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Fire numbers drop, losses increase

BY JON1 HUBRED
BTAYY WRITER
jhubred®oc.homecomm.not

While the number of fires in
Farmington Hills dropped by
more than 8 percent in 2000, the
value of the devastation thay
caused increased by about the
same amount,

According to the Fire Depart-

ment's annual report, presented .

to Hills Council members on
May 24, firefighters responded
to 200 structure fires, compris-
ing a total dollar loss of
$3,224,960, The largesat drop
occurred in car fires, down 33.34
pereent from 1989,

“This is pure speculation, but
the economy’s up, and when
times are good, you don’t have ag
many,” Chief Richard Marinucci
8aid of the drop in car fires.

The year's largeat fire losa
occurred Feb, 17, at a home on
Drake Road. Investigators deter-
mined the cause of the blaze,
which resulted in $307,000 in
damoge was arson. Another fire
had occurred there in 1999, and
the Department r ded once

gation, Marinucci said.

But the vast majority of calls -
63 porcent — are responses to
personal injury uccldoms or

for medical
Of the ncnrly 4,000 responses to
illness or injury, 3,616 patients
were transported to area hospi-
tals. Most went to Botsford,
William Beaumont or Provi.
dance, the report indicated.

Four fire rescue vehicles,
which carry fire suppression
equipment (water, foam and 2
limited amount of hose) as well
as having the capability of
paramedic units, were placed
into service last year. With fire.
fighters now trained paramedics
as well, the vehiclea give them
the capacity to respond to virtu-
ally any type of emergency.

“They’'re working out quite
well,” Marinucci commented,
“They're doing what we expected
‘them to do.”

The report indicated the city’s
call volume atretched the emer-
gency medical services system to
m hmn. Bnck to-back calls
times for

more in 2000.
The case is still under investi-

CEMS, which contracts with the
city to pravide ambulance ser-

vice, so Hills units were used
over 300 times (8.2 percent of
the total 3,992 calls) for patient
transporta,

In 2000, the department han.
dled 66 hazardous materials

him Thursday.

spills ond one chemical emor-
gency, as well as 30 incidents
wherein carbon monoxide detec-
tors indicated a significant
nmount of the poisonous gas in
19 instances.
Among the year's h

M Acquisition of new Self-Con-
tained Breathing Apparatus (to
replace outdated equipment)
and three thermal imaging cam-

An alleged car th‘lnl‘ was really in the dog-
house after Farmington Hills Police officers
g;hn Piggot and Jeff King pursued and arrest-

The two officers were following up on a traffic
when a police dispatcher gave the
description of a stolen vehicle being
H.A. Smith Lumber on Grand River toward
Detroit. When they spotted the vehicle, they
dogged the suspect near Grand River and
Seven Mnln Road, attempting a traffic stop. ,

“ﬂea, the suspect sped up into
a nearby residential area, then tried to escape
on foot, In bloodhound-like fashion, Piggot and
King tracked the man between homes until a

Alleged car thief ends up in the dog house

neighbor poLnted toward a doghouse, which the

suspect had ente:

driven from

son to ‘paws’”

According to polico, the 18-year-old Detroit
man was collared there. Hills Chief Bill Dwyer
was quick to point out the department is
elways pleased to be nble to return stolen prop-
erty, and in this case, he was particularly grati.
fied no residents, officors or pets were injured.

Assistant Chief Martin Bledsoo had this to
say; “Flsa-ing the puhce can put you in the dog-
house. This lhwld give future car thieves rea-

Police are socking felony warrants against
the suspect for car theft, flecing and eluding
police and resisting and obztructing officers.

eras, one of which was provid
by local car dunlershipl,

@ Operation Life Safety
Awards for no fire deaths and

Beauty from page Al

three fully d fire sta-

tions; awards. A ceremony is planned beautification ission, sald isgion by getting the word
B Collecting 309 pints in two for Oct. 25 at the Costick Centor. she's excited about the nommn- out about the contest in its regu-

American Red Croas blood In a departure from past prac- tion process. lar newalotter. ‘The chamber also

drives; an

B Two teams, placing 2nd and
4th overall, participated in the
2nd Annual Extrication Learn-
ing Symposium and Team Com-
position held at Henry Ford
Community College.

