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oll among the artists at
festival in West Bloomﬁeld

At least 50,000 lacal residents
and tourists are expected to
stroll through the parking fielda
of the Henry Ford Medical Cen-
ter, on Maple in West Bloom-
field, for the 7th Annual West
Bloomfield Art Festival on June
23 and 24,

Touting itself ns “more fun
than Ann Arbor,” the event is
ranked in the top 100 for art fes-
tivals nationwide, according to
Sunshine Artist mogazine,

“Not only is the art festival a
major event for the people of
Oakland County, it’s n major
fund-raiser for the (West Bloom-
field) Chamber of Commerce,”
said Betsy Schneider, executive
director.

At loast 200 national and
intornational award-winning
nrtutu displnying .mediums.

stained glnss. j-wclry. oils, Raku
pottery, watercolor and mora
will be at the festival. Live music
an 1l also bo the centers
of entertainment.

Several West Bloomfield
artists will display their work,
including photography by Robert
Bartloy, Susan Cobb's fiber, Stan
and Dobbiec Mogdall’s blown
glass and Maureen Voorheis'
metal and glass. The artists will
also attend the event to anawer
questions.

Entertainment

Pianist: Jeffrey Michael,
sitarist Stephen Mikes and key-
board/vocalist Kayte Wolf will
perform thmughout the day.

Mikes' career began at age
seven when ho played tho accor-
dian and then ewitched to gui-
tar. Through The Beatles, Mikes
discovered the sitar. Also skilled
on zither and mandolin, he now
uses his Indian training to cre-
ate a mix of Latin, Middle East-
ern, Afro-Cuban and Carribean
sounds and has performed for
aevante sponsored by Giorgio
Armani, Ivana Trump and for-
mar U.S, President Bill Clinton’s
50th birthday,

Wolf has performed through-
out the world as a keyboardist
nnd alnger and has sung in tho

d for several
shows. Michael, a Michigan-
based composer, {5 0 self- taught

On display: Look for Calvin Walton’s mixed media

zebras at the show.

at age 11 and performing at 16,

He too has performed worldwide -

and this summer is writing
music for four independent films
and plans to release a jazz piano
album.

The festival benefits the West
Bl field Chamber of Com-

whn began

Sculpture:
Judy
Shields’
mixed
media sculp-
} ture will be
featured at
the art festi-
val.

merce.
- Hours*are 10-a.m~8'p.m; on
Juno 23, 24, Admission is free.
For more information call (248)
628-36836 or www.ARTFESTI-
VAL.com

— Compiled by Lana Mini

Artist finds success in joys of fatherhood

BY ALICE REEIN ’
BTAFF WRITER

His children are 9 and 16 now,
but Cuban-born photographer
Abelardo Morell remembors
when his son, Brady, was a new-
born, and the former street pho-
tographer was adapting to lifo as
a new father.

“Once he was born, averything
changed,” said Morell, whosa
work is in some of the finest col-
1ccnons in the United Stntnn

ding New York's M

What: Abelardo Morell and the
Camera Eye

Whera: The Detrolt Institute of
Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave,,
Detrolt

When: Through Sunday, July
22

Informatlon: Call (313) 833-
7900

which explains why many a tod-
dler has to be coaxed down,
Tha alphabet magnets on a

tan Museum of Art and the Art
Institute of Chicago. “I loved
being a new father, but I also felt
stuck inside, So I decided to
maka the apartment the sub-

Far the artiat who had become
known for hia large.scale camera
obscura images, he said that
crawling on the floor and view-
ing things from a child’s angle
was quite liberating for him.

Brand new world

“It was a brand new world. 1
think I became a better artist
and father because of it,” said
Morell, who lives in Mas-
sachusetts where he works and
tenches. I tell my students that
limitations can make you free to
be totally creative. A milk bottla
can be inspiration.”

Through July 22, the Detroit
Institute of Arts is featuring
Morell’e first major traveling
exhibition of photographs enti-
tled Abelardp Morell and the
Camera Eye, which foatures
more than 40 large.scale black
and white photographs produced
over the last decade,

The works explore three major
themes, Domestic Objects and
Optical Phenomena, The Camera
Obscura and Books, Maps and
Paintings.

The first theme highlights the
world through a child’s eye.
Viewed from a child’s perspec.
tive, the top of a playground
slide becomes a visual free fall,

refrigy look a world away
viewed from the kitchen floor. A
brown paper bag viewed from
above ja a monumental void. And
pitter-patter footprints on the
bathroom floor can't help but
bring a small smile to even the
most hardened adult.

The first photograph that the
Muscum of Modern Art in New
York bought of Morell’s was one
of Brady sitting on a emall chair.
Even my 3-year-old said, “He's
sitting in his calming chair,” but
Morell said his intention was not
to make it look like punishment.

Now that his son is a teenager,
Morell said he's thinking of tak-
ing a similar picture of his son,
and placing the two side-by-side.

Ellen Sharp, the DIA's curator
of graphlc arts, said she's long
been intrigued by Morell's work.
“He's an important contempo.
rary photographer. His most dra-
matic work ig the camerz obscu-
ra where ho brings the image
into a hotel room as if it Jere
h:xbndded into the room,” she
Ll

What Sharp is referring to are
several images in the second
major theme of the oxhibit in
which tho artist puts a modern
spin on an age-old photography
method.

Camera obscura is Latin,
mea: dark room or chamber,
It reveals the optical phe-
nomenon that occurs when a
beam of light enters a darkened
space through a small opening.
The light projects an inverted

image of tho outside world onto
the opposite wall,

For a photograph he did of
Timea Square for a 1997 issuc of
the New York Times Magazine,
Morcll said that he and his
father found a hotel room with a
great view, The two then pro-
cceded to cover every square
inch of the room with black plas-
tic, made a 3/8-inch hole to
tecord ovents, and left the room
for 16 hours,

“What's curious to me is that
milliona of people pass through
‘Times Square overy day, and not
ono single person s in the photo-
graph,” said Morell.

The reason is because, with
such a long camera expesure, a
person would literally have to be
in the same place for hours
before the image would be
rotained. That’s not likely to
happen in New York, or any-
where where Morall has used
camera obscura.

The final theme is this exhibit
highlighte Morell's ability to cap-
ture the texture and qualities of
the printed surface.

Maklmhe ordinary

Maps, books and paintings are
the subject here, and by manipu-
lating them, Morell is able to
m ese ordinary objects look
ulonilhlngly beautiful,

“He makes a page come alive,”
said Sharp, 'lu an Imulunl feel-
ing and a very original
approach.”

Morell said he’s working on
completing photography book for
Bulfinch Press, and he'll be gear-
ing up for the last stop on this
tour’s exhibit, which is scheduled
to be at Eastman House in
Rochester, New York.

But the decade of success
Morell owes to his children.
“Fatherhood opened up a new
world with new eyes to sec

th,” he said.

A ﬁkﬁng Father's Day tribute,
‘wouldn't you say?



