Exhibit inspires
team spirit
in workplace
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Artists capture the
heart of Detroit in paint

BY LINDA ANN CEOMIN
STAF? WarEa.

Palntin’ in the
Stroots

O ne glance at all the paintings,

phy, and jewolry ia all a visitor
needs to realizo Exhibit Works hires o
lot of ereative people. That probably
- should come ns no surprise, Tho Livo-
nia company is ong of the nation’s
largest exhibit design firms, produc- .

ing.displays for auto and trade shows -

as well a5 museums. Two of their
most recent projects included creating
infc jonal signage and ive
activities for the National Amphibian
Consgervation Center at the Dotroit
Zoo and a Space Station for the St.
Louis Science Center in Missouri,

What is remarkable is several of
the employees in Exhibit Works third
annual show recoived little if any art
training, Unfortunately, the public
won't bo ablo to enjoy the fruits of
their labor. Viewing for the two-woek
exhibit is only open to employees,

“They have the freedom to show
what they want,” said Steve Hough,
who oversees design for Porache, Volk-
swagen and all of the other accounts,
“It's kind of to let peaplo know what
co-workers are doing. I'vo had so
many people tell me they enjoy it. It'a
an opportunity for the company
cmployees to show how ereative they
are. Severa! painted ceramics at the
Bee's Knees in Northville. We wanted
to give people the opportunity to do
something that they wouldn't have
done, You don't have to be an art per-
son to get involved.”

Variety

Variety is key to this art exhibit.
Receptionist Cheri Wallace shows
travel and flower photographs while
Todd Fee, an engineer, built a wood
and fiberglnss kayak.

"I like making and building things,”
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Shadows upon time: Matt
Perkins, an intern at Exhibit
Works, painted this large-
scale acrylic.

said Todd Fee, “T make clocks and
watches and jewelry. I'm now working
on a 6-foot tall Eiffel Tower from
steel.”

Father and son show off their talent
in the show. Don Fee painta delicate
watercolors of dock and canal scenes,
Ono of the first employees hired by
Exhibit Works' founder Dominic Silvio
in 1979, Don Fee is vice president of
design.

Fee started doing watercolor in
architectural school at the University
of Detroit many yeara ago. The tran-
quil painting of a canoe tied up to a
dock was the reault of a watercolor
workshop Fee gave at his historic 12-
acre farm in Milford. A canel scone
was created after returning home
from a business trip to Europe,

“It's 50 great having tho show

use it gives people not juat from
design the opportunity to show their
creative side,” said Fee, “It's wonder-
ful to see how much pride peoplo take
in what they've done.”

Letting her imagination go

Irene Levangie glows when she
talks about the sparkling silver and
bead jawelry she creates in hor spare
time. An account assistant for Ford,
Levangio taught herself to make jew-
elry from books about a year ago. She
has no art ba und except for
classes taken as a student at John
Glenn High School in Westland.

“I began doing it for myself and as
gifta,” said Levangie, a Westland rosi-
dent, *“Now I'm making bracelets for a
co-worker to give as gifts to brides-
maids after she saw the jewelry.
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‘What: An exhibition
festuring paintings and
skatches of favorita
Detrolt pleces

When: Friday. Juna 29
through Sunday, July 29,
Meet the artists st o
proview and ssle 69
p.m. Friday, June 29,
There will be a second
recaption 6-10 p.m.
Frigay, July €, Both are
open 1o tha public,
Viewing hours are 38
p.m, Monday-Friday, ond

painting colorful eights like Eastern Mar-
ket, Belle Isle, Greektown and Hart Plaza
six months out of the year. And as director of the
City of Detroit's Cultural Affairs Department she's
doing something about it. Earlier this spring
eaton's department approved a grant for 32
artists from 18 h Michi itl
to capture the heart of Detroit over four woekends
in May and June. The results of thoir creativity
goes on oxhibit June 28 at the Scarab Club in
Paintin’ in the Streets, a partner program for
Detroit 300, the city’s year long birthday celebra-
tion.
*It cxposes people to the artistic process,” said
Wheaton, a Detroit 300 commissioner and former
director of Concerned Citizens for the Arts before

M arilyn Wheaton would like to see artists

noon 1o 5 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday

Whaere: Scarab Club, 217
Farnsworth, behind the
Oetsoit Institute of Arta,
call {313) 831-1250

it became ArtServe,
- ticu
D‘:;‘,w,‘;;%,’{h birth, Paintin’ In the street:
day it's important for Mary’s Church on Mo
the public to pay atten-
tion to Detroit. The
simplest uctivity makes people aware of what's
around them. They might not notice it when
they're walking around but when they stop and
look at an artist painting it makea them think
about the architecture and the history of the city.”

Margie Guyot was in hor element while Faintin’
in the Strecte near the Detrolt Instituto of Arts,
‘The Farmington Hills artists studied plein air or
outdoor painting at Scotsdalo Artists School in
Arizona. She's exhibited work at the Scarab Club
and Lawrence Street Gallery in Pontine,

“I like the bright light and shadows,” said
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Greg Stephens works on a acrylic of St.
nroe in Greektown.

