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y“{irst thought was,

den and memorial are free, but

there is a small admission fee

(well worth itl) for the Japanese
ardens.

One oﬂ.hu most popular activi-

ow, the
really weren’t ¢ crazy for
traveling all the way here.”

Nestled on the banks of the
Willamette River, and known as
the City of Bridges, Portland is
once again becoming a prime
migration point for vacationers.

You can't pump your own
gasoline, for environmental rea-
sons, The maximum highway

~--apeed is 56 mph in most areas.
(This is a good thing. You don't
want to miss any scenery.)

I found the most distinguish-
ing characteristic of Portland to
be the pleasure of exploring the
.¢ity on foot, The streots are

late and the buildi

downtown aren’t tall enough to
prevent sunlight from finding its
way in. Rated one of the ’l‘op 10
best walking towns in the
nation, by Walking Magazine,
Portland offers o safe, friandly
atmosphere and wonderful sight-
sceing opportunities.

For eco-tourists, Portland pro-
vides many opportunitics to
marvel at the beauty of the
Pacific Northwest. Also known
a8 the City of Roses for its rose-
friendly climate, Portland hosts
‘a 26-dny Rose Festival in June,
which includes a floral parade,
air show and arts festival,

One of the more traditional
attractions is the Portland Inter-
national Rose Test Garden in
Washington Park, One of the
nation’s oldest and largest rose
test gardens, it is truly a fenst
for the eyes — 4.5 acres of rosea
on the steppes of a garden, and a

. apectacular view of Mount Hood.

Day trips
Washington Park itself has

many walking trails, and in’

addition to the rose garden, is

ties for enter

is exploring the enormous Satur-
day Market in downtown Port-
land which features many forms
of art, jewelry, apecialty foods
and street performers, For those
interested in general shopping,
Pioneer Square Mall just blocks
away offera four levels of popular
clothing and merchandise stores.

There are many opportunities
for great doy trips outside the
city.

When visiting the Columbin
River Gorge, take the Columbin
River Scenic Highway, This his-
toric thoroughfare winda its way
over the cliffs and down to tho
river, offering breathtaking

«views of the valley from the
edges of the gorge. Lush virgin
forests tower on all sides of the
highways, and besaltic cliffs
sprout nearly 70 freshwater falis
down their grizzled, moss-cov-
ered sides,

Also for gorge-goers, Multnom-
ah Falls {s a must-sce. Take in
the view from the bridge, or hike
one mile to the very top of the
falls on a winding trail with no
guardrails. Tip No. I: Don't wear
sandals when climbing,

And as n roward for hiking
miles uphill, treat yourself to the
aeven-course World Famous
Farm Breakfast at the historic
Columbia Gorge Hotel, The near
century-old villa-style hotel is
perched just above its own natu.
ral waterfall on tho Columbia
River. Tip No. 2: Don’t try climb-
ing Multnomah Falls after the
seven-course breakfast.

The Qregon coast is less than
two hours west of the city. I via-
ited Cannon Beach, whero the
more adventurous con tiptoe
between piles of stepping stones
to stand beside the trademark

home to the J. Gardens

and Vietnam Veterans Living
Memorial. Visiting the rose gar-

|HOT MEADOW BROOK NIGHT...
1 COOL JAZZ SOUNDS]
WIN TICKETS TO SEE_

Tip No. 3: Be mindful of the

tide. I was rather lurprucd to
find myself waterlogged to the

shins as I dawdled over which’

rocks to step on.

My first visit to Portland took
place two days after a magnitude
6.8 earthquake struck the Seat-
tle/Portland area in late Febru-
ary. In fact, some of the windowa
at Seattle-Tacoma International
Alrport had besn replaced by

tarps and wooden boarda from

the damage,

Much to my disappointment,
there were no aftershocks during
my trip, but it was rather cerie
to' see Tsunami Evacuation
Route signs along the coast. The
rugged terrain in parts of Ore-
gon ecan make for rather treach-
eroua travel, and many cars have
studded tires and snow chains
for protection.

Mount St. Helens

For a slightly longer but fasci-
nating day trip, journey to
Mount St. Helens, visible from
the city and lics just across the
river in Washington, We drove
directly into the blast zone, and
up toward the massive volcanoe
amidst acres of fallen trees
atripped bare in the catastrophic
May 1880 eruption. Scars from
volcanic mudflows that ravaged
the Toutle River Valley ara still
widely visible.

Other tips

Something to bring on your
trip:

A taste for microbrew. Port.
land hosts the Orcgon Brewers
Festiyal in July, and is known
f(;l' its large variety of becrs and
ales.

Something to leave at home:

Michiganspenk. Oregon is Ore-
gin (the “g” is pronounced like
‘gueat’) .. not Ore-gahn.
Willamette is Wil-LOM-met ...
not Willa-Met.

For more information on Port-
land, visit www.pova.com.

SANBORN

JUNE 26 - 8 PM

It’s easy! Sond o posicard with your name, address, email oddress and a day time phona
number to: David Sanborn Contest, The Palace of Aubuen Hills, 2 Championship Drive, Aubum Hills,
M| 48326. Ten winners, chosen ot random, will each win a pair of tickets to see David Sanbarn ot
Meodow Brook Music Festival on June 26. Al entries must be received by Thursday, June 21. Winners
| will be notified on Friday, June 22. Employees and immediate family bers of Palace Sports ond
Entertainment ond The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers are not eligible.

ON SALE NOW! ormryzan

Buy tickets at [AICCIIPE.COM, The Palace Box Office and all tickce tevsirs toF

Charge {248) 645-6666.

Breathtaking vlews: Dan and-I at Multnomah Falls in the Columbia River Gorge,
Oregon in March. The view from Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument in
Washington.The Toutle River Valley near St. Helens.
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June 16 & 11

Saturday 10am - 6pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm
freted by o falaceflet.com

CHAR TERBEEST

JOHN & SCOTT BERRY

PAULA DESJARDINS

JAN DORER

ON THE GROUNDS OF MEADOW BROOK MUSIC FESTIVAL AT OAKLAND UNIVERSITY —
A JURIED OUTDOOR FESTIVAL FEATURING MORE THAN 150 ARTISTS

ADMISSION : $1 DONATION TO CHARITY




