*az(p)

The Observer & Ecoentric/ SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 2001

‘Holocaust Center may move

BY SUBAN B. TAUBER

M luubeﬁoe‘humocomm.ﬂot

X

B No one is quite sure what will
huppcn at tho current location of
:-the Holocaust Memorial Center

.<on the Jewish Community Cen-

.1cr campus, but one thing scems
2certain — tho museum itself

-‘won't be there,

- Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig,

* director of the HMC located at
6602 West Maple Rond in West
Bloomiield, said the museum is
in the process of negotiating to

. purchase the 8,6-acre site of the

former Old Orchard Theatre’ on
Orchard Lake Road north of 12
Mile in Farmington Hills,

The proposed site is approxi-
mately five miles from the JCC
campus,

David Sorkin, cxecutive dirce-
tor of the Jowish Community
Center, said last weck he doesn't
know any of the specifics of the
muscum's pending move.

“I've only heard through the
grapevine so far that the muse-
um may maintain their presence
on the JCC campus oven after it
moves,” he said. "I don’t know
the detaila.” s
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Rosenszvelg said that while the
museum leases its apace from
the Jewish Foderation of
Metropolitan Dotroit, the non-
profit museum designed and
cnnstrumd.ll.n current building.

H ‘We had no cholce
but to move. The only
other cholce was to
remain whera we are,
which Is Impoulbla.
Rabbi Rosenzvetg

—Holocaust Memorial Center

It had plnnnud to bulld two
additional wings, the Museum of
Europunn Jewmh Herltuno und

rabbi said. “Our additional
wings would have blocked the
main entrance to the JCC. We
had no choice but to move, The
only other choice was to remain
;hem we are, which is impoasi-

o.”

Rabbi Rosenzveig said the
museum will appeal to the entire
community, state and nation for
contributions to pay for its now
location. He cstimated the cost
will bo about $16 million.

“We ore still negotiating,” he
dded.

‘The Holocaust Memorial Cen-
ter has earned an internstional

BY SUSAN B. TAUBER
BIAYP WRITER
stauber@oe.homecomm.net

Benjamin Gergis snid his
days of riding personal
watercraft are aver.

“I think Il stick to boats,”
he said.

Gergis, 23, suffered a bro-
ken fibula on his left leg and

sinco its { 17 two ined ankles Thurs.
day after the Bombardier
ynm ago. It has attracted more
than a million visitors from all f_ﬂuDW XP Jetski he was sit-
over the world. mkg ;’n;xplogoiaﬂn Cass
“From the lotters: we've Lake in Feego Harbor,
d from d who have Gergls has owned and used

the I

Righteous. But because tha JCC
has plans to expand, there isn't
room for the museum’s own
expansion proposal,

The museum rests opposite
the main entrance to the JCC
building on Drake Road just
north of Maple.

“The JCC was going to build
two new entrances, but now they
oren’t going to do that,” the

visited the museum on tours,
their visits have invariably had
a major impact on '.hnm," Rosen-
zveig said,

He said the original museum
will bo duplicated at a new loca-
tion, but will be larger.

“It will house more exhibits
and will have tho two additional
museums,” ho said,

Bu rgl ar from page A1

the early hours of Saturday,
Moy 26. The two businesses vic-
timized were American-Commu-
nications Network, 32891
Hamilton, and Covansys, 32605
W. 12 Mile,

One Southfield buainess -
Plante Moran on Northwestern
Highway, was also a “sledge-
hammer burglary” victim. Hilla
police detectives have turned
over information to Southfield
police.

On June 7, Hills police detec-
tives and South Oakland Nar-
cotics Intelligence Consortium
officers scarched Buzle's par-
ents’ Livonia reaidence and
recovered evidence allegedly
linking him to the burglaries. He
was arrested that evening at the
reaidence.

Asgistant Polico Chief Chuck
Nebus said Buzle, o native of
Romanin, lives in Livonia with
his family but is not a U.S. citi-
zen.

“If ho's convictod, we will
report the matter to (Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Ser-
vices),” Nebus said. Police are
unsure how long Buzle has been
in the country, he said.

Buzle was ordered to surren-
der his passport upon paying
bond, Nebus anid ha doea not
believe him to bo a flight risk.

“I would hope that since he is
17 and doesn’t have exceasive

Arthr

amounts of money and lives with
his family that it's nnt tho case,”
he said.

Nebua aaid pollm are investi-
gating the posaibility that a sec-
ond suapect may have been
involved. Police recavered a two-
way radio during: thu search of
Buzlo’s home.