Woodward. At the conservatory on Belle lale,
women who were doing the planting were happy
we wero there. I hope they do it again next year.”

Attracting attention

Everywhere the artists painted peopla congre-
gated, Greg Stephens, co-organizer of Paintin’ in
the Streets, attracted crowds of onlookers in
Grecktown,

“At any onc time 30 to 60 people gathered
around the drop cloth,” said Stephens, a Royal

ak painter. The oponing of Stephens’ solo show

Guyot, who will have 1 one-woman show at the
M Willi Proct Tasti

Market scena: Sylvia Perle sketches.the -

. on the
extension campus of Pratt Institute in New York
in September. .

Belle Isle

“1 see things, light roflecting off an
abject, colora. I like to paint bright shiny
cbjects. There was a 18687 Chrysler
parked on Belle Isle. That was my
favorite location. Everyone was juat
working, so into their painting. It was
just great to be around other peaple who
love what thoy do. I gained a groater
appreciation of Belle Isle, the peaco and
tranquility.”

It acema Bello Isle fascinated soveral of
the artists including Sylvia Perle. The
West Bloomfield artist ia best known for
her abatract sculpture of dancera at the
corner of Merrill and Pierce in Birming-
ham,

“They were just setting up for the
Grand Prix so it was kind of fun,” said
Perle, one of the artists exhibiting in the
group show Impressions of Detroit in tho
Fisher Building in November, The show
is sponsored by the City of Detroit and
Detroit 300, “Everybody sat around with
eascls. I really enjoyed the interaction

th peopls who went by, especially near
the Whitney Hotel when wo painted on

co!oz‘ul sights and crowds in Eastern
Market,

Hold that pose: Julie Fournier paints the piggy
entrance at Eastern Market.
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Capturing history: Margie Guyot painted
the Samuel L. Smith House on Wood-
ward Avenue and Warren in the Univeri-
ty Cultural Center.

academic world

#TAFY PROTO XY BRUAX MITCERLL,
Prodigy: Joshua Cullen, a
16-year-old Livonia pianist,
is off to study for a master’s
deﬁr:: at The Juilliard
School in New York City.

Pianist on the road to conquering

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAFY WRITER
lehomin@os.homecomm.net

Joshua Cullen seema like a typical
teenager arguing with his mother about
taking a road trip. Ramona Cullen
argues he's too young to be traveling
alone to strange destinations. That
might be true of most 16-year-olds but
the Livenia pianiat began traveling to
Europe to perform in concert at age 9
after making hia debut with the Livonia
Symphony Orchestra the year before,

Granted his father Calvin was along
to chaperone the young pianist, And it's
not liko he's never traveled by himself.
Sinco his father’s death last June,
Cullen flew to Chicago after misplacing
the passport he needed in order to por-
form in the Czech Republic in two days.
Cullen's played with the Ciech National
Symphony the last four summers.
Besides thoe trip will help prepare
Cullen to attend The Juilliard School in
New York City.

Road trip
“I'm planning a huge road trip start-

ing with the Oberlin Piano Festival July
23-29 in Ohio, then to the Eastman

School of Music in Rochester, New York,
and then on to hear opera at o festival
in Cooperstown, New York then back

-home before leaving for Juilliard,” said

Cullen.

The visit to Eastman could be bitter-
aweet but probably not. Cullen received

holarships to attand d achool
at Eastman in addition to ones for Juil-
liard and the Unjversity of Michigan
School of Music from which he graduat-
ed with a bachelor's degree in May. With
Juilliard on his resumo, Cullen will be
able to open doors to the concert world
that might otherwise remain closed.
Nevertheless, choosing tho “right” school
was difficult,

Cullen was just 13 when he began
attending the Ann Arbor-based universi-
ty, a place where he discovered not all
pianos sound alike, Just a few ahort
years ago the Steinway Concert Grand
filled the living room of the Cullen
home. Today, the aix-foot long black
piano standa under a chandelier in the
dining room while a Petrof Baby Grand
takes ita place next to the sofa,

"There's 20 different pianos at U of
M,” said Cullen. “What a difference it
makes to prepare for a concert on differ-
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ent pianos, They're different in terms of
sound and volume. American pianos are
mellow with a rich and deep sound. The
Petrof (made in the Czech Republic) is a
brilliant sound.”

Summer reprieve

Even though Cullen practices one to
three hours every day and takes piano
lessons with Logan Skelton at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, he isn’t preparing to
perform in Europe or anywhers elso for
the first time in years. He proudly
states, “I'm taking the summer off. It's a
huge burden doing concerta especially
when I'm going to school.”

*This has got to bo one of the happicst
summers I've ever had, I'm giving
myself time to relax,” continued Cullen
who played at the White House in
December after Hillary Clinton heard
him earlier last year at a reception in
Michigan. "When I get back into per-
forming depends on what Juilliard in
like. I'm not looking for management
right now.

“I'm just really oxcited about my
teacher at Juilliard ~ Jerome Lowen-
thal. Arthur Greene, my teacher at U of




