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Bliddhlstgroup us art to educateklds

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
, BYAFY WRITER

¢ As an adult, mest people
»understand they have certain
'hnmc human righta. But many
‘children don't realize they have
: any rights at all.

© Treasuring the Futurc: Chil-
dren's Rights-and Realities
allows children to expericnce the
‘harrowing realities children
around the world face - from
poverty, hunger and homeless.
ness to child labor and war.

It also teaches children thoy do
have rights and that many
adults care about protecting
those rights.

The exhibit is sponsored by
Soka Gakkai International-USA
{SGI-USA), an American Bud-
dhist movement that prnmntcs

whom they were born, sex, reli-
gion or socinl order.

“The exhibit basically spells
out these rights for children,”
said Linda Brooks, exhibit chair.

Brooks is one of several SGI
members and mothers who orga-
nized the exhibit's arrival in
Detroit, the 23rd city to host the
educational exhibit which has
been to South Africa and Guam.

“It's celebrating and commem-
orating and promoting this UN
document,” Brooka said.

Learn as you play

Divided into upper and lower
panels, the lower half of the
exhibit is interactive allowing
children to learn their rights as
they play., The upper half fea-
tures photographs, pertinent
qunlntmns children 8 art and

peace, cultural and ed
exchanges.

The exhibit was designed and
crentcd by SGI 's Youth Peace
Ce

poetry, &

Tréésurlhg the Future:
Children's Rights and Realities

‘What: A free exhibit ofwn to the public.
When: June 16-24; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 1-5 p.m.

Sundey.
Where: The

Kirby Streat in Datrolt.

ot P Detrolt, 111 E.

For ‘more Informatlon: cau (248) 354-0770 or online at www. kid-

srights.org

Large groups anandlny the exhibit and anyone wishing to attend
any of the workshops or discussions are asked to call The intema-
tional Institute at (313) 871-8600.

this exhibit because we believe
in it,” said Richard Thibodeau,
Internntional Institute director.
“It broadons the view of our
young people in metro Detroit. It
hclpn cverybudy to

through a penny drive at 50
Michigan schools,

“There’s only two lasting lega-
cies we can leave to our children
- one is roote — the other is

maps and technical data,

“The text ia very moving,”
Brooks aaid. *It has quotes from
hildren around the world -

effort by
youths nnhnnwndm Inspired by
the 1980 United Nation's docu-
ment, Convention on the Rights
of the Child, which spells out the
rights to which every child is
entitled regardless of where or to

1 st 1,

The of

what's } ing to the yurld
Incrensing understanding is a
gon! of the Institute, which pro-
vides diversity programs, social
aervlceu. serves u a eammunlty

an

M litan Dotroit is p: di,
space “for tho freo exhibit which
focuses on the infinite hope and
potential of children’s lives.
“We've reserved that space for

legal ho1p for immi-
grunts and.much more. The
Institute recently helped raige
over $22,000 to benefit the
earthquake victims in India

wings,” said.
Treasuring the Future: Chil-
dren's Rights and Rcalities will
also feature discusaions, work-
shops, and arts and crafts high-
lighting topica including: conflict
ruuo}lfution, challenges facing

“Wo really want kids to leave
there with a sense of empower-
ment,” Brooks said, “What [
think ia going to be very interest-
ing ia Victory Over Violence.”

Brooks d the

Schryer will be speaking on
conflict resolution June 18 from
9:30-10:30 a.m. for first and sec-
ond graders and 10:30-11:30
a.m. for third and fourth
graders. Shc !en:hea children to

und 1 diffe

at the University of
focuses on the reality thnt tens-
ing and bullying, if left unad-
dressed, can turn into life altur-

.ing acts of violence. This is evi-

dent when the Pioncers of Peace
take the stage. This group of
young adults from Detroit
became physically challenged
due to acts of violence.

*It was just so moving,” Brooks
said of the U of M presentation.
“We chose to end the exhibit
with this presentation because
we really thought it was an
important thing."

Gretchen Schryer couldn't
agree more,

A conflict resolution worker
for People’s Community Services
of Metro Detroit, Schryer works
1o prevent violence in Hamtram-
ck olementary schools and
Detroit middle schools, The orga-

ion also !emnr nnd

toda: ) Lu‘r , gang

and
communication, violence and
diversity.

youth
abuse program at the locul jml
and much more.

* and similarities, anger manage-

ment and listening and commu-
nications skills by using stories
with young children and interac-
tive role playing with older kids.

Making an impact

“It’s an attempt for this agency
to make an impact in terms of
the kids being nble to resolve
their differences,” Schryer said.

In a community like Ham-
tramek with many different cul-
turea and familiea who don't
spenk English at home, conflict
resolution is crucial to harmony,
she said.

“Anytime you have those kinds
of differences you tend to have
accentuated conflicts,” Schryer
#nid. “The kids are so receptive
to this information and I think
that speaks to the importance of
the topic. It mlght be the only,
opportunity in their life where
someone talks to them about
understanding anger . ..*

Sol LeWitt artwork to enhance wall at BBAC

M The wall drawing of a large red rectangle on a
purple backdrop Is the first time Sol LeWitt has
explored the Idea of using that particular geo-

BY LANA MV
LMINIQOEHOMECOMM.NET

wall i

explored the iden of using that
particular geometric shape with
those specific colors in acrylic
paint. Lnst week, hia longtime

by influentinl contemporary
artist Sol LeWitt was expected to
be completed in the Commons
Gallery at the Birmingham
Blt‘)iomﬁeld Art Center this week-
end.