CAMPUS PIPELINE

SUBMARINE TEAM

. Lawrence Technological Uni-
versity engineering student Dan
Dressler of Farmington Hills is
part of a team testing a human-
powered submarine for the
International Human-Powered

Submarine Races June 11-16 in
Bethesda, Md.

Based on some oarlior tests,
the team believes thefr sub,
Aqua Snpien, has o chance to set
a world speed record at the ISR.
Inside the submarine, the driver

has one inch of clearance around

‘his body, He must paddle and

steer the vehicle while lying on
his stomach.

Check out the race Web site at
www.isrsubrace.org.

tice, the commission is basing
awarda on nominations from the
public, aaid Marie Donigan, com-
misaion liaison, She works for
the city's planning department.
Categories includelcommer-

“I think it's wonderful,” she

a list of busi to

said. “We should have gone to it
fore.”

From a 1 stand

the city.
On the form, nominators must
list the p: to be judged, its

Hunt said she's a sucker for cre-
ative, colorful landscaping dis-
plays, ing of primarily

cial/retail, office,
entrance, apartment entrance,
condominium entrance, place of
worship, shopping center, indus-
try, building renovation and
organization.

In the past, commission mem-
bers would drive around and
pick the award winners them-
selves, That became an over-
whelming task.

“This is a huge city and it’s
relatively unwieldy,” Donigan
seid. “(The commission) just
thought that after 16 years it
was time for a change, This will
the people in the com-
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muni ty to get involved.”
Jan Hunt, chairwoman of the

flowers,

“It’s like Jooking at a pieco of
art,” she said,

Last year's big winner, taking
the Chamber of Commerco
Award, was the Shell Statien at
Northwestern and Middlebelt.

A chamber award is being
given out this year as well. Car-
leigh Flaherty, execuhvn direc-
tor of the Fi

addreas, ZIP cede, main cross
roeds, a contact name and an
nddress,

The deadline for receiving
nomination forms ia June 80,
They may be mailed or dropped
off to Beautification Awards Pro-
gram, City of Farmington Hills
Planning Office, 31656 W,
Eleven Mile, Farmington Hills,
MI 48336. They may be faxed to
(248) 426-4423,

Judging will take placo from
ly to mid-August,

ton Hills Chamber of Commama,
said the organization would like
the honoree to come from within
itsown r

“We would prefer that it be a
member,” she said.

. The chamber is helping the

Nomination forms may be
downloaded from the “press
releases” section of the Farming-
ton Hillsa Web site, www.ci.farm-
ington-kills.mi.us or requested
by calling Marie Donigan at
{248} 473-9543.
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Any questions on cellular needs,
we've got the answer!

Great Service!

Great Rates!

Just tell a Republic Personal Banker you want
to open or move your current home equity

loan to Republic Bank. Our special 5.99% APR®

- Introductory Rate makes it all worth while. Not
to mention no closing costs, annual fees and

our flexible “interest only” payment option.

But hurry! The offer’s good for the first

four months on new accounts opened

between now and June 30, 2001,

Ask us how to yet a

rate below prime!
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You aml a pal are cordially inmled
to be our guest for a
FATHER'S DAY Saturday FEAST

June 16th

Two Seatings: 11:30 and 12:45
: erpared eepeclally for you by Master Chefs: Aetrid & Humphries
b a2 Join Us for Your Choice of: BRIz amcommem——

Freeh Mixed Green Salad Garden Vegetables
Creamy Coleslaw Corn on the Cobb
Roasted Beef w/Au Jus and Garlic Bread .
Horseradish Sauce Fresh Baked Rolls
Bar-B-Que Ribs Black Forest Torte :
Fresh Whipped Potatoes Almond Torte

Brewed Coffes and Asuorted Sodas
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