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Kasey Chambers conquers country music
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' At 24, Kascy Chambers scems
‘poised to explode on the alt-coun-
‘try scene. Born and bred in Aus-
tralia, Chambers has toured and
traveled the world, In 1999, she
released her first solo effort, "The
Captmn, to rave reviews, Now
‘touring with her idol, Lucinda
Williama and ready to release a
sccond record this summer,
Chambers can become a house.
hold name yct. As she told the
‘Observer & Eccentric in tele.
phqme interview, where she goes,
family stays with her,

Observer & Eccentric: How
did you become interested in
making muaic? I know you come
from a musical family.

Kasey Chambers: “They are all
on the road with me. My dad
plays guitar, my brother does
our sound and he produced my
album. They're all there on the
rond. My dad mostly played
music all his life. I remember
music always being around us,
really. Listening to music was
the only form of entertainment.”

O&E: When did you start
singing?

K.C.: “When | was about 9 1
was onstage. We would always
sit around the campfire singing
songs, but my first gig was when
I'was about 9,"

O&E: Who were some of your
influcnces early on.

* K.C.: “My dad brought me up
liatening to Hank Williams,
Emmylou Harris and Graham
Parsons. Later on I atarted lis-
tening to Lucinda Williams, a lot
of what I'm atill listening to
now.”

Kasey Chambers

O&E: It must be exciting right
now, preparing to go on tour
opening for Lucinda Williams,

Have you performed with her
before?

K.C.: *Not like a big tour. I've
known Lucindn for a year or two.
We've been catching up every
time I go to Nashville. I've
played a couple of gigs with her
before. Going on tour with her is
like n dream come true.”

O&E: You're musxn is nat 8o

describe it is nlternative country.
It's s0 hnzy what country music
is these days.”

O&E: Whnt inspires you when
writing your music and lyrics?

K.C.: “It's kind of different.
Sometimes its going to new
places, traveling a lot, mecting
new people. I'll probably writo a
lot of songs after I come off tour
with Lucinda, that's such an
inspiring thing. Something emo-

tionu! brings out tho creative
side.”

O&E: Tell me about working
on your album, The Captain,
which you recorded with youy
brother.

K.C.: “I've never really worked

in music without working with
my family. I kind of have noth-
ing else to compare it to. When it
came to my slbum, the songa
had a lot to do with my family,
They are all about my life story,
1 kind of felt Nash, my brother,
knew how [ wanted to sound. He
lived all these songs with me.”

O&E: You have a follow-up
record due out in July, What is it
called? Will it sound much differ-
ent than The Captain?

K.C.: “It's called Barricades
and Brickstones. 1 think it is dif-
ferent. I think I mado this album
with a little bit of a different
attitude. I think my songwriting
is different. I wrote the songa on
The Captain when I was 17 or
18, My lifestyle has changed as
well. 1t’s kinda hard to tell. I'm
8o close to it. My manager has
been listening to it and he said:
‘I think the difference in thia one
is the country is countrier and
the rock is rocker.’ I guess it's o
lot more varied. I've learned a lot
about music. I've been listening
to a lot of difTerent songwriters.”

O&E: Who are you listening to
right now?

K.C.: “Patty Grillin's Flaming

easily defined. It has of

country, but also pop and rock.
How do you describe {t?

K.C.: “1 guess the way to
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October. I'm taking every doy as
it comes and just having a lot of
fun. I feel very ]ucky that I'm
getting to do this.” <

Sce Lucinda Williams with
opener Kasey Chambers, 5 p.m.
Saturday, June 16, Phoenix
Pluza Amphitheatre, Pontiaf.
Ticketa $25, Call (248) 645-6666.

Red, 1t's been around for a while
but I only just kind of discovered
t. And Ryan Adams Heartbreak-
er”

O&E: What are your plans for
the future?

K.C.: *I'm just kind of enjoying
the ride. We'll be back (in the
states) here in September and
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