Police credit the alert actions
of security guards, who
described a white pick-up truck
for police. In turn, SONIC
undercover officor Richard
Wehby remembered seeing a
white pick-up truck driven by a
janitor two miles away, and
detective Rpn Shankin remem-
bered a whita pick-up in connec-
tion with another case he inves-

tigated.
Buzle has no prior criminal
record. He attended

Clarenceville High School for a
couple months this year, said
Annette Schwad,

secretary at the school.

Buzle was known by the nick-
name “Lovi® during the time he
attended Claronceville. When he
left Clarenceville, no other
achools requested his records,
Schwad said.

If you have any information
regarding the sledgehammer
burglaries, please call Farming-
ton Hills Police at (248) 474-
6181,

JOSEPH J. WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia. Michigan 48152

Phone: (248) 478-7860
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porsonal watercraft for six
yeoars. His Jotski burat into
flames as soon as he switched
on the ignition. The explosion
sent him flying 80-feet into
the air, he said.

“I went back down into the
water like a pencil, feet first.

Then I ran as fost as I could
by the side of the house and
crotiched down. It was all
purd edrenaline,” Gergis
recoiinted from his bed at 8t.
Joseph Mercy Oakland Hos-
pital in Pontiac.

The Farmington Hills resi-
dent was scheduled to be
relessed from the hospital
Friday afternoon.

The accident occurred at 3
p.m, at a private residenco on
Park Circle, Gergis said he
was sitting on the Jetski and
had just turned it on when it
exploded. He was wearing &
life jacket.

Neighbors called 911 as

Jetski accident injures
' Farmington Hills man

, Harbor police responded to

r I came up, ] was ablato
get myself over onto land.

soon as the oxplosion
occurred, according to Keego
Harbor Police Chief Dennis
Watkins, The Tri-City Fire
Department, AMR and Keego

the call.

The fire departmont extin-
guished the fire on the water-
craft and the dock, which also
caught on fire, .

“In my three years here as
police chief, I've never seen
this happen before,” Watking
aaid. ‘

Watkins has safety tipa for
anyone preparing to ride a
Jetski or other personal
watercraft. He advised people
to make sure they open the
engine hatch cover nnd let
any fumes vent out. Also
make sure the device is prop-
erly mointained and don’t
refuel it whilo it's running.

The Jetuki Gergis was try-
ing to ride had been sitting in
the heat Thursday under'a
cover before he switched on
the ignition,

Qergis aaid he is a cautious
rider. .

“I've taken the safety class-
es at West Bloomfield High
School. I've always followed
every rule, I've never gotten
into  any trouble before riding
one,” he sald,

Was he conscious of any-
thing while ho was being pro-
pelled through the oir?

“I was thinking,
please don’t let me die,”™
said.

Gergis is on independent
contractor who worka as a
handymen for homeowners.

‘God,
he
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tribute to Lois, acknowledging
her interest and love for the
community and her loving
nature.

“One has to wonder what truly
God-pleasing thlng we dld to

you',” he said. *She wculd have
been proud of this crowd,

Then Barnett atepped up to
explain the crowd wasn't only to
honor Lois, but also the man
who hnd been so welcoming to

and:visitors:te thc

know
Lois Vagnozzi,” ahe aaid,

Aldo commented that his wife
would be “real proud” of the tree
planted in her memory.

“She would rather be working
in her garden than watching a
council meeting,” he said with a
laugh, but added Lois wan
always very interested in politica
and the community.

He also acknowledged the
council's special role in her life,
particularly toward the end.

“While she was ill at home,
they held a ‘hug in' around the
house and sang 'Lois, wo love

wmmumty

After the ceremony, when hed
had a chance to digest the news,
Aldo found his trademark smile
and commented, “This is fantas-
tic. Usually you have to bo dead
to have somothing named after
you.”

Ho also noted he'd like to see
the visitor center open mere
often, but declined to indicate
whether he'd now bo willing to
staffit.

‘The ceremony was videotaped
and will be broadcast on the
city’s Channel 8,
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CYE DUAMS @ OVERNIGHT SERVICE AVALABLE
- . . -

Tap ¢ Jazz
Hip Hop e Ballet
Lyrical » Volcs
Musical Theatre
X Talent Show # Acling

July 16-20
Monda -Friday
:30 pm
at

" Farmingten Hitls, M)
Tuition %275%

& rHorming arts instruction,

Ich campar also recelvas a

Dance Et cotera Performing Arts "p‘

zotvenic T-shirt.
Visa, Master Card and
Oiscover accepted

. Performing Arts Camp
" PROFESSIONAL DANCE & ARTS INSTRUCTION
For Infanmrlon call 248. 786-5717 717 e




