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Play cards: The Farming-
ton Single Professionals
play euchre and pinochle
from 6:30-9:30 p.m. at
Cowley’s Old Village Inn
in downtown Farmington.

On display: The watercol-
or paintings of Marjorie
Chellstrop, 2000 Artist in
Residence, will be on dis-
play through Friday at
the Farmington and
Farmington Hills city
halls.

WEDNESDAY
Blood drive: The Birming-
ham Temple in Farming-

ton Hills will hold a
blood drive from 2-8 p.m.

Baseball: Farmington
American Legion action
takes place at 6:30 p.m. at
Farmington High School,

. THURSDAY.

Unvelling: The 2001 All-
Observer baseball team
will be named in Thurs-
day’s Observer

Exchange golf : The
Farmington Exchange
Club will hold its annual
golf outing at Glen Oaks
Golf Course in Farming-
ton Hills. Tee times are at

10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Malls/C8

Apartments/EL2,
Arts/C1 Movies/C4
Automotive/G9 New Homes/E4,
Cl EGH obl /AB
Classified Rea! Estate/EL
Index/ES Service Guide/G8
Crossword Sports/81
Puzzle /EB Taste/D1
Jobs/G1 Travel/C8

st
3 “E(;E?“ “:;l\\""
of 8
et Lh L Apret

1 o
onef “’:.\
sa0 ea 10 810

went welt. 1 it » zoodt
sespanse

Farmington, / Fasmington Hills, Michigan

‘What happened?
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Closer look: Farmington Hills Firefighters investigate the
scene of a suspicious garage fire on Ontaga Street.
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Latest fire leads to
increased concern

BY ALICE ASHMORE
STAFF WRITER

The latest in a serics of fires at a
Farmington Hilla homo has left Police
Chief Bill Dwyer feeling nervous —
uneasy enough to prompt him to con-
tact area media about the presence of
a teenogo arsonist {n the city,

“It's somewhat of an unusual step to
tako, but I felt it was necessary for the
unii:‘:iy of the neighborhood,” Dwyer
said.

Polico sny the fire was sot Tuesday
morning by & 16 year-old boy next to a
garage at his home on Drake Road, It
waas the fourth such fire in a yearan a
half.

Police and fire responded to the fire
and observed the boy running from the
garage, Dwyer said,

Charges are pending further investi-
gation by the Oakland County prosecu-
tor's office.

The previous fires were set in the

foyer of the home on Dec. 20, 1999, the -
child’s bedroom on Feb. 17, 2000, and-
on March 9, 2000 in the basement of
the home,

“Two of the fires caused significant
damage to the home,” he said.

Dwyer said charges were filed in
Qakland County Family Court againat
the young man on Oct. 12, 2000.

He pleaded guilty to the March 9,
2000 fire in May of 2001 and was
placed on probation, said Dwyer.

“This young man desperately needs
help. We are concerned this could esca-
1ate to loss of life or more property
damage. There is a serious problem in
that neighborhood.” Dwyer said,

Farmington Police Chief Rich Marin-
ucci said auch incidents are not com-
mon is Farmington Hills, “It is com-
mon throughout the country, however.
I sea reports like this all the time.”

He recalled the last aituation of this
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More money issues on way

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oe.bomecomm.net

Having cast their votes for both a
local school millnge renewal and an
QOakland Community College millage
June 11, Farmington ard Farmington
Hills voters are now asked to decide
two other issues.

The Farmington Public School Board
passed a resolution June 19 supporting
county millages for special education
and vecational education that will be
brought to Oakland County voters
Tuesday, Sept. 26.

intermediate schoal district spe-
cial clection ia divided into two sopa-
rate millages for a county charter mil-
lage enhancement of 1.1704 mills for
specizl education and 2279 mills for
vocational education.

The cost of providing special educa-
tion services continues to escalate
without increases in state or

federal funding, say Farmington schoo)
officials,

On an average $200,000 home, tax-
payers will pay an additional $117 on
the special education milloge and an
increase of $23 for vocational educa-
tion.

Local boards of education must meet
their obligations for special education
by subsidizing special education pro-
grams with their general operating
funds,

An increase of more than $3 million
would be provided to the Farmington
school district, said Shelley Rose,
dil:ctar of communication for Onkland

ools,
That possibility is welcome news for
Fi ington School S i d

.Bob Maxfield. "It would ease up fund-
ing,” he said. Special Education ser-
vices are both mandated and under-
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North grad making it happen for Detroit school

BY SUE BUCK
BTAFY
sbuck@os.homecomm.net

On a wing, & song, and maybo a
prayer, Rebecca Singer who recently
graduated from North Farmington
High School, is hoping to organize a
musical benefit for a Detroit ¢lemen-
tary school.

