiso avaiiabie from Sandusky, Ohlo.

1.800.661. 2220
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NEWSPAPERS

COMPUWARE

PLYMOUTH

SUMMER FESTIVAL
Compuware Arena

JUNE 14-17

Arts G

Culinary
Delights by

Jill Jack
Thornetta
Davis
Mudpuppy

Carnival

Opens Daily at Noon

Crafts

Ginopolis Parthenon

Amazing Jack e Lovely the Clown

Brothers Grooue Forbes Brothers
fri 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm e Sat 1:00 pm - 10:00 pm

FREE Entertainment

HOTUINE: 734-459-9157 » www.wattsupinc.com -

$2 OFF

ride wristband
June 14 withthisadl
Fri Noon - 9:00 pm

Sat Noon - 9:00 pm '
Sun Noon - 4:00 pm

s
o

Black Market
Sunny 6irl &
the UU Rays