The enhancement of what was
just a white wall at the BBAC on
Cranbrook, south of Maple, was
made possible by a contribution
from Bob & Maggic Allescc —

John Hogun was at the
BBAC execcuting the iden.
LeWitt ia currently in Europe
and was not at the center during
the process.

And LoWitt's absence during
the installation is part of his phi-
losophy.

Conceptual artist

As a conceptunl nmst LeWitt,
| Western

who've also recently
to a Marshall Fredericks sculp-
‘ture there.

% “We are so honored to have
ithia work by such a premiere
'Arnen:nn artist,” Janet Torno,
:v:xocuhve director of BBAC said.
1*It's an important picce for v.he
'BBAC and for the

beliefs that the artist’s touch is
what's honorable. Instead,
LeWitt's style shows that the
concept is of equal importanco, if
not more. Wall Drawing #975
Isometric Qutline was LeWitt's
iden, and Hogan followed specific
directions in its execution,

The wall drawing of a large
sred rectangle on a purple back-
$drop is the first time LeWitt has
:

“C 4 are honored for
their idens, they are not expect-
ed to actually perform the sonata
they create ... LeWitt uses the

metric shape with those specific colors In acrylic

paint.

same ideas in his art.

“For LeWitt it's about the
inteltectunl exploration of an
idea — that the idea, if pure,
atands on it’s own.” Hogan
explained. “He isn't intereated
in the end of result of controlling
the emotions of the viewer, but
rather the learning process of a
concept, rather than the artist’s
touch.”

As Hogan explained, one can-
not be n contemporary artiat or
admirer today without sceing
how LeWitt’s works and ideas fit
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in. Since #975 is a new concept,
Hogan said he expects LeWitt to
cventually come to Birmingham
to view it,

Hogan was firm to say that
although LeWitt wasn't at the
BBAC, the artist still had full
control of the work. Hogan does
not include any personal expres-

sions or ideas into LeWitt's work
— ho leaves that for his own cre-
ative pursuits on his own time.

LeWitt's art is also not about
permancnce.

*Some picces will remain for-
ever, but if some are not, it's
okay,” Hogan said. “Because the
goal was to introduce and
explore an idea.”

Tyree Guyton

Hogan’s words sbout perma-
nenee came at an ironic time, As
he discussed that concept,
Dctmlls own Tyree Guywn nluo

d an idea in Birmi
last week that isn't permanent.

Guyton, the creator of the Hei-
delberg Project, brought his col-
arful polka dots to n house at 155

Knox, off Maple Read east of
Woodward, that is soon to be
demolished. The newly dotted
house is Guyton's way of intro-
ducing the need for diversity in
suburban areas.

LeWitt was born in Connccti-
cut in 1928 and received his BFA
from Syracuse University. His
first wall drawing was conceived
in 1968 in New York's Pauln
Cooper Gallery. While he con-
ceives a plan, and a set of
instructions, he only han o hand-
ful of assistants who exccute
those ideas. Hogan is one of
them who has worked on hun-
dreds of LeWitt's ideas. The
BBAC picce was expected to take
six days to complete.

The BBAC is at 1618 S. Cran-
brook Road in Birmingham.

Run Registration Form.

EVENT/ TIMES:

8th ANNUAL TRIPLE:
ENTRY FEES:

FAMILY FEES:
* $15 Parent

OFFICIAL PLYMOUTH YMCA R

» 7:30 a.m., Kid Jog {ages 5-6)
« 8:00 a.m., 1 Mile Run/Walk .
* 8:45 a.m., 10K Run

PLYMOUTH
22nd Annual YMCA Run

Fathers’s Day

Sunday, jJune 17, 2001

Call 734-2904 for further information or drop in at 248 South Union and pick up a

= Run &ll three races (1 mile, 5K and 10K)

+ $10 Kid Jog/Kid Trot-——($12 after June 9)
= $18 1 Mile, 5K, 10K Run or Walk —($20 after June 9)
* $25 Triple—($30 after June 9) -~

» 38 per child up to age 16
Family rate applies to four or mere runners in the same !mmedmle
family. All entries must be sent in together.
RACE PACKETS: Pre-registered may pick up packets at the YMCA omce on
Saturday, June 16, noon to 3:.00

145 a.m., Kid Trot {ages 3-4)
15 a.m., 5 K Run/Walk
« 10:00 a.m., Diaper Dash (ages 1-2 FREE)

ENTRY FORM
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Tan? No Problem!
ENY has the Newest Technology.
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ARMS, LEGS, BACK NOW 40% OFF*
BIKINI, UNDERARMS, FACE 30% OFF*
Our axciusive FotoFacial™ uses

Lasers, Light and More for

amazing skin rejuvenation.

FotoFacial Packages LELEIUXI
«This Sale Ends June 1611 FREE PERSONAL CONSULTATION

it you have
e summer
ot tooking

CALL Now!
248-865-2800

40% OFF"

Microdermabration Faclal
Mulli-visit facisi packeges 15% off.
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[ Yes. 1 will donate to the YMCA Buiiding Fund
h S.

[ Yos. 1 will donate to tha "Y* Invest in Youth.
S.