Singer is known to hor frionda as
“Becea.”

Her immediate goal is to start a
music program at Logan Elementary in
Dotroit or at least provide tho seed
money though she has no idoa what it
will take financially to start such a pro-
gram. She will leave those details to
others.

Singer cited July 12 as a tentative
date for the benefit at North Farming-
ton High School. School porsonnel said
Tuesday thoy haven't been contacted
yet to book the date,

Though Singer celebrated her gradu-
ation privately with a family dinner,
she turned down her family’s offer for a
larger, open house party. She hopes
people will donate money to her causo
instead.

She has watched while her friends
have raked in graduation gifta.

Singer {s trying to incorporate other
porformera into the show which will
also feature hor. “More than half are

duets and I am trying to get aome
instrumentalists to come in and play,”
Singer said.

Prior to her graduation this year,
Singer sang with the 16-membor
Northern Lights, a North Farmington
High Schoal vocal group, made up of
mostly upperclassman. They sing at
retirement dinners and for other

ups,

They heard about Sweet Dreams
Inc. during the holiday season, a
group which goes to Logan Elemen-
tary in the Mexican Village section of
Detroit, “They bring gifts one day
before Christmas,” Singer said.

The Northern Lights group visited
Logan Elementary two other times

and became closely tied with the .

school.

*It'a really sad to see it because the
kida are so poor and so sweet,” Singer
said. “When we came around the holis
days tho halls were empty. We lined
up, we were in our uniform, and there
was nobody there. We thought, great,
we're singing and there is nobody
there.

“ We started singing and pretty
soon the kids started flooding out of
their rooms, saying *“What's that
noise? What’s that noise? They filled
up the halls. We ended up being aur-
rounded by these little kida, They start

singing with you and clapping with
you. It's such a wonderful experience
with the kids and the look on their
faces”

Go-getter:
Becea

Farming-
ton High
School, is
making
plans for
a

fundrais-
erfora
Detroit
school.

Musie is an impor-
tant part of Singer's life. *It really hurt
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New school board member awaits challenge

BY SUE BUCK
BTAT? WRITER
shuck@os.homecomm.net

Pam Christian, the newest elected
Farmington Public school board mem-
ber, wants to engage the community —
getting the community involved, edu-
cating the community and keeping par-
ents informed.

“When I first started running I was a
bit naive, certainly not politicatly
astute,” Christian said. "I've changed
in that manner, [ wouldn't say I'm the
political animal.”

Her first moeting as a board member
is July 17

In a community that has long prided
itself on its multiple cultures and
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Though some of her detractors call
Chri

races, Christian ia, from the best
nccounts, the first African American to
hold a Farmington school board seat.

That accomplishment waen't on
Christian’s mind when ahe decided to
run, in fact, she hoped the electorats
could look pass race to ability. "I'm
th they looked past the exterior,”
Christian eaid.

The question of why more membera
of the Farmington community’s racial
and ethnie groups aren't seeking office
in govarnment and schools was some-
thing Christian hadn't thought about

{ian “hand-picked” and "anoint-
ed,” ehe said the decision to run was
her own. She first thought about run-
ning when board member Bobbie Feld-

by which ahe calls board member
Priscilla Brouillete. *I had run into
Prill many timea at the diversity com-
mittee and out in the community,”
Christian said.

She said, “You'd be great.”

An active volunteer, Christian wor.
ried she might have to give up her Girl
Seout activities. *I'm a big advocate of

before.

ting,” Christian said. *I thought
about which of things I couldn't do and

Prill explained which things would be
a conflict of intorest.” Christian also
talked to her husband and children.

*Prill said May would bs crazy,”
Christian said. The month of May
about two years ngo brought Christian
a deep void. Her dad, George Washing-"
ton Buck, a Flint reaident, and “a
Hatley man who liked to ride motorcy-
cles” died from brain cancer, a little
more than a month after diagnosis.
She missea him terribly. “The last two
Mays have beén horrendous timea,”
Christinn said,

“I asked Prill when it would all end
and sho said June 11 was the election



